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(1) 
THE 


Covenant of Grace, 


Abſolute, but Conditional, 


| Modeſtly Aſſerted. = Who 
Queſtion. Yind. Ley, /eet. 26. pag. 249. So indeed 


\ it proves in places where it is vented. It troubles 


the Faith of ſome, the Lives of others, and the Peace of yery 
many. - OE 
New England h:th felt the Troubles it occaltoned. And many 
places in Old England are now ſuffering. I could therefore from 
my heart have wiſhed, that either none at all had broached it in 
theſe parts; or if it muſt haye been publiſhed, ' ſome other, rather 
T than you, my dearcſt Friend and Reverend Brother, might have 
be.n the Author of that, mcerly out of the great reſpef, and en» 
tire sffeftion I bear unto you. But ſeeing you have not only ſet 
1:on foot, bur when a modeſt deferice was made of the cotitrary 
D QArine, without any either bitter InveCtive againſt your tenent, 
or ſo mich as Reply unto your Arguments; you in divers Ser- 
mons renewed the Quarrel.replied unto the Arguments of czecont- 
trary ſide, not ſparing to aſperſe them in roo open a manner. 
I thought it my duty I owe to truth, oppugned by, norwiths , 
ſtanding my Love untoyou, to let you know, both be dork your 
Reply appears unſatisfatory unto me, and wherein offenſive. Of 
the latter in the firſt -place, which is as follows. 
I Firſt, In the whole Series of your Diſcourſe, you ſeemed to 
me to rank thoſe of our Divines, who hold the Covenant of 
*Giace ty haye conditions in the ſame 4 with Arminians, as if _— 
| 2& 


Hether the Covenant of Grace be conditional or abſo- 
lute, is, ſaith Mr. Burges, a very troubleſome 


we 
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2 The (ovenant of Grate not Abſolute, 


had maintained the Lime condirionate Redemprion, cr Saly«bil;- 
ty; wherein, whether you dea!r fairly, I 5. fer it to yo. r conſci- 
ence to conl1 izr. Now, thol do not doubt but that vou know 
full well already. how far we difi-r from them ; yer ſhall I ſerdown 
the difference in fome particu'ars, a'.d then erdeave ur to ſati fic 
your Arguments, fo far as they ſeem to refleft vpor. our-Tenents. 
The Salvabilits,or potential and conditionate Redemption,main- 
tained by the Arminians, may (I conceive) be reduced to ihe'le Four 
Parti-uJars. l 

k Tyat Chriſt in dying, intended not the Salvation of any Yarticulzr 
perſons, 

2, That the end of his Death was nt to bring fome aQually to Sa'ya- 
tz0n, but only that God thereby might have power ( h#s Juſtice being ſatrs- 
fied) to give remiſſ:.n of ſins to ſinful man, on what co. ditions he pleaſed. 
90 that Chrajt might have had his end, tho never a man had been actually 
Javed. Y 

3. That thrs zs the Will of God, that none ſhould « joy Remifſion of 
fins, but on condition of Faith, = 

. That Ch iſt hath purchaſed Faith and Regeneration for none, but Re- 
mk and Reconcitiation for all, which they ſha 1 actually partake 'f,, wh» 
do believe. Nor ts there need of infuſing any ſpiritual ita! princijl: into 
the bearts of men , to enable them to believe, they may do ii; of them- 
ſel Ves. . | | 
The Thid excepted, which of theſe Politions is mainiained by 
any of thoſe our Divines that hold Conditions to be in the New 
Covenant ? Nay, they all maintain, I hat Chriſt in dyir-g, inten- 
dd re aftu2l Salvation of particu/ar perſons, viz. of al! thoſe 'vhom God 
from all Eternity had choſen. That for 7! thoſe Ciuitlt hath @btained 
the attua! application of ſalvation to them, as well as the rurchaſe of it 
for th-m;, which attual enjoyment of ſalvation, being according to 
God's appointment, to be obt1ined 1n a way of Faith,; or upon 
condition of Faith, by or chrough Faith, as the Scripture ſpeaks. 
They turther ayer, that the Lord Jeſus Clit by his Death, hath 
alſo obraincd at God the Father's hind , that the blefitd Spirit 
ſhould in time work this Faith in the hcarts of his choſey; that {< 
chrough Faith rhey might come actually to partake of al! the be- 
netrs which he hath purchaſed for them. : 

Sothen Arminiazs maintain Conditi ns to be performed by us of 
our own power : Such ours,diſclaim, maintaining -thatiit is God 
that worketh in us both to will ard ro do. 2Arminians maintain 
Condition, ſo a5 if the Efficacy of Chriſt's De th w.re pps 
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but Conditi4', modeſily aſſerted. Y 
thereon ; This alſo o'rs dilavow, maimiaining that Chriſt hath 
purchaſed both -ſalvaticn to be £19: upon conauion, and ability alſo 
to b: given to perſorm th.t condition. 

Arminians maintain conditions preceding God's very c'efting us 
to ſaluatian. Ares coron. artic. I C. 1. $4. But ours maintain 
conditions antecedent of afivual ſalvation indeed, but conſrgquent in 
regard of Election. 

The difference bctwwecn our Divines, aud the Arminians, about 
Conditions, tein» thus treat, as hath bcen thewed, I think 1. wouid 
have been fair dea'ing 1n yout » have ſevere tacm, and not have. 
crowded them to2: ther into one and'thc ſame Retur (tion, as If 
ry had maintaine4 one and the !aine thing. Do you not 15 nk 
1 Friends of Pemble, Preiton, Ames, Perkins, Ball, &c. would 
cate It 11; tt» hav- them refuted under the Title of Arminzans. and 
for maintaining Armiman Salyability (a Notion more abhorring 
io their Spies than t > your own, and which tome © them iave 
cxprefly written avainſt?) yet do they all hold Conditions in the Co- 
znant. And you refute a | ſuch, who hold to, under that Head 
and Title. I challenge you ro ſhew me any one of ours 
that in pleading for Conditions in the Covenanr, doth in the leaſt 
degree afſert that Conditionare Redemption or Arminian Sal- 
vability. 

Before you come to our Arguments, you tell us, that tho you 
are againſt Conditions, yer you hold that God hath his order and 
method in conferring of his benefits. And that in regard of this 
Order, one benefit may depend upon another, &c. And that 
none are ſayed but ſuch as do repent and believe. 

| was heartily glad to hear ſo much from you: for this is the 
main I contend for, | hat God gives Faith, and then Salyation. 
And that Salvation depends on Faith, and therefore in order of 
Nature follows Faich. And here I would argue ex conceſſrs. T hoſe 
benefits which according to that Method and Order of conferrin 
that the Lord hath ſer down to himſelf, mult go before other, an 
on which others do depend ; Thoſe (I fay) arercquircd in us be- 
forc the other which do depend or. them, and follow them, can te 
obtained by us | 

Bart Faith and Repenrance are benefits which according to this 
Method of God are given before Salvation, and on which Salva» 
tion doth, depend. 

And therefore Faith and Repentance are aCtually required in 


us, before we can aRually partake of Remiſſion, Reconciliation, 
by . Ju- 
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4 The Covenant of - Grace not Abſolute, , 


Juſtification, and other bencfits and branches of Salvation purcha- 
led by Chriit. f 

If this were granted, that they are required, and thatito the ob- 
raining of Salvation (which mu't needs be granted, the: benefit of 
Salvation not only following them, but alſo depending on them, 
a5 you confeſs) let them be required as Conditions, or as ſomething 
elſe in God's Mzthod and Order; I would not ſtrive about terms. 


Burl fear that you had here your reſerye, and that you under- 


ſtand this priority of one benefit before another, and this depen- 
dance of one benefit upon another, either in reference to the ma- 
nifcſtazion of Salvation, or the perfeFion of that ; andinor in re- 
ference to the beginning and. being of them; for ſo much ſome 
following paſſages hint out unto us;of which we ſhall ſpeak more 
when we come unto them. Not long after you challerige Malice 
it (elf to thew.,. if it can, any one of.your ſide that maintains Sal- 
yation without Repentance and Faith. 1. 
Aad here, Sir, it I ſhould produce ſome that do aſſert it,ſhould 
I no: very prettily get me the odious:Name of Maliciobs > Well, 
the Lord give us to hate the AﬀeR and Fatt as much as we do the 
Name. Truth istruth, and muſt te diſcovered. And-I would 
ro God there were not too many Expreſſions vented, both in Pul- 
pits and Pretles, roo much tending this way. 2 Eg 
' Lfind in Mr. Saltmarſh, Free Grace, p. 102. Do net the Promiſes be- 


long to ſinners as ſuiners? Ant p. 104. The Promiſes of Chriſt are held 
forth to ſinners. as, ſinners; not as repenting ſinners, or humble finners. - 


P. 105. Whatever promiſe hath a condition in it, zs ours in Chriſt, pho on» 
ly ts the conditioned perſon for all promiſes, p 84. So a5 we are to believe 
our. repentance true in bu, who hath repented for us. Þ. 126. All the 


conditions were on Chriſt's part,none on onrs.So p. 153. In the New Cove-+ © 


nant God gives bimſelf freely in Chriſt, undertaking all both with the Fathes 
end the Scul,nothing being reguired on man's part.Occalionalword: That 
thoſe Miniſters who preſs Repentance and Faith, ds over-hrat the Wine of 
the GoSpel mith Conditions and Duahficatiens, fo the j oor ſouls cannot taſts 
:t. Soalſoin Dr. Cripe, I meer with many ſuch like, or the ſame 
paſſages, as 1n his Chriſt alone exalted, vol. 1. p 120. Chriſt belongs to 


finners as ſinners. p. 211. He receiveth finners as ſinners. p. 164. All - 
$ 


the tie lizs en God's part to do every thing that .3s mentioned in the Cove- 
nant. P 73. Haſt tho but a mind to Chri?, come and taſte of. the waten 
of Life Jreely ; there is nothing Ioked for from thee to take, thy portion in 
this Chriſt, And in his ſecond Volume, p. 425. We are juſtifed with- 
out works net only without th? concurrence of them to Jſtijicatign, but &= 
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but Condition, modeſtly aſſerted. 5 


ven without the being of them, and preſence in oy JO to be juſtified. | 
might name many more, but theſe may ſufhce; andI pray conſi- 
der ſeriouſly whether from moſt, if not all thoſe Aﬀertions, doth 
not follow by Natural and Neceſſary Conſequence that monſtrous 
concluſion now enquired of, wiz. that we may be ſaved without 
Faith and Repentance. Or, that Faith and Repentance arc not 


neceſſary to Salvation. TI ruly they ſpeak fo tully ro this particu» 


lar, in my appreheniion, that ail that [ can ſee lett you ro ſa-e 
your ſelt is, not to own theſe men for men of your ide. which 1 
ſhoul4 be heartily gla i ro hear. Burt conſider one paſſage more 
frequent, as 11 theſe Authors, fo in your own Sermon ; TI his, That 
the "ovenant of Free Grace zs as ſree asthat yith Noah. Now co:ccr- 
ning that we know, that Men are partakers of the benefits promi- 
ſed in it, tho they neicher know nor believe any f: ch Covenant. | 
And tif this of Salvation be as free, will it not thence follow, that 


Men may be ſaved in ic thothey never belicve it, or to much as 


know it > To meirt ſeems to follow without any conltraint at all, 
as [| ſball labour co manifeſt by reducing ic to an Argument, which 
I form thus. . 

By Vertue of the Covenant with Noah, Men are ſure to be ſaved from 
an Univerſal Deluge, tho they neuther know, nor believe ſuch a Covenant, 

Therefore: if the New Covenant be as free as that with Noah. a 
Man may be. ſaved in it, tho he neither know it, nor can be- 
lieve ir: More of this particular you may read-in Mr. Gataker a- 
gainſt Saltmarſh, both in the former Treatife, rag. 25.and inthe 


 Rejoynder, pas 11, 13,88. where he clearly thewcth this very 


Inference to be unconſtrained, and makes good the Charge now in 
debate againſt Mr. Saltmarſh, which Reverend A-thor. if you 
had any reference unto in that u ſavoury and noitome paſſage in 
your "Meera { challenge Malice it ſelf, 1 muſt needs tell y on, 
you were exccedingly to blame. 

Com: we to your Arguments, whereby vou labor to prove, 
that n0 condittons are annexed to the | urchaſes of Chriſt's Death in regard 
of ap; licatien. Y our firſt was from thoſe placcs of Scripture, which 
declare the All-ſufticiency of Chriſt's Death, and the perfeQtion of 
that in regard of Impetratzion, as Heb, 10. 14. and 1, 3,9, 12. Un- 
to which may be added your ſecond Head of Scriptures, 214. thoſe 
which hold ont unto us Gods acceptation of this Price and acqui- 
eſcence in it: as, Thrs zs my beloved *0n, in whom 1 am well pleaſed,&c. 

Now theſe do prove. that the Price paid by Chriſt was perfeCt 
and ſuſhcient ; yea, that it did fully impetrate, merit and _ 
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6 The Covenant of Grace not Abſolute 


chaſe at the Fathers hands, the perfect and compleart Redempri- 
on of hisE c& , So that God looks for nothing more to be done 
or ſuffered rowards the making up of the price, burreſts fuliy ſa- 
tified with the Sufferings of his Son. But they arc of no force 
atall to take off any requiſite neceflary to the application of this 
purchaſe, be it Qua'ification Condition, Inſtruments or Acent: 
tor inftance, It 1 ſhould on your ground argue, Jelits Chriſt hath 
by himiclt purged our lins, and perfected, &c. I nherefore there 
is no need the Goſpe: thou d b: preaclied unto” Men, or that the. 
Spirit of Grace be ſent unto them to regenerate thern , I doubr nor 
but you would deny my Inference, as well you might. So where 
you realon. Chriſt by dying hath paid a perfe& price, which was 
allo acccepted of Gotl the Father. - Ergo, there arc no conditions an- 
nexed tothe purchaſe of 1s Death ; you muit give me;leave to deny 
- your Argument. . And the realon 1s, be-aute they are not annexed 
as any part of the price, 16 make up it compieat; but only as the way 
and manner ma which the means and inſirument by which the terms 
and conduion on which.,and according co which Godadcth give,and 
Man receives ſalzation purchaſed: Notwithſtanding that , Chriſt 
hath thus perfe&tly purchalcd ir, yer himiclf doth reli me, thar un- 
leſs 1 repent, I ſhall periſh, Luk- 13 3,5. And it | Tbelzeve net, T ſhall 
be damned, Mark 16.16. As for that Maxime you citcd in the fro- 
fcaioneft your Argument, mpetratio eſt fundamentum applicationis, 
it makcs for us, an.) not at all azainſt us, For if it he fundamentum, 
the foundation, then it is not irſa applicatio, the applicatizn it Jelf, which 
isthe Monſter your ide do hug and luckle. Ir niakes indeed a- 
gainlt Arminian ſalvabilay ; for which End it is utzd by our Au- 
thors, viz toſhew, that tho /mpetration and Application may be di- 
(inguiſhed, yet they cannot be ſeparate or divided 1 their Objce. 
ut that tor whomſoever Chriſt doth impetrate, ito him the be- 
nefits impetrated mult be applicd ; For Application f{ay they) zs the 
End of Impetration, and Impetration the Foundation of Application. So 
that the Arminias Doftrine of Cenditions to be performed by Man's own 
tower, Which make the Ifſue of Chritt's death rob; uncertam and 
pendulouson Man's Free will, is wholly razed thereby ; bur our | 
Do@rine of Conditions purchated- for us by the Death of Chriſt, and 
to be wrought in us by the Spirit of Chritt are no way ſhaken. 
The purchaſes of Chriit's Death: may be ſurely applicd to them 
for whom they are purchaſed, tho they be aptlic conditionally. 
Nor is that other Maxime of any morc egy I" cauſ,; tota- 
li ſequitur effe@us, the total cauſe being pur, the ctfect Ee ; 
4 : or 
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but Conditional, modeſtly aſſerted. A 
for if you ſp ak of man's atual Salvation, or the application of ſalva- 
tion unto man, you cannot fay, that Chriſt's D-ath is the total 
cauſe of it. T he | whole and ſole meritorious Cauſe it is; But 1 hope 
God's Grace is the impalſive cauſe, Chrilt's Spirit the efficient cauſe, 
and Faith the zn/irumenta! cauſe. Aad bonum eft ex inte.rts caujls, 
Good doth arile from all Cauſes entire. Now tho an Inſtrument be 
the meanejt of Cauſes, yet is it neceſſary in the way of an [nfirument, 
nor can the Effed be in Ad before it be uſcd. 

Your third Head contained tuch Scriptures as ſpeak of Chriſt 
and Salvation, as of a gitt, a free gift; in purtuance of which you 
delivered, Chriſt 7s given, freely given of God, Ard if by Grace, thn 
not of Works. And what can be /aid on the creature that ts not a work.” If 
but a Reſe, not free. To be freely, and by con:1110n, z5 an abſolu'e,and flat 
contradictions 

tor Anſwer, the Covenant with Adam, in a paſſage before, you 
aver to be conditional ; And in a patſage following, you ſeem to 
intimate, that it is free, by ſaying, that bz could not have merited, 
had he kept the condition. It ſeerns then, that ts be free, and yer to be 
conditional, as flat a contradidÞion as it is, you your ielf have admir- 
red in the Covenant with Adam. | = 

Di4 you ſeriouſly confider what you ſpake when you ſaid, If - 
but to pay a Roſe, the tenure 7s not free? Cer ainly.my Countreymen 
in Gloceſterſhire, account that a very free Tenure, nor think Ithem 
therein miſtaken. And if fome Geatlemen ſhould beſtow on you 
an hundred pound a year, on condition you ſhould be more libe- 
ral to the Porr, to the expence, not of a Roſe or two, or a Pennyor 
tro but (it may be) tem or twenty pound a year, which unleſs you 
conſtantly exhibir, vou were to loſe the Pr mcipal. If for all this 
condirion you ſhould not ſay that this were a free gift, I ſhould 
account vau fouly anthanktol. If my Memory fail aot, our An-. 
_ cient Godly Divines uſe thoſe fimilitudes of a KR ſe, or Pepper-corn , 
| to ſet out the condition, not of Faith, bur of Good Works, which they 
- maintain to be required under the Goel, as a conſequent condition. 
By which Expreſſion of theirs, they do, (as you ſay) deſtroy the 
Freencſs of Grace. Bur your bare ſaying fo, doth not prove it, The 
truth is, the Arminians and Papiſts were more beholding to you for - 
ſome paſſages in your Sermons, than our Ancient Godly Prote- 
ſtant Divincs. | 

Bur come we to your Argument, which if nottaken ontof Dr. 
Crifpe, 1s zet certainly the ſame wich his, vol. 1. p, 64 & P. 179. 
By gift, and ou condition is 4 /lat contradiftion, "0 
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8 The Covenant of Grace not Abſolute, 
But take heed that you and the DoCtor mike no; the Scriptores 
to ſpeak at ſole and flat contradiction, which ſay, Fe are ſav2d 
by Grace thr u;h kat hb Enh. 2 8. And therefore it © of Fauh, that 
i might b: by Grace, Rm 4. 16, And being Juftiffed freely by hb 
Grace thro:zch Fy thin his Bl.o!, Rom. J. 23-24. Andinthe very 
place cired by you and the Diuttor, Row. 11. 6. If by Crace, then 
it is no m r2of Work; o herwiſe Grace is no more Cr:ice. But if it 
be by Works, it is no more of G ace, otherwiſe |Vorks are no more 
IVorks; where it follows, what thne« Iiael hath nat obtaine1 what 
ke feeketh for. And if you ask, wherctore > The Apoſtle will tell 
you, Rem. 9 32. B-cauſe t'ey þ ught it nit by Fa'th, = as it were by 
the Works of the Law. So likewiſe, Where isb1oſting than? It & 
excludel, Fy whit Law ? Of Works ? Nay, but b;. the Law of Faith. 
Rom. 3. 27. 4n1 to him that worketh not but telieveth, Rom. 4 5. 
The Scriptures joyn Faith and free Grace ; yea, they cell us, 1 hat 
freeneſs of - Grace is upheid by that requiſire or condition of Faith. 
But you call it a flat contradition. The Scriptures oppoſe Faith 
and Works. But youfay, 1 hat cz be laid upon the Creature, that 
iswot aWork> Ycu will bear men in hard that we teach contra- 
ditions, But I am ſure theſe paſſages of yours contrad:Ct the 

$:riptmne, _ | 
Azaing, d d not Chriſt lay repen tance a*d fa'th upon: the crea- 
ture, when he ſaid.repert and belie:e the Goſpel ; Matth 4.17 Mark 
I.15- yea, dcth he not lay it on them upon painiof damnation, 
when he doubles it Zuk- 13.35.exc-pt ye repent 1e ſhall per;fk-; Did 
not the Apoſtles lay ſomething on the creaiure, when they thus 
anſwered rhe:r troub!ed converts, who in anguiſh of ſpirit came 
with theſe queries to then, men and tre: hren hat ſhall we do; Als 
37. And Sirswhat ſhall I do to be ſaved , ch.16 20 fays, when they 
thus anſwered them, rep nt and believe 07 hs ar Flu Ghr:iſt,and 
be converted; D.d they not require ſomething of them, and lay 
| famething on them?And did Chriſt or hisAvoſtles:think you)preach 
any thing contradiftory to Free Grace, or Free Gift? hope, what= 
evcr -contraditions'you pin on our Sermons, you) will take heed 
what you faſfen onthe ſayings of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, whoſe 
doftrine we muittake leave tobelieve andfollow, haw contrad:i&ory 
ſocver ic be deemcd-i1thes world. Do not ſay hece; that Chriſt did 
not req ire them, nor his Diſciples preſs them, as coditions, 6” 45 4 
work (which is the DoRors evaſion)for you your {elf know that we 
diſclaim faith as a work, as much as you. We maintain notany 
wotthinels, excclency or merit in faith. I deſire you to ſhew me if 
} you 


but Conditional, modeſtly Aſſerted. '9 
you can, io any'of ours, that faith doth juſtiſy as a work 
done by us or tor any worthineſs or excellency that is 
in it. I any fure that | can ſhew you the contrary, and you 
may allo ſce it if you be pleated to peruſe Mr. Gatakers rejonder to 
| Saltmarſh, p. 5- 53. | This is that we maintain, that Faith is to re- 
quired of Gods coat if we have it, we ſhall have Salvationz and 
' it we have it not, we-cannot have Salvation, and that not only in 
Knowledg, tur in the Feing of it: Not only the Ey:dence, D:- 
claration, and Manifeſtation of that (which is the DoCftors Opt- 
rion, p. 168. ard1 tear is alſo yours) but not the Receipt, Benefit 
or Being of it, and that becauſc it is requite.] to the yery obtain» 
ing of it, not in any Meritorious, bur in an Inftrumental way. 

Now do not the Apoſtles aver as much when they Aufwer this 
- query, What ſhall I doto be ſaved ? Thvs, Repent and Bebeve, 
&c. Do they not in theſe Anſwers lay Repentance and Faich on 
the Creature as things required of God in them that would be Say- 
ed, and that row-r.'s the obtaining of their Salyation, not the 
Evidencing or mwaniteſting it only to themſelves. And when the 
Apoſtle ſaith, the Jews came ſhort of Righteouſneſs, which the 
' Gentiles attained unto, becauſe they ſonght 1t nct by Faith as the 
Gentiles did, Rom. 9. 31. Deth he ſpeak of the manifefo of Righte- 
ouſneſs, and not rather of Righteouſneſs, and Juſtification it (elf, 
- the being of it? Certajnly che Jews fell ſhort, not only of the Al- 
' {urance, but of the Eſſence and Being of' Righteouſneſs, and 'thar 
becauſe they ſought it not by Faich. So that Faith is required of 
God from the Creature {o, ard laid on the Creature ſo, that'by ir 
the Creature muſt ſeek everlaſting Righteonſaeſs, the Being of it, 
or he ſhall for ever go without it. Pee : 

-Bur for the thing it ſelf, char a' gift may be free, and yet 'con- 
ditiona], is no ſuch contradiftory 90s panty but that both uu 
may be true, well ſtand together, and uphold rather than deſtroy 
each othery you might haye ſeen'in our Authors, if you had been 
plealed to look intothem, or to haye called to mird what I pet- 
ſwade my {elf you have formerly read in thew. Comero w 
have informed you that all conditions do not deſtroy free Grace, 
Sed ee que poſſunt habere rationem meriti, but only ſuch as are mert 
cor;ous. Camero in Pl. 68. inter Arg. Solut. Med.ult, _ 

And DoQor Prideanx, That toa Mcricorious Work, four things 
are required, which are all of them wanting in our conditions, Pi 
teanx Ser. draught of the brook. 5 nat Kef. Cath, of uo 
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10 The. (ovenant of Grace not. Abſolute, 

Firlt, It muſt wholly and entirely proceed from the undertaker; _ 
The perſon that will Mcrit, maſt do it of himſelf, out of. his own - 
ſtrength and power : So was the condition of works to have been. 
pertormed. Man had ſtrength conveyed to him in created Na-. 
ture, and was to have kept the condition by this his ſtrength , Bur 
thus it is not in the conditions of the Goſpel : We receive ſtrengra- 
frara Grace, to perform the conditions of Grace, God who re- 
quires them of us, works them in us ; he gives to Fepenr, he gives 

vs to Believe ; which Ithink is the Crown of free Grace, that gives - 
123 2 Crown upon our bare receiying ir, and gives us alſo withal an. 
Haad to tak it. x wt 
' Secondly, Ir muſt be a mans own, no way due'or belonging to. 
th: Perſon of whom we Merit. Suppoſe a Tenant be three or 
four Years Rent behind with his Landlord, ta the value (it may» 
be) of one hundred pound, or two hundred pound ; and having: 
nothing to Pay, ſhould be frcely forgiven by his Landlord, on)y» 
on this conditicn,, that he carefully pay his Rent for time ro come. 
Shall ch's perſon ſay, the gift was not free becauſe upon this conditi- 
on ? - Why the condition is due unto- the Landlord, whether he 
fargive what is paſt or no,and therefore can no way'detraft from the- 
freencſsof the gift. So is our Faith due, our-repentance is due (the 
fall, and the recovery by. Chriſt ſuppoſed) ro God from us, whether 
he forgive and j4fify upon themorno. And theretore the freeneſs of the 
gittof Righteoulneſs is no way.impaired by the requirement ofthern. 
When we have done all we are commanded, we muſt ſay. we are 
unprofitable Servants, Luke 17. 10: unprofitable ſaith:Chamier, to our- 
ſelvesr, Panſtr. Cathol. tom. J.1. 14, C. 16. ang 21. add 25. we have: - 
riot earned ſo much as thanks for our ſelves ; and bat b<cauſe we 
have done no more than what's our duty. Oppoſita ſunt ſolvere de- 
bitum & mereri : To pay or diſcharge a debt and toimerit or deſerve, - 
are oppoſite. Ibid. 9.38. | | [ 


Thiedly, I: mult be one way profitable or adyantagious.to the. 
perfon of whom we Metit. | Z 
Now this aifo fails :. Fo”, Can a man be profitable to God, as a wiſe 


* 
_ 


man tu profitable to himſuo If * Is it any gain or pleaſure to him, that 
rhou make(t thy ways perfett ?. Job 22. 2. and 35,4,'5, What pro- 
fie it is rothe Sun, that we recziye its light into 0:1r Houſcs> Or: - 
to the Spring, that we drink of its Water > God isn9 way in- 
damaged by our Impenitency, nor advantagcd by our return in to. 
him all the cmolument accrues to us our ſelves. And therefore. 
cho be require our return unto him, and belief on him, if we will 
be ſaved by bim, yetis his gitt of Salyation neyerthelets free, by 
j cauſe - 
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but Conditional, modeſtly aſſerted. IT 
* cauſe he is no way the gainer by the things required. Nay, the 
conditions required by him are matter of further charge and expence_ 
unto him, he being the worker and doner of them, as was ſhew- 
:&d in the firſt particular. Suppoſe that ſome rich perſon ſhould 
adopt a poor mans child to be his Heir , upon condition that the 
child bz ſent home unto him, to live with him, and to betrained 
and bred upin Learning by him. Shall the yourg man ſay, it is 
rot free? Becauſe it is ufgon condition, he l:aves his Father's 
Cottage for ir, he goes to School for it, &c. Alas, what profic 
are either of theſe to his foſler Father > Nay, rather they ate 
matter of further charge ro him ; for by reaſon cf thete, he is ar 
cult for his Food, Apparel, Schooling, and other neceſſaries ro his 
Breeding and Egucation : So when the Lord who chuſcth amongſt 
his Enemies thoſe whom he Adopts to be Heits of Salvation, 
doth require of ther, that they repent of their ſin; belicye on his 
Son, leave off all their vain ways, and learn to be like himſelf 
who is their Father : Theſe Heirs of Grace cannot ſay that their 
Inkeritance is not freely given, becauſe it is given on'thele terms 
and conditions : For the things required are no way profitable to 
God who doth require them ; but rather matter of further ccſt 
and charge unto him, who ſends his word, his meſſengers, his 
graces, his ſpirit for the working of them. 

4- It muſt be ſome way ons cpm to the reward we &x- 
ret for it, which alſo fails in our conditions z for what pro- 
portion is there between our Repentance and Remiſhon, between 
our Faith and Juſtification. As the Apoſtle, our light Affliftvons, 
which are but for a moment, work forth unto us an exceeding, ande- 
ternal weight of glery 2 Cor. 4. 1 rg So may we allo ſay of 
our Repentance and Fajch. If the Landlord ſhould ſay to his 
Tenant (one hundred or two hundred pound indebted to him} 
Theſe ſums you owe, and | do 'not fee where you have 2penny 
to pay, I might uſe-extremiry towards you, - caſt you into Priſon; 
and there let you Ret; but will not deal fo ſeverely with'you. 
Do but make an ingenuous acknowledgment of what'you owe, 
and that you will'be beholdling tome, and I will freely remit ir. 
Shall this perſon-lay, he was nor freely forgiven, becauſc it was on 
this condition , his : acknowledgment ? Alas, whar pr 10n is 
there between the debt and the acknowledgment2 Thus God 
ſeems to {peak to us in the matter of Repentance. ' Only achnow- 
Tedg thine iniquities, Jer. 3.13. | 

-The ſum of all is, That _ giyes freely, which he giyes 

2 | | un 
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1.3 The Covenant of Grace not Abſolute, - 
On condition, when withal he gives ability zo perform the con- 
gy elſe ſalyation given for, and throught Chriſt would nec 
ree. | þ | 
Bur ſuch arethe conditions we pond for, as our dutics, fo Gods 
ifrs and graces: and therefore the gitt of ſalvation, notwith- 
ding thern, is free.- Fo 
Again,. That, we give. on-.condition, the - condition being the 
arties: duty to whom we give, is free, elſe'/the porticns that 
arents give dutiful Children would not be free pitt. | 

Bur ſuch are the conditions maintained by us; ſuch. as we owe 
of duty to God, whether he give or no; he giyeth therefore 
freely.. though he require them. | | 
- 3-: That we give on conditions, the conditions being no way 
beneficial to us who give, no way equivalent cothe thing we give, 
nor any way cauſal of our giving, .we give molt freely. 

But ſuch alſo are the conditions defended by us, as hath been 
made apparent, they no way benefit the Lord at all, they are in- 
finitely diſproportionable to the gitt of ſalvation he beſtows, nor - 
do they any way move him to beſtow ſalvation ; but rather his 
will and purpoſe to beſtow ſalvation, moves him to beſtow them, 
that by receipt of them, his people might be fitted for the ſalya- 
tion he intends them. | ES 

And therefore notwithſtanding that they are required, the - 
gift of ſalvation is moſt free. . + | 

'Thus have we done with your Argument, from the freeneſs 
of grace ( which, that it may well ſtand with our conditions, 1 
hope is well cleared) as alſo with your Arguments taken from 
ſcripture, We come now to thoſe you fetch. from Reaſon. The _ 

firſt of which was taken from the. intent. of Chriſt in dying, 
which the Scriptures hold out to be, the ſalvation of thoſe for 
whom he died. Now (ſay you) if he died conditionally, it will follow 
that he willed not.their ſalvation at all, but their damnation, as much or 
more than their ſalvation ; for he wills their ſalvation if they believe other- 
wiſe their damnation ;, aud it z8 yatural to them not to believe. ; | 

This and all that follows inthe nar may make againſt 
the Arminians, who hold that Chrilit hath purchaſed ſalvation - 
 forus, bur not faith, and that he died for us conditionally (i, e ) 

that we ſhould be ſaved-if we did believe,but did noway procure 
fax us.that we ſhould. believe: and accordingly. it is ufed ty our 
 Authars, though in other terms, ro-deſtroy the Arminians condi- 
LE» | ; - tionally; _ 


F 
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ſhould be ſaved whether they did believe or no? 1 


"but Conditional, modeſt aſſerted. 1; 


tionally ; as you may fee in Owen, Univerſal Redemption, p. 108, 
109, 110, But conditional redemption, io which the conditions 
are purchaſed, as well as the ſalvation (which is that we main- 
ui it no way oppugnerh. Put caſe an outlandiſh man ſhould 
procure for his Son tome inheritance in our Country to be en- 
zoyed by him upon his infranchiſement ; you cannor ſay. he in- 
rended his Sons non-cnjoyment of it, as much as enjoyment, be- 
cauſe of the condition of his Infranchiſcment, if that the Infran- 
chiſement be procured by the Father as well as the inheritance. 
The Purchaſers intert (I hope is) full and firm. Notwithſtand- 
ing the conditionality of the purchaſe, when the condition is 
purchaſed, as well as the thing. So when we maintain that 
Chriſt hath procured Salvation tor us, to be cnjoycd conditional- 
ly, if wedo believe. We cannot infer thence, that he intended 
our damnation as much as ſalvation, becauſe we have no power 
ro believe; for we maintain alſo, that Chriſt hath purchafed for 
us, that we fhall believe. 
Sir, Arminians ſay, that Chriſt died for us that we might be {a= - 
ved if we dobclieve; we, that Chriſt died for us, that we ſhould 
believe, and bclicving have life through his name. Owen p. 112. 
Dare you ſay that Chriſt died for any ſo ANGRY, as that they 
ope you will 

not, tho your parallelling the New Covenant with that with Neab 


doth naturally yield ſuch an inference, as hath already been 


ſhewed. - -_ 

Your ſecond Argument was the ſame with one you uſed in your 
former Sermons, where you aflerted the abſolureneſs of the new 
Covenant, wiF. That thzs conditionality infers a liberty of will. ©. 

But Sir, that thofe-who plead for conditions are no way mains 
_— or abettors of free will, their writings fſufficieat'y.. de- 
clare. . 

Nu make men-belitve that we preach not repentance 25 the grace of 
God by hs Spirit, - wrought in our hearts in and for Chriſt, which us 
mo? untrue ;, and who of ua denies faith te be the gift-of God, wr that 
God out of hzs love. to us in Chriſt, freely worketh it un us, that thereby we 
may be enabled to receive Chriſt. Gataler Rejoynd. p. 31. T hat-we are 
nor only. half dead,but quite. dead,and can dogothingthar.is.g 
until rhe Spirit quicken us; cannot $2.90 C kriſt cill God the Fa- 
cher draweth us: cannot believe on Chriſt nor repent of {in un- 
til che Lord give tuntous, and cnable us thereto, is a _—_ 

: avec 
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 hath'from the beginning choſen ws to ſalvation throug | 
Spirit, and belief of the Truth, 2 Theſ. 2.13. And heretofore C 'E 


Covenant of © Grace not Ab/olute 
' have long ago learned from their- Sermons, and often: meet 
with in their writinzs. And as for the Inference, he: which 
chargeth the Patronage of free will on that kind of preaching, 
that holds out life and ſalvation upon condition of. faith and re- 
pentance, Jer him look to it how he will quit Chriſt ard his Apo- 
{tles from that charge, whoſe Sermons are full of counſels, com- 
mands and calls, that require men to repent and Eclieve, if evcr 
they would be ſaved. Sir , conditions ro be 'pcrformed by 
us of our own {trength and - power , which; the Arminians 
maintain, argue' a power in mans will indeed. Bur conditions 
purchaſed by Chrilt for us, and. to be wrought by his Spi- 
ric - us, Which we maintain; .Iafcr| no gower of free will 
at all. ” | 
Your third Argument was taken from Eleftion. That from thzs 
conditional Redemption would follow, that men are elefted bnt conditional 
ly, fo that God's Eledtion ſhould be nndetermined and unefeeftual, and the 
Will of God fha.4ld be made ſubordinate to the Will of the creature. 
Sir, God may be ſaid to eleft conditionally two ways. 
I. So as that the condition'be conſidered as anteceding his Election, 
moving him to will Salvation to ſuch a perſon. This C onditionality 
indeed ſubordinates the Will of the Creator to the&Creature, and 


. cauſeth Eletfionto be undetermined and incffctua). Bur ſuch kind 


of conditions, We oppunge as Arminian. 2 | 
Or 2. So, as that the condition precede indeed the atual enjoy- 
ment of the benefits to which men are cleed, but follows Ele&on 
it ſelf. And this conſideration of conditions of Eledfion we pro- 
pugne, as no way evacuating either the efficacy or determinareneſs 
of God's EleCftion, nor yer in any wiſe ſubjefting the Will of God 
co the Will of Man therein. Hear what Dr. Ames ſaith: to this 
very thing. 7t never was denied by our Divines, that Faith was main- 
tained as acondition antecedent indeed to ſalvation, but conſequent unto, or 
following Eleftion it ſelf, (i. e.) but bath been conſtantly religiouſly main- 
tained, Cor. de Ele&.c 1.H4.p. 7. No, Sir, our Defrine'con- 
cerning conditions, doth no way Caray the certainty of +Eleion. 
But orr the contrary, the Doftrine of Ele&ion doth confirm this 
our :Tcnent of Conditional Redemption. For fo as God from all E- 
roky PRI Salvation \unto 145, and-elefted us thereto; So did 
Chriſt purchaſe it, and fo is it attually to be _— | Bur God 
ſanftification of the 


but Conditional, modeſtly aſſerted. 15 

did purchaſe it to be obtained that way, and that way ir is aftual- 
Iy to be enjoyed. Sothattill we b2 brought over tothe beliet of 
the truth. and ſome degree of SanQificarion ; we cannot be faid 
atually to partake of any part of the Salvation purpoſed or pur- 
chaſed. Fhar God eletts for Faith foreſeen, we utterly deny ; 
but that he eleGerh through or by ic, 2. e. Salvation to be obtained 
through or by it, we reiigiouſly maintain. 

' Your fourth Argument runs thus, If th: purchaſes of Chriſt's death 
have any condition annexed tothem i! regard of application, then thc ſe con- 
ditions ſhare with Chriſt in the baſin of ſalvation. It is the ſame with 
another of your Arguments uſed in your former Leftures, .and 
near of kin to that of Dr. Criſp, Yol. r. p, 168. Then Chritt juſtifieth 
_ Chriſt himſelf? If not, then Chriſt muſt have a F art- 
ner to mſtifie. | | | 

But the Sequel both .in yours and the Dr's Argument is notori-. 
oully falſe; and that becauſe conditions are not required in the ſame 
way of cauſality that Chriſt's Righteouſneſs is. For that is requi-- 
red as a meritorious cauſe, purchaſing andprocuring man's peace; 
Faith isan inſtrument apprehending it, and Chriſt the cauſe of ir; 
Repentance as away leading to it,or Qualification fitting a perfon 
for it. Now when an effet depends on divers Cauſes of a diffe-. 
rent kind, the Necefficy of the one, argues not the inſufficiency 
of the other z but the one may be ſufficient in. 1ts kind, tho the 
other be required. The wounded perſon muſt apply thePlaiſter 
tothe Wound, if he will haye it heal hum. The Tiflaſed perſon 
muſt drink che porion, twſt ctavel roche Bath, and bathe himſelf” 
therein, if he will have either the Potion ro purge him, or che 
- Bathto cure him.. Yet would it be great -Weakneſs in cither of 
theſe, toſay, that the Plaiſter,the Porion, the Bath: were nor ſuffi- 
cient, becauſe they were required to go-unto the one, to take and 
apply the other; for their taking, going, drinking, applying.are : 
not required in the ſame ſanatory and medicinal way as the Bath, 
the Plaiſter, or the Potion are ; but only- in an Inſtrumental way, 
to-bring theſe home tohim, that ſothey might work upon him. 
So, nor is my Repentance and Faith required 'm any fartisfatory, 
or meritor:ous way, to fſatisfic Gods Juſtice rogether with Chriſt, 
or meric Remifſion for me; no, Chriſt doth that alone, they are 
only repuired to fit me for Chriſt, and bring me to Chriſt, Did 
wealcribe any merit or worthineſs ro our conditions, then you 
might ſay indeed that we made them Partners with Chriſt ;-eur- 

| We 


16 The Covenant of Grace not Abſdlite, 
We abhor this as much as you. - Faith, ſaith Mr. Gataker, affords not 
the leaſt mite texards the ing up of that price, wherewithiour debt zs to 
be di charged. 4 aroma 2 1 47. | : 
hat this Anſwer would bemade unto your Argument,you your 
ſelf foreſaw; and therefore to anticipate it, you ſay, - But 
Same diglinguiſh between Conditions, and meritorious Conditions, &c, Un- 
co which you reply, That this is a moſt weak Evaſion, tor Papilts 
themſelves aſcribe no Merit to the preparations they plttadforzand 
Cite for its Conc: Trad, Sefs 6c. 8. | Ee 

And here, Sir, is a ſecond calumny. * For as before you ranked 
us with Armznians, ſo here you would inſinuate that we joyn hands 
with Papiſts in maintaining of this condicional Redemption. Bur 
as | hope | have vindicated ir tiom the charge of Arminianiſm, ſo I 
doubt not alſoto clear it from this of Patila. 8 

Is irenoughs my good Friend; to mike a ching cvil, to ſay that 
Papilts hold ſo ? -W hy did you'cite Aſtins and Lefues, both Pa- 
piits, among the Champions-of your Opinion ? Papiſts agree 
with us, and we with them in many things. Nor call we that 
Pojiſh where: they -are found, and agree with. us, bur that only 
wherein they being Erroneous, we diſſent from them, and protelt a- 
gainlt them. *Now whether or no Papiſts maintain any Meritori- 
_ ouſnefs: in the preparations they defend, ſure 1am, that Proteſtanr 
 Arthors chiefly oppoſe this Metitoriouſmeſs of them, as I ſhall 
- prove anto you. f : | 

Firſt then, confider that what Chemnitius reply, to that very 
-- place and pallage of the Council that you cite, if | haye nor milt 
your Quo:ation. His words are thele : EE 

If therefore this were the mind and judgment of the Synod, that it 
wold fimply ſhew that manner and order which God doth uſ: according to 
the Dottrin of the Scripture, when he intends to bring men to juſtificati- 
on; andif they would not attribute- thoſe things ' which- the Scripture }. 
teacheth do £0 before it, to the (irength of free will, ' but* to the -Grace 
of God, and Operation of his Holy Spirit,- nor place any merit or worth in 
thoſe preparations for which we may be juStified , we might eaſily be a- 
greed concerning the word preparation, rightly underſtood according to the 
Scripture. Exam. part 1.'p. 172, = 4 

Our of which of Chemmtius, I obſerve three things. 

(1.) That however in that Seſhon- they* did daube oyer the 
matter, yetthey did hold a dignity, worth, and merit of con- 
gruity to be 1n theſe preparations,” which the ſame EO 

1 -dot 


doth afterwards prove at large, ſpending three or four leaves there- 
ir. (2.) That Chemnitius held ſomething, ſome work wrought by 
the Spirir in Man to precede his Juſtification, or his reception of 
Juſtification ; tor in the following Paragraph: Thus he ſoaks. 
It is therefore falſe, which in the ninth Canon they attribute tous, as: 
if we taught that not ary n:cti-nf the Will given Ly Gody and excited 
by bim, dcth go before our Recaiving of Juſtification : For we do altoge- 
ther teach that repentance and c-ntrition do go before. Wie dent ſay, 
that they g1 bifore as a ment', which by us worth d.th-c17perate to the 
obtain 'ng of juſtification ; but «s the ſenſe of (icknejs or grief of 4 
wounds ts not atiy merit of the cure, but dyth raiſe and ſtir up to de(reg 
feck out an1 welcome the Fhyician. For the whole hath 1:0 need of the 
Eh; fitiaa, but they that are (ich, as Chriſt ſaith | 

And in this {cnſe, thoſe things (as the Scripture ſaith) do go bef re. 

3. That be could cafily have agreed with thoſe Tridentine 
Fathers about preparations (the word Preparation bcing rightly un- - 
derſtcoJ, and according to Scripture expreſhons  ) it they would 
n2t have aſcribed them to the ſtrength of free will. nor have pur 
the wotth and meric of juſtification upon ther. 'By this (I think) 
it is plain, that they were meritorious preparations that Chemnitins 
did oppoſe in his writings againſt the Papiſts. - And truly I wonder, 
that you ſhould cavil at thac diſtinQtion:I gave between a condition 
and a meritorious cavſc: And more,:that you ſhou!d ſay that 
Papiſts aſcribe no merit to conditions, and preparations, You 
know the queſtion concerning-the conditional pronnſes of the Goſpel 
is handled under that concerning the neceſſity of works, where our 
Writers grant a neceſſity of preſence, but not of efficiency, which Bet» 
larmine contends for. Now I pray, what do they underſtand by 
that efficievcy, but a meritorious cfficacy ?  Or,-what other then 
that can be alcribed unto works > yea, that our Authours unders 
ſtand merit by that efficiency, they deny. -Add to Chemmitins, 
Chamier, and conſider two pa in him. | 

\But the Goſpel doth not promiſe ſaluation-without any condition of ob< 
ferving the Law, * nor did ever any of - ours teach that : So that be do not 
take the word conditvon for: merit, - And -in ch. 5. Set. 11. For the 
condition v4 Faith 15 m0t antecedent, but conſequent, becauſe there ts 
no merit of Faith'conſudered, or Faith is not the cauſe of Salvation. T'0 
theſe joyn Deftor Ames, who ſaith, T Ea 
We do not deny that good works have any relation to Salvation; for they 
bave the relation of an adjund# conſequent, and of the effe- to Salper 
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tion obtained (as theyſprak ;) and of an adjuutt antecedent, and diſpoſing 
to Salvation to be obtained ;, and alſo of an Argument confirming oar aſ- 
ſurance and hope of Salvation : But we deny that any works: of ours can 
be a. meritorious cauſe of Fuſtificatim and Salvation. And in the 
Chaptcr before, Promiſes with a condition of obedience as the cauſes of 
that right which we have to the thing promiſed, are proper ito the Lay , 
but promiſes with condition of obedience, as of the adjuntt wt effett of the 
' thing promiſed, or the donation of it, hav? place in the moſt bountiful king- 


_ of Grace, where there is no place found for our merits. Cap 5. 
.--3- ; 


Biſhop Davenant ſhall bz the next, who averring repentance, - 


faith and loye to be neceſſary to jultificatton, adds by way of 
explication, and in oppoſition to the Popiſh ſenſe of neceflicy. 
Theſe and the like -inward works of the heart are neceſſary to all that 
are juſtified : not becauſe they containe in themſelves that ficacy or merit 
of ju/tafication; but becauſe according. to Gods ordination either they are 
required as conditions precedaneous to , or concurrent with juſtification, 
as to repent ,, an4 to believe; or elſe as effetts neceſſarily flo ring from 


juſtifying faith; as to love God, to love our neighbour. - De juſt.a. cap 3o. 


2. 1. Argum.t. And in his next Chapter,ſtating. this queſtion, 
whether good works may be ſaid to be neceſſary to juſtification and ſalvation? 
he ſets Fm in his firſt and ſecond concluſions, that in controver- 
fieswith Papiſts, and Sermons to m—_ people, we ſhould not 
uſe ſuch expreffions without due explication of them , and that 
becauſe both Papiſts and people will be ready to underſtand them 
necefiarily as mericorious cauſes of ſalvation. Shewing by example 


ofthe Ancient Fathers how careful they have been to forbear 


fone forms of ſpeechyby realon' of the corrupt fenfe of hereticks: 
to which purpoſe he atledgeth that of Hierom; that wbich' may well 
be pokes, 7s not ſor:etimes to be ſpoken by reaſon of the Ambigmty. 

- Nevertheleſs in- his fifth, ſixth and ſeventh. Concluſions he 
© maintains, that they are neceſſary thereto though 1.0t as meritorious cauſes, 
yet 4s previens and concurrent conditions. Ler Mr. Perkins be the firſt we 


name for-chis. particular; who in his _— Catholick, befides 


the head of Merit, (which wholly. make for us and ſhews ſuffici- 
ently. the:Papiſts ro be Patrons of merit) in that of Repentance, 
{peaking ofthe differences beeween us and Papilts.gthereta faith, 
Tbe fourth abuſe is touching the effebf an1 efficacy of Repentance; for they 
make it a meritorions canſe of remefaon of jim , and of life ev: riaſting, flat 
againſt 1be Hord of Gods And-a little after: They aſcribe to their contri- 


tion 


ol 
4 
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tion the merit of congruity , Whicy £11:0t flend with the ſufficient merit of 
Chriit, Ie for our parts hold, that God requires contrition at our hands 
not to merit remiſſicn of Jins , but that we may acknowledge cur on 
unworthineſs., be humbled in the ſight of God and diflruſt all cur own me- 
rits ; and further, that we may make more account of the benefit of Chriff, 
whereby we are received into the favour of God, and more carefully ſhun 
ſin for time to come. But we acknowledge no contrition at all to be meri- 
rorious ſave that of Chrit, ] might add to theie, learned- Comery 
In Pſal 65. in ſclut. ars, med. ult. and repeat that which I cited our 
of him before, icbei' g che very ditinQion which you call a moſt 
weak evalion z and tie defence of which, we are now upon. 
As aiſo renowned Pomble, who ſpends a whole Chapter in refur- 
122 that opinion of B-{larmine, and the Romaniſts; viz. Tat faith 
juſtiftes us as an efficient and meritorions cauſe obtaining . deſerviaggand in 
ts kind beginning juſtification Tradt.of Fuſtif. $2&.2.c.1.But I ſhall con- 
tent, my felf witathe recital of ewo-more,, who handle the very 
Queſtion now in controverſie , Whether the Promiles of. the 
Goſpel be abſolute or conditional? And determine that they-are 
abſolute not conditional. T he firit of theſe is Broachmay who 
faith , It is not controverted, Whetber the pronnſ s of the Goſpel,that 
they may be fruitful! and ſaving, do-require faith : Neither ist ca:led into 
controverſi- , Whether the promiſes of the Goſpel be ſo free and ——_ 
that they diſcharge a man from a ſerious ſorrow ſ'r ſins, and from all ftudy 
of good works \, For he muſt be an infant in Scrijture, that is not acgnainted 
with theſe aſſertions of the holv Spirit. But the true ſtate of the queſtion is 
whether the Goſpel for any our worth, intention, work , merit , or any diſ- 
poſition in us, doth promiſe 10 us grace, mercy, remiſſion of ſin and eternal 
life ; or rather for and through Jeſus Chrift apyrehended by faith. Syſt. tom 
2 art de Evang. c. 2. And again, in anſwer to Bellarmines fifth 
objeftion, which was, that the promiſes of the Goſpel do always require 
the condition of Faith : T hus he faith ; which we grant. And*fur- 
ther avers, that this condition of faith willſtand with his Aﬀer- 
tion of abſolute promiſes : For faith he, We warned you in the begin- 
ning, that it 7s not Controverted, Whether the promiſes of the Goſpel do 
require Faith, which we willingly grant : But whether in the free remiſ- 

ton of ſins, the condition of Faith-be required as any work of ours, or cer- 
rain di eres in us ; to which, as to an efficient, helping, or cooperating 
__ the free remiſſron of ſins may be aſcribed ,, which we do roun ly deny, 
| Theotheris Mr. Burges, Vind. Leg. Left. 26. p. 249. who afſerts 
the ſame out of Broachman, as I conceive. By theſe Citations1 
D 2 | hope 


"Ap 
*2 
& 


th 4 
. " PIER 429) © +. lth « 8 4 
_ _—_— 4 - wr +xY l RA d. w.; 
_ | x09 oh — _ 
y « . —_— 
inks 4 <0” lbs - qo 
dy « i F % 
<7 Poms — ner” 5 
_X 4 m— 


20 The (ovenant of Grace not Abſolute, 


hope it will more then ſufficicatly appear to an eye not ſtrangely - 
polleſt wich prejudice, | 

1. That the diſtintion between a Condition, and a meritori- 
ous Cauſe, is no ſlender and weak Evaſio), but a main and fun- 
damental DiſtinQion in this Controverſic, ſuch as on which the 
very hinges cf the Coutroverlie do:h turn. 2 

2. T hat your ſaying. That Papiſts aſcribe.not any'Meritoriouſ- 
neſs to.conditins, Wc. is moſt falſe, .if there be any truth in tieſe 
Proteſtant CollcEtions , yea, that it doth aſperſe thyſe Reverend 
Proteſtant Authors fore-nam'd, who oppoſe the Papilt in'the ye- 
ry paiticular. © 
+ 3. Thatthoſc of our Divines who maintain confitional pro- 
miles in the Covenant, whilſt wichal they exclude all claim of 
dignity, worth, merit, or any ſuch cauſalicy from theſe conditt- 
ons, do not joyn with Papilts, as you would make the people be- 
lieve, but with Proteitants againſt Papilts; and differ riot one hairs 
breadth from thoſe who aver the Covenant to: be abſolute, nor 
conditional ;. For by the Conditions which they deny, they under- 
ſtand meritorious Conditions. | | 

4. T hat in rejecting this diltintion between a Condition and a 
mcritorious Cauſe, and afſcrting the Covenant to be without, not 
only meritorious conditions, but all other allo : you oppoſe 
all Orthodox Divines thit ever I met with, not only thole that 
hold the Covenant to be conditional, but thole alſo who in termanis 
aver the abſolutenels of it, (tor by the conditions they zeject, the 
unde: ſtand meritorious ones, as hath been ſhewed ) and joyn wit 
Mr. Sa tmarſh, Dr Criſp , and ſuch other whom the Othodox, nat 
out of malice, bur tor diſtintion ſake; and for the due deſert of 
ſome of their Tenents do call Arntinomans. LS 

Bur let us fee what further ſtrength you bring to. the battering 
o* this diſtin&tion ; for your charge of Popery will not. hold, You 
add therefore farther ; Did. Adams doing merit life ; None will ſay it. 
Tet the Grace of God is. more ſhewed in tbe latter then in the firſt Couenant 
Therefore in it no conditions at all. - h — 
Sir the A-oftle ſaith, To him that worketh the reward js reckoned, 
70t of grace,but of debt, Rom 4.4. | know ſome hold the Covenant 
with Adam, wherein works were injoyncd, to be a Covenant of - 
Grace. Ihave heard Mr. Simonds of Holland deliver tht in a Ser- 
mon at Rederith and thereupon divide the Covenant of Grace in- 
© the Coycoant of Works, and the Coyenant of Faith. | Certain» 


wy; 
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ly had Adam keptthe condition ofthe firſt Covenant. he had done 
no more than his Duty ; nr had he profited God ar all;-belides, 
there would haye been ſmall or no proportion þ:tween that his 
Work andthe reward; all which are required to mer:t proper. 
Sothat in ſome ſenſe that may be cailed a Covenant of Grace Ne- 
vertheleſs in the latter Covenant of Faith, the Grace of God is 
ſo far more fully, richly, and glorioully manitelted, than in that 
of Works, as that it obtaineth the title of the Covenant of Grace, 
The Apoſtle ſaith, it was by Faith, that it m:ght be by Grace, Rom. 
4- 16. And the Scripture being ſo plain tor ir, I ought to belicye 
it, though I could not make it out to others, wherciu it was irccr, 
nor yet apprehend it my elf. . 

But, my good Friend, the buſineſs is not ſo difficult but that ic 
may be, and hath been alrcady diſpatched by forme ot our fide, 
and the freeneſs of the lacter above che former, notwirhltanding 
the conditionality of borh,.at large diſcovered. And that nor 
by excluding faith, or the condition of faith from lic latter ( as 
you would have it ) for that would interfcre with thatof the Apo- 
ſtle now cited, By Faith, that it might be of Grace ; where Faith is 
taken in, not ſefr out to make out the freeneſs, Nor yet only be- 
cauſe faith-is given of Gad, and fo ability to keep the latter Cove- 
nant is given, which is ſomething. . For though that ltrength, 
Adam-had to keeg the firſt Coycnant was freely beſtowed on him 
by God in his Creation, yet when God waspleaſcd to cn'cr into 
a Covenant with him, he had it in him, and wasto work 11 his 
own ſtrength and power. Whereas in the New Covenant God 
finds man in an impotent, weak and dead condition , and graci- 
ouſly promiſerth to work in him ability rodo what he requireth : 
This I ay )is ſomething that ſerves to thew the freenels ot Divine 
Grace in the New Covcnant ; for the Apoſtle faich expreſly, 
Epheſ. 2. 8. We are ſaved by Grace through Faith, and that uct of our 

ſelves, it zs the gift of God ;, where the giving of the ung rogues 
| red, to wit, Faith, is introduced by the Apoſtle to ſhew the free- 
neſs of Grace. 

Bur the ſuperabundancy of Grace in the latter Covenant ap- 
pears moſtly in this, that in the former, the. matter of mans Ju- 
{tification had been ſomething of his own, his own cxact and per- 
fe& obedience to the Law of God , but in the latter, the matter 
of.it is anothers, the perft& Rightcouſncis of Chriſt. In the one, | 


man, runs into himſelt for the price of his life and os 4 0 
ue 1 
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But in the other, faith carries him out..of himſelf unto another, 
the Lord Jeſws Chrilt tor all. . Ia the one, the condition ſelf 
and rhe kceping of it, was to have been rhe matter of mans Righ- 
rcouſnels, the ground of his Juſtification. In the other, it is on- 
ly the Initrament and Mean. tn the one, rhe condition it felt 
(// obs) procured lite, in and of themſelves, withontany refe- 
rence to any other ; but in the cther, Faith is looked on, not as 
a IVork, but as an !a/trument ; nor doth it ſave for any excellency, 
worth or vertue that 15 in It, but only becauſe it Jays hold on 
Chriit. Icannot better exprets my felt than in Mr. Gatakers words, 
Kejoynder, p 45, 47. In the one, Works are conſidered, as in themſelyzs 
performed by the Parties to be jujtifizd and lie. Jn the other, Faith rs 
confelered and required, not as works barely done by us, but 25 an ſnſtru- 
ment whereby Chrift 7s apprehended, in whom 7s found, and by whom that 
zs done, whereby Go1s Ffuſtice rs ſatrsfied, an i life eternal meritoriouſly 
procared fir us; ſ5 that they cffer 25 muci 25 theſe two Propoſitions. 
t. Pay your debt of a thouſand pounds and be free. . 2. Rely on ſuch 
. a friends ſattsfattion made for it. and be as free as if you had madefull 
payment and ſatzsſattion your ſelf. All this and more you may find 
in that reverend Divine, your contempt of whom, and all other 
not of your way, fads the hearts of your fricnas, and. makes them 
icar that which they are loth to ſuſpect concerning you. 

' You proceed, and tell us, that though it be not meritorious, 
yct if it be Antecedent, it muſt be Effe&ive; For au Antecedent con- 
dition ts effeffive. Conditio Antecedens eſt effect. 

Sir, By your own maintaining faith to be an inſtrument in the 
work of our ſalvation(which I think is more than a condition,tho 
15 morel believe than truth) you muſt of neceflity grant it both a 
precedency & efficiency thereinzfor inſtrumentsare always reckon- 
ed ro the efficient cauſe, and in order of nature precede the effe:. 
And 'thas I conceive that faith is effeive in the work of our ſal- 
vation, as an inſtrument receiving Ghriſt, not as a condition. 
Conditions are not cffe&ive, but inſtruments are. Asfor that of 
Chamier, that a condition Antecedent zs effetftive ; Tom. 3.l.5.c. 5.9.2, 
| conceive he means meritorious, the paſſage citcd out of him 
already leading meto that conjefture : For (faith he) the Condi- 
; tion of faith xs not Antecedent, but conſequent, becauſe no merit of faith 
7s conſidered, or faith zs not the Cauſe of Salyation. ibid, & 16 Now that 
Conditions are meritorious, yea or fo much as impulſtye, is alto- 
- gether denied by the Afſertors of conditions, who allow no _ 

| Ity 
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lity at all ro them, Ir reſts on you to prove that the Anteceden- 
' cy ofa condition doth infer irs cau ality : For though Chamier aver 
it, yet | fee no ground for that his = ffertion, eſpecially in ſucl 
conditions. as thoſe we maintain in the New Covenant. 

Your firſt Argument runs thus: If Conditions be annexed, &c. 
Then no man can be ſure of the benefits purchaſed whileſt h» liy:s, for 
the conditions muſt be performed, &c, To winich we may ad. two 
Arguments of your tormer Sermons, the firſt the very ſame with 
this: If ſalvation were on condition, then none could be ſure of ſalvati- 
on, for none can be ſnre to hold out in performance of the (:9nditton. ] he 
other, If any condition be required, then none can be ſued /cx none 
can perform the condition, Adam could not al-ſlain ſom one tree when he 
was in the ſtats of Innocency. Much leſs — 

Firſt, Sir, your inſtance of Adam, we conceive it unſonnd. 
That he did not abſtain, we find by woful experience ; bur thar 
he could nor, we deny. Rereprt poſſe ft well ty, nou avtem v-lle ut 
rofet, ſaich a Father. Adam had power to have abſtained if he 
would, only his will was not confirmcd in good ; whereupon 
it came to paſs that he freely fell. 

S: condly, Your weapon may be turned againalt your ſelf: For 
whereas you hold, T hart none are laved bur ſuch as believe, it 
may be objefted unto you out of your ewn «Argument ; Then 
none can be ſaved.,for none can believe; or, Then nonecan be ſure 
of Salvation, becauſe none can be fure to hold out in believing. 

Thirdly, | ſeems to me dircaly ro croſs the Apoltle, who tells 
us, That it was of fatth, that the Promiſe might be ſure to all the Seed, 
Rom. 4. 16. | | | 

Feurthly, W hereas you (ay, That if Condittons-be vequired, then 
none can be ſure, becauſe none can be ſure to hold out; Do' you not 
ſeem to intimate that ſalvation is ſure to rhe. Eleft, whether they 
hold our in the faith or not ? which is the Monſter Arminians 
would father upon our Tenents. | 

For anſwer therefore to your Argament, the main of it may 
wound an Armman who holds falling from grace : but as for thoſe 
who hold no ſuch uncomfortable Dactrine, ' it no way toucherh * 
them. We ſay with Dazid, 2 Sam. 23.5. Although my houſe be 
not ſo with God, yet he hath made with me an everlaſiing Covenant or- 
dered in all things and ſure. For he hath promiſed to circumciſe 
our hearts, to write his Laws in our hearts,togive us a new hearr, 


and then throvgh grace, after our recoyery, wz may do ra 
w hic 
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whici in our fick, dead, and corrupt eſtate we could not- do 
namcly, keep the condition in an Evangelical way, wherein 
. thouga exaCt perfeftneſs be required, yer 1s repentance admitted, 
and {incerity accepted. | 

Again, he hath promiſed to put hzs fear in our hearts, that we may 
not depart from bim Jer. 22. 40. And we are confident that be who hath 
begun a good work in us, will performit tothe day of Chriſt, Phil. 1,6. 
Yu operatar ut accedamnus, dem operatur- ne dijcedamus. » We anſwer 
theretorc the main of your Argument, even as we anſwer the 
Armintans, That though in regard of our own'ſtrength, which is 
weak, we may fear, yet.in regard of God; manurenency we are 
iurc. Who will keep us, not without, bur-by and through the 
Mean, he hath appointcd us, even faitn ; by which, as he brings 
us into a ſtate of Salvation, ſo through the fame he will keep us 
by his Almighty - power uato 1alvatton, '1 Pet 1.5. Weare as 
{ure of perſeverance in-obſcrvation of the condition as of Salvati- 
on; holding both of God by like tcnure of free promyle. 

Salvation you ſee then, may be obtained, ar) Avg co the 
conditions required, becaute God hath promiſed to give ability 
to pcrform them, and to perlevere in the pertormance of them. 
This you foreſaw would be replied, and therefore anticipate ic by 


ſlaying, But God hath promiſed to give jaith. To which you rejoyn,7 
demand, Whether that Promiſe be abſolute or conditional ? And anon, 
. there is no reaſon why one Promiſe ſhould be more abſolute than another. 
Bur 1. Sir, Whether abſolute or conditional, a Promile it 1s, 
and ſuch as doth aſſure the ſoul of the condition on which ſalya- 
tion is given. Sothat Salvation is ſure, — the con- 


ditionaliry of the Covenant, and the {inews of your 


a 
w #: 


are cut in tWO. - Ee 3 

2. For your Quzry, Whether it be conditional or abſolute ? I con- 
ceive it abſolute. Chriſt procured Salvation for us to be beſtowed condi- 
tionally, if we do believe ; but faith it ſelf hath he. abſolutely procured with- 
9t preſcribing of any condition ;- ſo that iu -zs- equivalent to an abſolute 


rgument 


purchaſe in reſpet of the event and ijjue, Oren Univerl. Redemp. 


{.2. c..1, G2. Ameſ- Cor. p. 389. tor my part, I cannot imagine 
how any condition ( I mean Anteccdent condition, for a Conſe- 
quent condition they may admit of can be annexed to thoſe Pro- 
miles. 7 will write my Laws in their hearts, and I will put my fear into 
their hearts, and 1 will take the ſtony heart out of their bodies, 8c. un- 
kfs free will be granted. And therefore I conceive thoſe promiles 
| . ro 
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co be abſolute in regard of Antecedent conditions. Now where- 
as you ſay, Theres no reaſon why one Premiſe ſhould be mere abſelute 
. than another ; the will of the Covenant. Maker to have it ſo, is 
it felf a ſuffcient Reaſon. Is it not the will of God to give 
Chriſt abfolutely, and then Salyaticn for C-hiift's ſake co them 
that do belicyve in him? Shail I ſay here, T hat there isno tca- 
fon why one gift ſhould be more abloluce tran another > He who 
work<th all things according to the cour.ſel of his own will, 
hath infinite. Reaſon bith for his will and working. In che 
inean while, Sir, your Reaſon from the ceriainty of Salvation, 
. & (I think) ſufficieatly diſcovered to have nothing of for.c a- 
gain{t Proteſtant conditional Redemption. 

' Your laſt Argument was taken from the Analogy ot Reſemblance 
 b:twixe Chriſt and Adam; As by the one. ſinzs conveyed ; ſo by th2 
other Righteouſneſs : but by the one (in an1 death ave conv y2d without 
Condition ; Ergo. - L 

I doubt nor Sir, but that you will cem:?mber che old rules y vsz, 
| 1. That fimilitudesrun not on all four. .2.Nor ate Argumcn:ative. - 
I might as well argue hence, Thar all mankind are rcceemed by 
Chriſt, becauſe they were all deſlroy:d by Alam - Or that all were 
not corrupted by 4d.mm, as Pe/er Martyr on the place tells me, 4m- 
broſe and Origen did hence hold, becauſe al! are not repaired by 
Chiiſt; Or with B-[larmine, That Adam conveyed inherent fn 
to his poſterity whereby they perith , and therefore the Righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt conveyed for our recovery muit be inhcrent. 
We ſhouid many ways clip the truth of God, if we ſhould cyery 
way make theſe lines run parcllel. Hear Peter Martyr t> the very 
point, This Ang ogy h91ds true inly in the general : but 21 reſpedt of 
the particular, and the kin.!s, there zs gre.t difference. Adam conveys ſin 
by Propagation to his Poſt»rity. But Chriſt conveyed Righteouſneſs byYaith. 

After this you had a paſſage concerning attual R'ghtcouſneſs 
and aQtual Recon:ilation, torthis purpoſe : Unleſs men will grant 
that Chriſt purchaſed a ſ  tility, the Sulvation tur.haſed muſt be 
actna/; for Inter aftum & potentiam non datur medium. 

S'r, I know none of outs that deny, that Chrilt purchaſed 
atual Salvation for thoſe for whom he dicd; i.e. T hat in time 
. th:y ſhould be aftually ſaved in that way and method agreed 
on berween the Father and the Son. The thing we deny 1s, 
That the Salvation purchaſed, i; aQtu2lly theirs for whom its 
purchaſed before they comme aftually to beliey:. You muſt 
give us cave to diitinguiſh between x A Purchaſe ard, the Poſ- 
E ſeſſion 2 
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ſcilion : The Grant ar Donation of a Benefit, and the aual ex- 
hibicion and reception of it, The child may have an Inheri- 
tance purchaſ:d for him, and b:queathed w him before he is 
born, but he muſt be barn before he can enjoy it. Abraham had 
the grantand Don:tion of Canaan, lcng before his had the actual 
rollefſion of it. Hear we Dr. Ames in this particular ; All and 
each hay? grace and Salvation given, though they. have not the poſſeſſir 
of the thing given before Faith. Cor. p. 126. 127. | 
Now unto theſe Arguments let us add one or two more out of 
you: former Sermons about the abſoluteneſs of the Covenant , 
many of which having fallen in with thoſe a'ready. diſcuffed. 
and not above one of rworemaining. 2 
The firſt, If any th ng were requir?d on our part, then boaſting 
conld not be excluded. This alſo Dr. Criſp, vol. 1o. p. 71. If ary 
thing were con. on'our parts to par:ake of Chriſt, we might have where- 
 7n to boaſt, Rom. 4. 2. | 
But I pray conlde ſeriouſly how croſs this your Argumenz is 
tothe v.ry Texr. For did not 4braham, the party ſpoken of 
_ there, Co ſomething for his parc to partake of Chriſt, when 
he believed? Yet was he excluded {rom boafting. AnJ doth 
not the Law of Faith, the Goſpel, require faith on mans part, 


that routine may be imputed ? :\Vhy elſe is it called a 


Eaw? Yet the Apoſtle ſaith expreſly, that by this Law boaſt 
ing is excluded, Kom. 3, 27. If indeed we could do any, thing 
in a meritorious way , we might boaſt, not otherwiſe. The 
 B-ggar F hope, hath litrle to. boaſt of, and yer doth he both 
crave and receive his, Alms. The. ſinner hath leſs: For as 
that he doth, can no way merit, no more than the beggers crav- 
12g and receiving ; ſo nor can he do that, until the Lord: inable 
him. God muſt give him both a qzouth and a hang, before ho 
can ſpeak for Chriſt torake him. Yerbath he muſt have, be- 
fore he can receive, the Lord having ſet down to himſelf ( as 

you, your ielf, acknowledg)luch a meriod, and way of: giving. 
he other which ſeems to be of more ſtrength, and I think 
the ſtrongeſt you bring, isthis, If the promiſe of Salvation were up- 
_ 02 conditi.n of. Felieving, then men ſhould beiicve tefore they be juſti- 
fi:d, contrary to Rom. 4.5. where it.is ſaig, God juſtifies the ungo1- 
4. Now no where in Scripture B:ljevers are- called ungodly. ; 
Fhe ſame almoſt totidew verbis yau may. read inthe Dottor, vo!, 

I. 7. 170, 17I- | | 

Now fer anſwer. unto this, 1 d fire yo.1 to.confider, gh” ig 
Papilts 
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Papiſts ſay cor.cttving, this Juſtincation of the wicked. That 
whereſcevet 1h Sctipturt God 1s ſaid ro juſtify the uvgodly, ir 
meſt be uhdetſtood that he allo makes the ungodly juſt and 
righteorsz for cthetwiſe the judgment of God Would ior be ac- 
cording to truth, and the Lord ſhould dothat himlelf which he 
forbids his creature to do, and abhors in his creature when- 
ev:r he doth it, Ex09. 23. 7. 1/a. 5. 23. Dent. 25.2. Prov. 17.15. 
And leſt you ſhovid think light of it, becauſe ir comes trom 
them, rhoagh ir is right to learn even from an Enemy, h:ar 
what the l-arned Perrble ſanh of this vety rule cited by him. 
Ie Embrace thzs rute (\aith he) and the reaſon of it, acknowledging 
that where ever th. re is Juſtification, there muit be Fuftice fone way 
6” other inthe party Juſlified. Set. 1. c. 3. of Juliific. Ths God 
of Truth ſhould otherwiſe call darkneſs light, and ey1l. good. 
And thercfore toth that Author, as alſo Pareus and Chamier, 
cells us, T hat th: Righteouſneſs of Chriſt imputed ro this un- 
godly perſon is the grommd of this gtacious ſenter.ce ct God, 
whereby he doth abſolve, acquit, and juſtify him. So that the 
Perſon, thongh he be ungodly and unrighicous in himſelf, and 
ſo unjuſtifiable, yer is he godly, juſt, and righteous in Chriſt, 
and throvugh the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt impured ro him jufli- 
fable. Let this then be apreed on ; 7. e. x. Fhat ihe ground of 
this gracious ſentence of God, whereby hc Jultifies the ungodly 
muſt be ſome kind of Righteouſneſs. And 2. That ir is the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt imputed to the ſinner. The quary then 
will be, Whether this Righteouſne's of Chriſt be impured to the 
ſinner before he doth belieye, or nct till\he believerch> Now 1 
think the Scticturcs are very clear for the latter, that Righte- 
ouſneſs is not imputed to the ſinner till he doth believe : I har 
very Text it {c1f confirms it, To him that belicueth on him that juſti- 
fries the ungedlys his Faith s counted for Righteouſneſs. Ir is to him 
that belieyeth that 99g is impuced; and againg His 
Faith i connted, &c: Take Faith how you will, it muſt come in- 
ro the ittputatiun, the Impuration is not without ir. So again, 
Abraham beheved God, and it was accounted to him for Righteouſneſs, 
yer. 2. When was itfo accounted Certainly when be believ- 
cd : It was whilſt he was in uncitcumciſion indeed, but not whilſt 
he was in unbelict; He received Circumciſion (ſaith the Apoſtle 
the Seal of the Righteouſneſs of Faith, which yet he had being uncircam- 
ci'd. As he Bad Righteontneſs then, ſo had he Faith too, for it 
was a Rightcouſneſs of Faith, And as it was imputed unto him 
a =: upon 
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upou belicving, ſo ſhall it be imputed unto us if we believe on 
| him who raiſcd up eſis. wer. 24. Hence ic is called (the Righte- - 
ouſneſs of Faith, for that it comes to be ours through faith. Faith 
__ it, receives it, puts it on ; The Krighteouſneſs of God by Faith, 
Phil. 3. 9. | | 
| We: rr then that place in the Romans thus, _ 
I. An ungodly perſon may be taken cither for one- who is 
wicked, and goes impenitently on in hi; wickedneſs, never once 
looking after Chriſt; a ſinner continuing in his impenitency and 
unbelief. Now ſuch an ungodly perſon God doth not juſtife, for 
it is againſt both his truth and juſtice. Antin. p. 110. | 

2. l: may be taken for one that is ungodly and unjultifiable in 
himſelf; bur yer believing-on Chriſt, is through him and his ſa- 
tisfaftion juſt, and ſo juſtitable. Such an. ungodly perſon God 
doth juſtifie; and thus Ame, Pareus, Bilkop Downam, and thoſe 

ether Divines I have in their deſcriptions of Juſtification, make 
Not a {inner {1mply, but a believing ſinner tobe the ſubject of Jus 
ſification, or the perſon to be juſtihed. | E! 

Now whereas you ſay. That no where in Scripture a- Believer. 7s 
called ungodly. 1 conceive it falſe, he is called fo there : For. who 
is the ungodly perſon ſpoken of there, but Abraham? and he was 
juſtified (as hatiz been ſhewed) when he did believe. Befides,God 
the object of faith Jultifying, who is deſcribed there to be the Ju- 
ſtiher of the ungodly, is ſaid in ver. 26. of the foregoing Chap. to 
berhe Juſtificr of him that belieyerh in Jeſus. I beſeech you tell 
me, doth not the Apoſtle ſpeak of one and the ſame Juſtification 
in both places ? Doth he not in both places deſcribe one and the» 
ſame perſon, the perſon thar is juſtified > Him then whom he calls. 
a Believer on Chriſt in one place, the ſame he calls an 'ungodly: 
perſon in the other ; and whom he calls an uvgodly perſon in 
this, in that he ſtiles the ſame a belicying perſon. Certainly, ſee- 
ing (as It is Chap. 3. v-r/. 39. ). that it zs one God tr at juſtifies both the 
Circuncifion by Faith, and the Uncircumciſion through faith, i.e. All that 
arc juſtifted,both Jew and Gentile, circumciſed or uncircumciſed, 
ty or through one and the ſame means of faith. It muſt inceds be 
that the ungodly perton ſpoken of in the next Chap. is ſuch an 
ungodly perſon, as hath faith, and doth believe ; or elſe God 
ſhould juſtifie ſome without faith,to which the former place doth 
aver the contrary. That place in the Romans then concerning 
Gods jultifying the ungodly, will not bear the Poſition __ 
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| groums upon it; »:z. That ſinners are juſtified before they do be- 
I 


cve ; or that we donot believe that we may be juſtified, as the 
DoQor expreſfſeth it, an aſſertion as rotten as the toundaticn on 
which it is builc; and expreſly contrary to the Apoltle, who tells 
us, Gal. 2.16. that he had believed on Chriſt, that ' ſo he might be 
Juſtified by the Faith of Chriſt, | | 

hus have I given you an account of ſome, and thoſe of the 
main- of your Argyments, both wherein they have nor ſatisfied. 
me concerning the Tenent you cndcavoured to maintain, and 
wherein allo they have offended me, whilſt they wounded thar, 
[ hold for truth through the 1ides of Popery and Arminianilm, 
I ſhall now ſhew you ſome grounds of my belict on the contrary : 
firſt taking leave in a word to ſtate the Queition, and to ſer down 
how, and what I hold concerning it. | 

Firſt then, I diſtinguiſh between both a condition and a meri- 
torious cauſe, as alſo between it and an impulltve cauic. By con- 
dition, | underſtand ncither any thing meriting Juſtification at 
Gods hands in the leaſt degree, nor yet any thing moving the 
Lord to Juſtifie or beſtow Salvation on us. 

Secondly, By Condicions I underſtand the reſtipulation or re-. 
promiſſion 11 a Covenant, the Terms and Articles of Agrecment. 
in a Covenant between equals, andthe thing commanded or re- 
quired ina Covenant between Supcriors aud lnferiors, fuch as !s-: 
the Covenant between God and man. . 

Thirdly, Whereas there are condirtions.: yetI afſert them not 
in any ridged and legal, but in an Evangelical way. Not ſo, as 
if they were not ſtrictly and in a ridged exaCtnels pertcctly kept, . 
there were no hope of ſalvation; bur lo, as if that they be nor in 
ſome 'meaſure ſincerely obſerved, there is ſure damnation. Mr. 
Ball will tell you, that whereas in the. Covenant of Nature, perfedt 
obedience rs exadted, ſo that if there be the leaſt failing in any jot or title, 
and that but once, a man can never be juſtified thereby, nor can the breach 
be made up by any repentance. Jn the Covenant of Grace, perfett obedi- 
ence zs indeed required, yet ſo as Repentance zs admitted , and ſinceitly - 
accepted. Conditions in this Evangelical ways plead for, and con- 
ccive, That God in the New Covenant doth not promiule life 
and ſalvation abſolutely unto his choſen, whether they believe and 
repent or no; but doth require from, and command them to re- 
pent and believe, if they will be partakers of the benefits purcha- 
led by his Son, and promiſed by himfelf in that his oye 
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which that they may do, he himſelf of his own grace, and for 
his own Sons ſake beſtows faith and repentance on them. Nor 
have they a right to any aftual enjoyment of theſe benefits unti! 
they do actually repent and believe. 4 

The Grounds of my perſuaſton in this particular follow. 

I. That Covenant, - wherein is a mutual ſtipulation, is condi- 
tional. But ſuch is the new Covenant ; therefore that is condis 
tional. As on Gods parrt life and ſalvation are promiſed, ſo on 
mans repentance, and faitn, and perſeverance thercin are requi- 
red, and tobe promiſed, Mar. 1. 15. Chap. 6. 12. Af. 2. 38. Chap. 
}. 19. Chap. 20. 21. Joh. 6. 28, 29. Chap. 3.15, 15. 70h. 8. 24. Rom, 
10 6, 7,8,9. Joh. 8 31. Chap. 15. 5,6, 7, 10. Heb. 3.6. Chap. 10. 
38 He cannct ſee weod for trees, that doth not rake notice of 
theſe Evangelical Commands, whercin performance of Goſpel. 
conditions, and perſeverance in that pertormance are required, 
they every where ſo abundantly occur. Choole we out one of 
the places named, and a lictle inſiſt on ir; that Rem. 10. 9. the ra- 
ther for that in your anſwer to Mr. S. you make ome reply 
thereto. Hiw ( lay you ) do you prove, that Rom. 10. 9. 7s ſet down 
the form and tenure of the New Covenant ? I deny ut , The Apoſtles in- 
tent ws, &C. 

Sir, It isclear, as Calvin notes, that the Apoſtle here oppoſeth 
the Righteouſneſs of Faith to the Righteouſneſs of Works. It 
isalſo clear, that in deſcribing the Righteouſneſs of Works he 
ſetteth down the very tenor and form of that Coyenapt, the man 
that doth them ſhall live by them, ver. 5. And #n oppoſition there- 
unto, delivers this to be the ſpeech of the Righteouſneſs of Faith, 
T thou confeſſeſt with thy mouth, and believeſt mith thine heart, 8c. If 
chen it be granted, which cannot be denied, that in theſe words, 
The man that doth them ſhall live by them, the tenor of the Covenant 
of Works is contained ; it muſt nceds follow -; the rule of op- 
poſition, that in thefe words, If thou confeſſeſt and beliewrſt, 8c. the 
the renor of the Covenant of Grace is alfo contained. Beſides, 
when the Apoſtle faith, The Word zs nigh thee, &c. That, isthe Word 
of faith which we preach, that if thou confeſs, &c. W hat ( ; pray you) 
doth he mean by the Word of Faith, but the Goſpe]? or whar 
elſe did the Apoſtle preach butt he Gofpel ? The ſum of which 
he ſaith to be this, 1/ thou confeſs , br believe, 8c. 

Sir, That Word or Gofpel which theApoſtle preached;wherein 
he held out the Righteoutncl of faith, and which he ſer in op- 
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ſion againſt the Covenant of Works, that ſame muſt needs 
be the Covenant of Grace. Bur fuch is che word here; the tenor 
whereof he ſaith is, If thou confeſs, &c. Ereo, it is the Covenant of 
Grace And whereas you ſay. That the yo intent there zs to ſhew 
Gods order and m-thod in fulfilling the promiſes of the Covenant, and to de- 
ſcribe thoſe whom he will bring to Glory: tho it make nothing againſt us; 
for if that were his intent;he might have his intenr, and deſcribe 
both the one and the orher,in ſetting down the Covenant. (The 
conditions which lead to annexed promiſes, holding out Gods 
method unto us, and rhe counterpane of the Covenant or Con- 
dittons engraven on the heart, being the belt character of a per- 
{on to be glorified.) Though (Hay)this makes nothing againſt. 
us : yet it you conltder the ſerics of the Apoſtles diſcourſe, both 
in the Jatter end of the foreging Chaprer, and in this; or if you 
leaſe to conſult with Zunies Parallels, where he hath a whole 
Parallel about this place ;, Lb. 2. Par. 15, you ſhall ind che Apo- 
ſtles intent and ſcope is otherwife than you fav ; namely, to 
prove unto the Jew, even out of Moſes, that the end of the Law 
was not that they might be juſtified thereby, but thar by the im- 
poſſibility of keeping ir, they might be driven to ſeek Fultificati- 
on from Chriſt by faith in another Covenant ; which'Covenant 
of Faith Moſes(though obfcurely)did intimate unto rhem 1n thoſe 
expreſſions, Say not in thy heart,8&c. The Word 75 mgh thee, by which 
he meant no other rhan-thar Word of Faith, Goſpel, or Co- 
venant of Grace which the Apoſtle preached ; rhe ſum whereof 
was, That if thou confeſs and belizve thow ſhalt be ſaved. 

Come we to ſome other Texts formerly alledged to prove a' 
ſtipulation in the Covenant of Grace, and replied unto by you in 
your Sermon. That out of Gen. 27. rouching the Covenant with 
Abraham was one. To which you ſay, If any condition were requi- 
red, than that of Cireumciſion, which ought alſo to be performed by aft. 
under the Goſpel ; ſo we ſhould obtrude Full uton Chriſtians. 

Firſt, ( My good Friend ) Are intimations of racing Jude 
iſm, Papiſm,and Arminianiſm no calumnics : Conlider (I pray 
you) how-you beſmear the Advyerfaries of your Opinion to bring .. 
an 0J1um-upon them; 

Secondly, What you reply, ſerves only ad faciendum populum, 
there being no-manner of Anfwer made unto the Argument. For 
whether Grcontnetiion belong tous or no\, it was required of A- 
braham and his. Seed ; and the ſoul thar refuſed to take it, is ſaid 
ro 


65 a —— 
; 6-4 
- 


32 The Covenant of Grace not Abſolute, 


t break the Covenant and was to be cut off, ver. t4. - So thatthe 
Argument remains firm againſt you; yea , not at all replyed 
unto ; Which is this ; The Covenant with Abraham was the Covenant f 
free grace : But in the Covenant with Abraham there was a Conduton re - 
quired of the fedarates, Abraham and his Seed : Therefore in the Covenant 
of free grace . there is a Condition required of the Federates, | 
Thirdly, As tor chat you 4 6X ediſtinguiſh between the external 
Sign of the Covenanc, and the ſubltance of ir. The one is alter-- 
able, the other remains ſti] rne ſame. Now Circumciſion was 
but clic exrernai Sign of Abrahams part, T hethings or duties God 
did cipecially require of Abrazam , were faith and lincere obidience, 
Rom. 4 3. Gen. 17.1. Now theſe belong to Chriltians, as much 
as to Jewe, and to prets chem on Chriltians is no Judaiſm. 
Circumciſion'was a Sign obligatory to thoſe which were in Covenant; or a. 
token of the reſlipalation of Abraham ,obliging him and his poſterity ta faith 
and obedience of the Covenant to be | to God, faith Pareus. 
Fourthly, I conceive that mandate from the external fign of 


Circumcilton to reach to us Chriſtians. Though nota che lercer, 
" in the Analogy, and by vertuc of ic Chriſtians/tiand to be 


aptized themſelves ; alſo to bring their ſeed to partake of that 
Sacrament , whi.h as the Apoſtle teacherth us, is our Chriſtian 
Circum-iſion ; and he that wilfully refuſeth may be taid to break 
the Covenant, as well as he that formerly refuſed Circumcilion. 
The ſame Covenant which gave a Commandment or Word of 
Reſtipulation for that Circumciſion of Abraham and his Szed,giv- 
eth the ſame commandment or Word of Juſtification for Bapriſm 
of Belicyers and our ſeed,faith Mr. Cotten of New England Grounds 
and Ends of Infant Baptiſm. |- 38. 2s ok 

The next places of Scripture to prove a ſtipulation were Hoſea 
8. 15. Hoſea.2.23J. To which you reply by Interrogation. Is there 
any conduton on mans part intimated here? Doth not God premiſe to do all ? 
Deth he ſay , If you will be my people ? ; 

r. Sir, what you mean by that expreſſion, Doth not God premiſe 
to do all > I wiſt nor, Mr. Saltmarſh ſaith, [t is enough fer us to believe 
that Chriſt hath repented for us, believed for us. But I hope you arc 

' net ſo far gone. If you by ir underſtand, Gods gra. ious inablin 
of his creature to perform the conditions he himſelf requireth, 
readily joyt1 with yos. Ir 1s he gives us to repent and to belicye 
Ws beed ſaid alrealy. Bur then | hope you will diſtinguiſh 

| berween Gods gift aud mans duty ; though the. Ability be given of 
: | 8 God, 
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God the Excerciſe of it; or work is mans. Iris man himſelf tha 
belicyeth and repenteth, though he receive ability frum thc Lord 


for both. 


2. We anſwer your Demand, 7s there any cenduion on mans fart ? 
Yes, that there is ; namely this, They ſhail be my people. Can they 
be his people without dutiſul ſubjeEtion and obedicnce to hin ? 
Here is this then, that Ged requires of them .that it they would | 
have him to be a God ro rhem, to pardon ith. m, defend them , 
fave them, &c. tien they ſhould rake him tor their God, de- 
pend on him, ſubmir ro bim, cbey, mory and ſcryve him, and 
carry themſelves towards him as become his people : Hof. 2. 
23. They ſhall ſay, Thou ar; my God : Ulpon which Pareus gloſlſeth, 
God ſaith, we are his pecp!:, making us to be his people. Our Faith 
and our obedience zs cur ſaying, The Lerd is our God, Nor is 1t ma- 
terial that God doth not formally cendition with them, ſaying, 
If you wil! be my people, &c. T he reſtipulation required, is no 
whit the leis firm, when in the next Chapter the Prophet 
faith, Chap. J. 3. Only thou ſhalt :abide for me many days; and 
not, if thou wilt abide for mc :*it was neyertheleſs a con- 
jugal Compat. The caule of this kind of expreſſion may 
be either for  brevities ſake : or ſecondly, as Mr. Ball notes, 
God (enters into Covenant with man not as his equal but as 
his Superiour or Soveraign, appointing man his conditi- 
ons'in form of commands, which it's mars duty to accept of and 
obey . Or 3. Which I ſhould rather chufc, to intimate thereby 
his gracious purpoſe of giving ability to perform the Conditions, 
I will put my Laws m their hearts. They ſhall be my people, i.e. I will not 
only require of them, that they know my Laws, and obey me as 
becomes my Peoplc; but by my Grace, I will cauſe it to be 
wrought within them. Whether way vou take it, either for 
Gods command injoynivg them to be his People; or fur his pto- 
miſe ro make them h's People, it is not much maerial ; this ſtill 
remains either way, that they were to be his People. And this 
we have, cven from the moſt abſolute Promitces, thoie cf raking 
the fiony heart away, glving a heart of ficſh, a new heart, cir- 
cumciling th? hearr, writing the Law on the hcarc; which ad- 
mit not, as I conceive, any antecedeiit condition , yet do rhey 
clearly ſhew that theſe things are required, This new heart i 
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required, the writing th: Law on the heart 1s required, and ſs of 
the reſt : God d&th require them. in his People, and without men 
havethem, 'they cannot be the p:ople of God , nor expe Sal- 
yation from God. EC | 4 | 


Theſe things, Sir, perſwade me, notw:thſtanding all that you 
haye bitherto replied, to adhcre itill ro whar I have formerly 
conctived and delivered concerning theſe Tcxts; vis. That they 
do ho!d o.t a ſtipulation in tne Covenant, and then ir will be ccn- 
ditional, Now b:cauſe this work is ſwollzn bigger by the one 
halt already than(when I ſer pen to paper) I intended it ſhould bavye 
been, [ ſhall briefly a4d ſome more Argumen's, and draw toward 
a cloſe ; And becauſe we are upon ſtipulations inthe Covcnanr, 
24d we an Argumeat or two of that nature. 3 


I. ' That Covenant which is mandatory as well as promiſſory, 
and contains a Law as well as a promiſe, that Covenant bath a ſti- 
pulation which they rauſt ſu>ſ{cribe roy who will be federatcs and 
Covenanters therein ; for whenever the Lord annexeth acommand 
unto promiſe, the Promiſe is not abſolute bur conditional : there 
is ſomething required in the command of him who:will enjoy the 
benefit of the Promiſe. ' Now the New Covyenant; is of this va- 
ture ; it isnot a meer Promiſe Cas lome would have it) bat a Law 
as well as a Promiſe, and therefore called by thz Apoſtle, The I aw 
of Faith,Rom. 3. 27. The Law of Faith i that Doftrine which doth rc- 
quire faith to the obtaining of that Righteouſneſs which is freely imputed, 
faith Pare. Par.8 Mact in loc. That is the Law of works which teach- 
eth that Righteouſnſs is tobe obtained by Works , b:1t the Law of Faith 
treacheth, it is to be hoped for from the mercy of Gol aloney (Caith Martyr. 
The Dottrine teaching Righteouſneſs by Faith, 1s that which the Word 
of the Goſpel doth bind us to if we will be ſaved, ſaith Bernard in his 
Theſaur. The Condition which offereth and promiſeth Salvation, 
1s _— Condition, If we? believ!, Wilſon in iis Diftionary on the 
WOTIds. | E: 


2. That Covenant which man is forbidden to break, command- 
ed to kcep, and wherein man is tied and bound 'unto God, that 
_ Covenant muſt needs have conditions and re{iipuJations on mans 
patt; for it is in regard of the things required from man ; that 
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man is ſaid to break or keep, or be bound by the Covenant. But 
facl is the New Covenant. A:rabam's was ſuch, My Covenant ſha? 
ti os kezp, Gen. 17. 9. David's was ſuch (though you averred the 
E,UTFALY 10 Your Sermon} Pal. 132, T2, If thy Children will keep 
viy Covn.int, Sach was 1ſracls, Ezek, 20 37. Inilt make yeu tojaſs 
under the Rf, and brang you into the band of the Covenants And 
what Covenavt doth he mean bur that racntioned, Ezek, 36, 26. 
:nd H'. 2. > The places confidered freny to mc ro hold out one 
and the ſame. Such 15 allo that adminiſtration of 1t under which 
we aic. The Romans were, Rom. 6. 20. \Free from righteouſneſs, 
before they believed on Chriſt, and entted into Covenant w.th 
lin; but after they were Baptized into Chriſt, they were, ver. 
18.19, 20. Servants unto Righteouſneſs. The Stile of God's Peg- 
ple formerly was, they were Covenant keepers, P/a/, 25. 19. P/al. 
103-17. And :s 1t not as proper to them now, as it was then 2 
May not the People of God under the Goſpel be guilty of breach 
of Covenan'y, and that not only in regard of their Coycnants 
with men, nor yct in regard of thoſe necefſaty engagements which 
occaſionally they make unto the Lord, but ir rcgard of their 
Baptiſm , ard that ſolemn Coyenant betwecn God ard them, 
which Baptiim doth ſeal. Sce Dr, Preſton N. Coven. p. 458. 459. 
502. &c. I hayenotquite forgotten Mr. Perkins Catechiſm, which 
| learned when I was a child, where I was taught in the bfth Prin- 
ciple cxpounded, to anſwer this Queſtion, Huw comes it to paſs that 
many after their Baptiſm for a long time feel not the effeft and fruit of 
it, and ſome never ? . Thus Ariwered, The fault 1s not in God who 
keeps his Covenant, but the fault is in themſelves, in that they do not 
k-ep the condit:on of the Covenant, toreceive Chrift by faith, andrepent 
of all r%e:r ſims. Ard a little after; How if a mannever keep the Condition 
ro wh.ch he tour d himſelf in Batiſm > Anſwer, His damnation ſhall be 
greater,becauſe he breaks his Vow made unto God, Mr .Perkins you ſce 
reacheth Conditions in the New Covenant, in regard of which it 
may be kept or broken by us Chriſtians. 


3. This brings to my mind another Argument; That Cove- 
nant wherein a Promiſe is requiced of the federates, which Promiſe 
they doallo ſeal to God in receiving of the Coycnant Sea), that 
Coyenant hath a reſtipulation ; But ſuch is the new Covenant. 
For the confirmation of the —_ I deſire you to conſider how » 
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the Pcimitive times grown Perſons were required to profels their Re- 
pentance and Faith in Chrilt before they were admitted unto Pap- 
tiſm. Repent (ſaith Peter, Afﬀts 2.) and be baptized ::W hence allo it 
is called the Baptiſm of Repentances Mark I. 4; As 19. 4 Ard 
hn is (aid to Ba: tiſe men unto Repentance, Mat.3.: 11. So when ihe 
Eunuch dclired Baptiſm of Philip, Ats 8.36, 37. laying, #hat doth 
hinder me to be Baptized > Philip replies, That if je believed with- 
all hu heart, he might ; whereupon followed bark his cor: toffion of 
| Faith and Baptiſm. The Papilt ally requires thoſe whom 1.e Bap- 
tized to bring forth fruits worthy ameadment! of Lite. From 
which places Zanchy and P ſeator colleA, that Faith and R -pui- 
tance and new obedicnce,were required of a'l thoſe grown perſons 
who were baptized, they were to make proicfſion of their repen- 
trance and faith, and to make Promiſe of new Qbedience. Ta'.e 
Piſcator's note upon Matth. 3. Baptiſm is tv be adminiſtred to no perſon 
that is of ye.:rs, unlejs he ſhall firſt of all make a confeſſion of ſins, and © 
faith in Chrit, and withal a Promiſe of leading a koly life. Mat. 3. 
Obſ. ex ver. 6, 8 109. Theſe proteffions were afterward 
for the caſe of th: party to be baptized. tuxned into Inter- 
rogations and Anſwers: The Me:niſter! demanding of 
the party to be ba; tized, Do thou believe in God ? the party 
was wont to anſwer, 7 .o believe. The Minilter.again inquirinz, 
Doft thou renounce the Demi? Hc.he replyed, 7 do renounce, Wahic 
Anſwer when In'ants could not make of themſelye:,they had Pa- 
rents and Sponſers who made it tor tem. Thus was there a for- 
mal ſtipulation required of grown perſons at their firit admiſſion 
_ Covenant and the adminiſtration ofthe ſeal of the Covenant 
to NM. | | 


Farther,As bcfore baptiſm,grown perſons did titts profeſs and 
promiſe,ſo by bein, baptized did . hey ſeal.For thisSeaT of Baptiſm, 
as It is Gods ſcal to us: ffuring us of remiſſion and other benefits 
promiſed in the Covenant: fois italſo rhe Chriſtians Szal unto 
Go ',whereby he teals thepromiſe of Repentance, Faith and new 
Obedience : Hence are they ſaid to be bapr'zed into Chriſt, into 
_ _ into the Name of the Fathcr,, Son and Holy 
Ghoſt. | | EY: 
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To be bapti3$ed into any ones name is to ve conſecrated to his Worſhip, fo 
that he is nam-d from him as from his Lord, and that he dedicate kimſelf 
wholly to his ſervice , ſaith Piſcator, Piſ. in Mctc. 28. v. 19. 
And learacd Zuinchie having art large expreiled the fame 
in (zveral particulars, doth briefl- ſum up all. Baptiſne 
is a note aid mar% wiereby we do proteſk that we mill obſ:roe the 
Conditions of that Covznant which in Chriſt is eſtabliſhed between 
God and us. Jn; cap. 5. ad Ephei. Je Bapt. cap. 3- ;T hel! 3+. 
Bajti/m is (faith Biſhop Daveuant) A Covenant made mith God of 
leadins a mire holy life, therefore we mult tak? care that what was 
once Sacrameutaiiy dou? in Baptiſm, may. be perjorm?d tri ly throughout 
our whole life, Davy. in Colo. 2. v. 12: Cor. 2. As Scuidters {tanch 
Martyr ) ſwear in the name of the General and are ſ» bound to him, 
that t 15 not lanful for them afterward; to be converſant 11 the 
enzmizs tents', if they do», the offence 1s catual : So by Baptiſm 
we are oblized unto Chri/t. aud we ſear that we wil nd aftermards 
at any time revo't to the Devil, Martyr in Rom 6. 3. So altv 
Pareus, It is known from the Catechiſm, That we are bajiized 
in the name of the Trinuv, becauſe we are byund in the nanisof Gul 
to faith, in,to Worſhip and ob-(ltence of God, and we do aiſo promiſe 
again theſe things unto God, IVe are ba/tiz#d into the death of Chriſi 
in a double reſpeft , firſt, in reſpe of God, in as much a: hz doth 
by the Seal of Baptiſm, eive and ſ-al to us the benefits of the d-ati 
of Chriſt. Scoudly in r-[ped of our ſelves, by promijing agaia faita is be- 
lieye theſe fo areat benefits of Cort t, and the mortif) ng ( f (111 by the Former 
Form deat of Chrijt, that it reign nt over us any-'ore, Parzus in 

oc. With theſe forementioned doth allo Mr By eld con- 
cur, who tells us, that Baptiſm is a Bond that ticth us to 
th: deſres and endeavours after the beginuiza and ſunſhing of 
our death to fin aud Spiritual! hije, Byfield in Col. 2. v. 12. 
accordin : ro theſe Authors ſerte of the places foren med. Bap- 
tiſm ſcaleth our proinile of Repentame, Faich and new Obe- 
dience to G1d,a. well as his promiſe of remiſhon unto us. Ir is 
- our pledge, our ' ovenan' imnony, and military oath, whereby 
we do tye and bind ur ſelves to the ſcrvice or the moſt High > 
which I cannot poſſiviy conceive how it ſhould he fuch it there 

were no rel(tipulation, or repromiſſion in rhe Covenant, as you 


maintain. 
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the Covenant ; paſs we on to - ſome other Argumerts : 


and tccauſe 1 reazember you told me 3 that 1 ja 
in my Sermons a number of Citations | out of tc 


Thus much at preſent concerning Reſtipulation t1 


Old Teſtament, you (all hear ſome moit; of the Ar: 


guments 1 uſed tnen ; for ſome of themy I hav {ct down av 
ready. 6 


To what hath been ſad add then; Gods fimcrcics are to 
be obtained in Gods way, that way and ma er which 
God hath from eternity pitched on therein [jo bring ren 
to the cnioyment of' thele mercies: Bnt Cod hath from 
all eternity purpoſed ro give Remiſſion, |. Juſtification 
Adoption , &c. as through Chrii (for h2 }k.th proceſti- 
mated us to the Adopttin of chidrev, through Jeſus Chriſt, 
FphcC. 1, 5, 7-) fo througs faich in Chriit. an4 in a way 
ot repentance , Rom, ; 25, 28. chad. 8.238. Ads 13. 38, 
29, 48. chap. 5. JI. cap. 11. 18. Therefore till men actu- 
ally repent and believe, they cannot aQftuaily partake of 
remiſhon, Adoption, Jult fication, and thoſe :other benefi-« 
and purchak.s ot Chriſts paſſion. | — 

Agiin , thoſe mercies which the Prophits and Apa: 
ttlez propole and promiſe unto men, not abſ-iutely, but 
on terms of Repentance and Faith: they arc. no: abi- 
luteiy , but upon performance of the propoſed terms to be 
expected ; but the faithful meſſengers of God, both in the 
Old and New Teſtament, do both proffcr . and promiſe 
1emilion 1a this manner. | 


Look :nto the Sermons of the: Prophets, ' and we ſhall 
find in their fulleſt and higheſt dcſcriprions of free grace 
and offers of mercy, they ſtill require repentance of men 
So Ifai. 1: Though your ſins be as fearlet , t/ ev ſhall be as 
white as ſnow. But whcin? when they ſhould (ctiouſly ſec 
upon the praGtice of Repentance: for ſo in the - words 
foregoing, Wah ye, ceaſe to & evil, Gpc.. Come now anl. 
let us reaſon, No parley at all before this to b2! exgced. $9 


ff . Chap. 
J | 
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chap. 55. ap'ace much infited on by Dr. Criſp for to prove 
the abiolue freenels now in hand. There a'© many 
things required, as thirſting, coming, heating, ſeeking, cal- 
ling, forſakinz of fin, and turninz unto God. So the 0- 
ther Frophets, Jer. 4. 12, 13, 14- Evek 16. 311] $3: cam 
33. 01, c*a?. 36-26, 27; £ac?7. 1.-' 3. Now wiketas you 
told me, [hart ihele were proofs oat of the Old Teltament, 
I hope you neither deny proofs thence to be authentical, 
nor yet the Prophets then to have been Preach:is of 
free grace. Th: Covenant (1 hope) was for lubſtance 
the ſame then that it is now; nut a conditional one then, 
and not abſoiute one now. The Fathers of the Old Teſta- 
ment (faith Luther ) befre Chrit apteared in the fleſh , had 
him in t5? Spuit , beheved in hin, ani were ſave by 
hm as we ar?, according to the ſayirg, Feſus Ciriſt is one 
yeſt-rda., t) day, anl ſhall te the ſame for ever. Luther in 
G 1/4t.c. 4. 9.2. Cal. 3. wirſ, 19 Pemb. vin.l fid, 13 8, p.Treat.of Zuitif. 
Sect. 4 cap. I. 

Come t»> the New Teſta cat, and we ſhall find that 
falvation was neld out in the ſame 'manner then. Chritt 
ani his fore-runners were Preache:'s of Repentance: yeag 
the Commiſhon for preaching of the Goſpel, which is ſtill 
on record, doth ſhew how it was then, and 1s (till to bz 
publithed, not without, but on terms of Repentagce , 
"Luke 24. 47. That repentance and remiſſun of ſin ſhould be 
preachel t) al Nittovys. The ruic of which their c mmiſhon 
the Apoltle; ohblerved, as they themſelves tell us, Te- 
ſlif ing bs'> 10 Jews and Gentiles repent wice t)war.'s God , and 
faith t6rands cur Lord Feſus Chit, As 20. 21. Nay, it 
wouli b2 no difficalt rack to pick out moſt conditional 
Particles out of their, and our Saviours Sermons, &c. /. i/. 
Muk 9 23: Ats 8. 37 ii, Math.6 14. Rom.19 9. tye { modo 
Colo, 1-23« *%! wy Matth 6.15. John 8. 24. Matth 18.3. @ 5 54, Mark 
11.26. (vv, Mark 5 36. If. but if, unlels,exceprt only fan. molo,dum, 
dummodo,were conditional,when | learned my Grammer. 

3. The Office of th: Miniltry, what is it for, but to 
pr-par: peop:* for mercy by working lomething in them 
that may tix them for che receipt of the benefits promiſ.d 
in the New Covenant, As Fohn was fo ate they to þ: Ca 
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Harbinge's, and arc to make rexdy a people prepared for te 
Lord Luke 1 .17. To reach to them that thy naght be faved, 
i. Thefſ.2.19. To open their eyes ard to bring ' them fr m 
darkneſs to li bt, aud fron the kingdim of Satan unto God. 
that they may receive remiſſu'in of ſis, Oc. . FTots 25. 18. 1/ 0:! 
haſt aſcended up on high, thiu hat lead cintivity captive, and 
haſt rec-ined gi'is for men, even for the, rilellt us, that the 
Lo'd God way: dw-1l! among them, al 68. 18. 'On which Dr. 
Criſp thus glolicth. Fel. 2. p. 410. Who is that Treus ? The 
Rebellicus ſaith the Texi: And p. 412. The Ho'y Ghojt doth net 
Jay that the Lord takes Re bell vi's perſory and fits and prepares 
ilem by Santtification, and then when they are, fitt-d, he will 
ceme ' and dwell with them , but even the'', without wny in'er- 
milſron, without any ſtop, even when 'hey are rielitos the 
Lord Chriſt hath received gifts for them, that |:he Lord God 
n:ay .drrell among them: Thus the Doctor. But certainly the 
Apoſtle Paul waz more acquainted with, the; mind of the 
Holy Gho't than Dr. Criſp: now he, Ep'cf 4 8. alledging 
this of the Plal-niſt, opcnerh it far otherwiic, and delivereth 
it, ſo as to mc it {eemes full tor the confirmation of that 
we tave in hwd . 1/hen (faich he) be a/cerded up on high, 
he 1.d captivity catt v* and gave gifts to men: I hope he gave 
no cther tian what he received for jthem. Now 
whit gave he ? Ir follows, He gave ſom? + Apo'iles, and 
once Prophets arid jome Evangeliſts, and ſome. Paſtors and 
Teachers : and for what cnd > Fer the perfedaing of the Saints, 
for the work of the Miniſtry, for the edifying of the. body of 
Chriſt, till we come , &c. He did not 3then:: receive this 
rift, that thovgh tiiey were rebellions, the Lord: God 
nit dw ll among them whillt they remained lo, as 
the Doctor avers. B: ton.the contrary, he 1eccivei and cave a- 
broad thele gitt+ of the Miviſterial finQion, that thereby people. 
mjght be tak: n off their reb: ]lious principles, an | broken of their 
r. bellious praCtic: s, and fitted for the communion with the. Moſt 
High: The ſum is, the Miniſters of the Word are tent on this 
bulineſs to pr: pare people t.r the Loid, tor remiſhon and ſalyation; 
theretore there is ſometiing require of them, fore work ro be 
wrought in them, cn them.beforte they can-aftually partaks of 
remiſſion or ſalyation from the Loid, or enjoy communion with 
the Lord, | | 

4. That 


but Conditional, modeſily Aſſerted. 4F 

4. That which theſe Miniſters of the Goſpel have directed {in- 
nets to do for the obtaining of Remiſſion, Juſtification, and Salya- 
rion, that in order of nature is to be done before Remiſſion, Juſti- 
fication and Salvation can zually be obtained : But the Miniſters of 
the Goſpel have directed ſinners to repent and believe for the obtain- 
ing of, &c, As 2. 38. chap. 3.19. chap. 16. 30,31. Gal. 2.16, 
Nor was it Remiſſion or Juſtification in cognoſcends only, that they 
were directed to ſeek in this way of Faith and Repentance. Can any 
imagine that the meaning of that Query of the Jaylor, Srrs, wbar ſhall 
] do to be ſaved? ſhould be no more than this, W hat ſhall I do to 
be certified and eſfſured of my Salvation ? Beſides, that Juſtification, 
that Paul did himſelf, and directed others to ſeek by Faith, Rom, 3. 
28. Gal. 2.16. was ſuch in which Works have no hand. Bur to Ju- 
ſtification in cognoſcendo, or in foro conſcientie, to the evidencing to 
u5, and afſuring us that we are juſtified, Works do concur, Fames 2. 
16, 24 Amans juſtified (allyred of Juſtification) by Works, and not 
by Faith only. So that the other Juſtification muſt be cf another 
and different kind, Works being wholly excluded from having any 
thing to do therein. 7 

5- They who are in an eſtate of Wrath and Death until they do 
bel:eve, and then upon their believing paſs out of that eſtate into an 
eſtate of life ; they are not aQually jullified til] they do belicve : But 
the Elect are in ſuch an eſtate of Wrath and Death till they do a- 
tually believe Ephe/. 2. Children of wrath,even as others, Tit.3.3, ard 
then when they believe, they paſs out of that eſtare,  Joh.3.14. We 
krow me are paſſed from death to life, Under the power of death we 
were then, otherwiſe we could rot have paſſed from it. And when 
paſſed we from it ? the ſame Apoſt ie in his Goſpel rels us, Fob. 5 2 4. 
cizap. 3 wlt. in one of which places he aſſures us, thzt be that ear- 
ethand beilieveth, is paſſed : and in the other, He that velieverh net, the 
wrath of God till abiaes on him ; whichterms of paſſiag and abiaingy, 
clearly ſhew that all the Elect are, and continue actually in that wo- 
ful eſtate, until they do believe. -I hope you will not 1ay, they paſs 
in their own ſenſe and apprehenſion, and ſo ere children of wrath 
according to their apprehenfions. The Apoltie ſaith, T vey are cl- 
dren of wrath even as others : and certainly others are not oaly fer- 
fibly and appearingly ſo, nay, perhaps neither of theſe ways, but 
really ſo. For my part, l conceive no difi:rence between a Veſlel of 
EleCtion and a Vell.l of Wrath, but only in regard of God's purpoſe. 
2nd Chriit's purchaſe, which till it be brovghrt into act,doth make no 
real change in the party's ſtate and condition. | 
G Cc, Until 
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6. Until Men come aQtually to have Chriſt, to be united unto 
him, and one with him, they cannot partake of Juſtification, nor have 
any right thereto, 1 John 5. 12. Hethat hath the Son hath life, he that 
bath not the Son, bath net life. But until Men have Fatth they have 
not Chriſt, nor are united to him, for by Faith they receive him, 
John 1. 12. Goto him, Johns. 35, 37. Feed on him; dwell in him, and 
he in them, John 6.40, 56. By faith they live inhim, and he in them, 
Gal. 2. 20. By faith be awelleth in their hearts, Epheſ. 3. 17. Ergo, 
Until Men have Faith, and by Faith do aCtually believe on him, they 
cannot partake of Juſtification through him, Fobn 3. 35. - | 

I remember that when in a private Conference I preſſed ſome of 
theſe places of Scripture, inſtead of anſwering to them, you demand- 
ed, Whether the Elett had no benefit by Chrift, nor tight to Chriſt before 
they did believe ? To which I replied, | | | 

7. That though there be a purpoſe in God fo give ſalvation to 
them, and a purchaſe of it by Chriſt for them, yet bad they noright 
thereunto until they had faith. = 

2, That they might have benefit by Ghriſt before they had right 
to Chriſt, as in the inſtant of their Converſion, ; when the Spirit of 
Chriſt did work faith and repentance in them. | That firſt Benefic 


(they had, I conceive) in order of nature, though not in time, be- 
fore they had right, it being the very conveyance of right over to 
them, and ſtating them therein, muſt precede their having of 
right, or otherwiſe they ſhould have: right before they had it. 
This you told me then _ ys nonſenſe ;, and ſince you have a- 


verred in Pulpit, that to ſay 
nonſenſe. | | ; 

But, 1. Sir, Whether nonſenſe or no, what 'is it you ſay to the 
places cited ? Theſe Texts tell me plainly, that unleſs [| have Faith, 
l have not Chriſt, and that unleſs I have Chriſt I cannot have Life, 
no nor Right to, or Intereſt in it ; unleſs a Man may have Right to, 
and Intereſt in Life through Chriſt, and yet fox all not live, but pe- 
riſh eyerlaſtingly : which I think will be worſe than nonſenſe toayer : 
So that the Argument remains firm and unanſwered. 

2. For your.Crimination, though you might have dealt more fair- 
ly, and produced the manner of our afferting it; 2s well as the aſler- 
tion it ſelf; yet we muſt be content to take what you give, and as 
you give it, and ſhall caſt it up into the Sachelito the other Legacies 
you have beſtowed on us; as Arminianiſm, Papiſw, Judaiſm, abſolute 

Contradictions and weak Eyaſions, &c. 7 | 


en have benefit and not right, is palpable 
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3. For the groſs and palpable Nanſenſe it ſelf, Benefit and not 
Right. I muſt profeſs unto you, thatas groſs and palpable as it is, 
my dull Pate doth not yet apprehend it. All the while the Father . 
lives, the Child hath benefit by his Father's means, but what right 
he hath thereto I know not: the Coats he wears, the Food he eats, 
arenot his own by right, I think, but his Father's ; yea, when the 
Father dies and gives a Legacy to his Child to be paid at ſuch an age, 
until the Child come to that age It cannot challenge the Legacy or 
Portion given him by his Father, nor diſpoſe of it, if he die before, 
yet hath he benefit thereby ; if he hath jw ad rem, a right to the 
thing, he hath not js in re, a right in the thing, until that period 
of time, notwithſtanding the Danation of his Father. But to come 
yet nearer to he matter in hand. Suppoſe that ſame poor Woman 
caſt in Priſon for Debt, where ſhe is like to periſh, ſhould haply meer 
with a rich Friend, who pitying her ſad condition, and taking an 
afteftion to her, ſhould procure her inlargement out of Priſon, in- 
tending to wed and marry her: 1 hope here it would be no non- 
ſenſe to ſay, that this Woman had benefit by this intended Husband, 
before ſhe had right to him, and interelt in him : for, till the Match 
or Contraft ſhe cannot have any right in him at all: The caſe is 
ours, we are indebted to God, and in Priſon tco, the Lord by his 
Spirit delivering us, dota make us his$heavenly Bride. This firſt 
benefit, our delivering out of bonds, we muſt have in ſome meaſure 
from Chriſt, in order of Nature, before we can give our conſent to 
the Match, and by Faith take the Lord Jefus for our Husband. May 
we not ſay in this caſe, that we have beneſit? viz. the grand bere- 
fic of Regeneration by him, before we have right to him? Is it non- 
ſenſe to ſay ſo ? I am ſure Mr. Thomas Goodwin writes ſomething af- 
ter This manner, (Cbri## ſer forth in hs Death, &c. p. 28.) . The pro- 
miſes of forgiveneſs are not as the pardensof a Prince, which meerly con- 
rain an expreſſion of his Royal Word for pardoning ;, fo as we in ſeeking of 
it, do reſt upon, ard have to do only with kis Word and Seal, which we 
have to ſhew for it : but Cod*s Promiſes of Pardun are made in his Son, 
and are as if a Prince ſhould offer to pardon a Tranor upon Marriage with 
his Child, whom in, and with that Paraon he offers in ſuch « relation, ſo 
as all that would have pardon, muſt firit ſeek out for his Child : And thus 
it 15 in the matter of believing ;, the reaſon of which is, becauſe Chriſt s; 
the grand Promiſe, in whom all the Promiſes are Yea and Amen, 2 Cor. 
1.20. The Intercit in an Heireſs Lands goes with ber ferſon, ard with 
the relation of Marriage to her ; ſo all the Promiſes hang on Chriſt, and 
without bim, there 15 naintereſft to be bad in them. ' So Mi, Reynolds Life 
2: of 
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of Chriſt, p. 466. tells me, That till there be thisconſent on our ſide, it 
15 bat a Woomg, there 15 no Marriage, no Covenant made. Pag. 478. 
That cur Umon and Communion with Chriſt, 1s on our part the work of 
F.uth,whoſe Office it 15 to unite to Chriſt ara gain poſſeſſion of him, Yea, 
Luther allo on Gal. 2.20. Faith therefore muſt be purely taught, name- 
ly, that thou art ſo entirely joined to Ehrift, as that thou may'ſt ſuy, ] am 
one with Chriſt, his Righteouſneſs and Yiftory are mine, &c. For by Faith 
we are joined ſo together, that we are become one Fleſh and one Bone. $9 
that this Fanh doth couple Chriſt and me more near together, than the Huſ- 
band 1s coupled ito his Wife. And Dr. Prefton's New Coven. p. 458, 
ayers the ſame. 7 + | ; 

| Sir, theſe Men know how to write; ſenſe; now they tell us, that 
our right comes through our Marriage with Chriſt, and that Spiri- 
tual Match is not made up,until we believe, which be the two main 
Pieces of that| you call groſs Nonſenſe. For, as for, the third, that 
we cannot believe till God for Chriſt's fake vouchſafe'us that benehic, 
that they all maintain ir, I need not tell you. - In fine, your Nonſenſe 
beſpeaks you in this Argument, which perhaps may puzzle both your 
ſenſes and inteileCtuals ſolidly to anſwer. © © 

All that be united unto Chriſt, and/quickned by him, before they 
have right to him, do receive ſpecial benefits from/him before they 
have right to him : But all the Elect are united unto Chriſt ard 
quickned by him, before they have right to him, or to ſalvation 
through him : Ergo, All the Eleft do receive ſpecial benefits by 
Chriſt, before they bave right to him, or to ſalvation through him. 
Or, All that ' have union before they have right, have benefit before 
they have right ; But all the EleCt haye unton before they have right ; 
Ergo, All the Ele have benefit before they bave right. 

But we have right to thoſe benefits (ſay you) by vertue of God's Largeſs 
and Donation. The ſame] alſo fiad in Dr. Ames, Cor. p, 127, 

But this I Conceive to hold crue only in abſolute Grants ; for if 
the Gift cr Grant be conditional], then 1s there a right unto the be- 
nefit granted, when that condition is wrought in- the Legatee, and 
not before. Swynborn in his Treatiſe of Teſtamcnts, p 150. tells us, 
That if the Teſtator give his Daughter an Bundred Pounds, if ſhe 
marry with advice and approbztion of her Uncle, in cate the pirty 
marry without adviſing with ber Uncle about ir, ſheloſeth her right 
to the Legacy given her ; (which by the way, may ſhew the weak- 
neſs of that Argument that is taken from the word Teſtamenr, 
which ſome: uſe againſt Conditions : as if Conditions could not 
ſtand with a Teſtamentary Diſpoſition.) Now ſuch is God's _ 
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of Salvation: it is made in Chriſt, it is made in him unto Pelie- 
vers ; it is not made to finners,- as ſinners, as ſome aver, but to re- 
penting and believing ſinners, John 38, 39, 40. This rs the w:l! of 
him that ſent me, that every one that ſeeth the S»n and belieweth on him, 
have everlaſting life, The Grant beirg made unto us as Believers, l 
conceive we have not right unto the benefic granted until we do be- 
lieve, Sure | am, we cannot have right, but by ard through our 
union to him; which union being an ineſtimable benefit, we cannot 
have right before we have benefit. | 

7. Becauſe you are fo ready to charge your Adverſzries with Non- 
ſenſe and ContradiCtions, let us mind you of the old Rule, He thas 
accuſeth another of aſhoneſty, mus? look well to himſelf : ard let the in- 
contequences which neceſſarily follow from your Do&trin be our laſt 
Argument. [ beſeech you therefore to read me thoſe Riddles your 
Teaents ſeem to me to contain ; and to lead me out of thoſe Mezes 
and Meanders which I think your Poſitions lead unto, at leaſt to de- 
liver your ſelf outof them; for perhaps my ſenſes may not lead me 
to follow your clue, unleſs I ſee better Solutions than | have ſeen 
or heard from you hitherto. I beſeech you teil me then, 
| 1. How there can be Many, yea, Or any true Belicyers wha were ne- 

ver humbled, when yet all Men muſt ſte their Righteouſneſs droſs and 
dung, muſt be ſciooled by the Law to know their need of Chriſt, 
| before they can or will makeour unto him ? f 

2. How the ſame Man may be aCtually reconciled to God, have 
Wrath removed from him, and be beloved of God with the love of 
complacency, and yet at the ſame time in regard of the fame evil 
works, be an enemy unto God, a child of wrath, and have wrath: 
abiding on him! See rhis diſtinttion of Complacency and Compaſſion 
confirmed by Rutherford his Survey of Antinomianiſm, 

3. How the ſame Man may be aQtually juſtihed and quickned, ard 
yet actually dead 1n regard of the lame lins, at the ſame time! 

4. How the ſame Man at the ſfametime can be a Member of Chrii?, 
one in him, and united to him, as he muſt be who is actually juſti- 
fied, and a Member alto of the Devil, as he cannot but be wio i!;11 
remains an ungodly, impenitent, and unbelieving perſon ? | 

5. How Faith in the Work of Juſtification ſerves for any farther 
uſe than to allure us, that we are juſtified, ſeeing it doth not concur 
ro the eſſence and being of ir, or to the conſtituting of us in a ſtate 
juſtifiable ? and how we are ſatd ro be jultified by Faith and noc 
by Works, when Works aſſure us of our being juſtified as well as 
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6. How in the Petition, Forgive #4 our Debts, we can pray for 
any thing more than aſſirance of Pardon, when aCtual Pardon 1s 
paſſed long before? And how Sins can be aCtuzlly pardoned be- 
fcre they be committed, and the guilt removed pefore it"is con- 
contracted ? | H 

7. How God, who promiſeth pardon to Believers only, and con- 
demneth thouſands for their impenitency and unbelief, can with- 

out blemiſh of his Honour, Truth, and Juſtice, give pardon to any 
in his impenitency and unbelief ? | | 

8. How a Man can be ſaid to be bound by Covenant, to keep or 
break the Covenant, when yet in the Covenant there are no Condi= 
tions on Man's part required to be performed ? 

9. Why it doth not follow from ycur Tenents, that a Man may 
be aCtually juſtified and ſaved without Faith, when yet you maintain 
aftual Juſtification before Faith, and Faith to be required not to the 
ellence of it, or intereſting of perſons in it, but only to the aſſuring 

| them of their intereſt therein? | 

10, Why it follows not alſo from them, that Chriſtians may 
live as they liſt, ſeeing you hold, thet no Conditions are on their 
part required, ſo that they cannot break the Covenant ? Whether 
Dr. Preſton dares the Believer to fin if he can,l yet find not ;. but this 
I find, That hbetholds that the Believer may'both ſin, and by ſfinning 
may break the Covenant, as you may find in his Treatiſe of the New 
Covenant, P.458, 459, 4609, Cc. | \ 

Theſe are ſome of the many (for more might be named) ſtraits 
and intricacies, your Poſitions lead your ſelf and your followers 
into ; out of which, how you will rid your ſelf I wot not : but ſure 
I am, that your Solutions hitherto given, do yield no manner of real 
ſatisfaction, not only, not to my ſelf, but not to any other of your 
godly and intelligent Auditors, that I have yet met with. 

Toward the cloſe of your Sermon, you uſhered in your Authori- 
ties with this Objetion, But many good Divines call it a Conditional 
Covenant. | . 

But, Sir, you are meal mouthed in the very ObjeCtion; for not 
only many, but the moFt part of Divinescall it ſo. All that 1 have ever 
yet met with, Dr. Cr:ſp, Mr. Saltmarſh, and your ſelf excepted. 
As for thoſe Authors you bring, I ſhall by and by ſhew your foul 
play in citing ſome of them, and your miſtake 'of others ; and 
diſcover moſt, if not. all of them to be on my ſide, and to be only 
againſt meritorious Conditions. The like mincing you uſed in a 
pallage in the beginning of your Sermon ; viz. That ſome goed 
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Divines ſay, That Faith and Repentance are the way to Glory, Where” 
as if you be pleaſed to rub your Poll, I believe you may call to mind, 
not only that ſome, but molt good Divines call theſe Conditions, and 
ſay as much of good Works as you here allow to Faith ; namely, 
that they are via ad regnum, the way to the Kingdom, tho' not Canſs 
regnarndi, the cauſe of reigning, Iam ſure Mr. Perkins, Dr. Preſton, - 
Biſhop Daverant, and moſt others I have read, do call them ſo. Bur 
you are politick in theſe Expreſſions ; for thereby you would per- 
ſwade your hearers, that you had many on your fide ; like ſome 
Travellers, who paſſing on in ſolitary ways, keep a whiſtling and 
a hooping, as if they had a great deal of company, whereas alas 
they are either wholly alone, or at moſt have but one or two Com- 
Panions. 

Now, Sir, for your Reply to this Objeftion, we ſhall refer it to 
the cloſe of all, and at preſent ſhall look into the Authors you bring, 
and ſee whether they ſtand for the Opinion for which you cited them, 
or rather againſt it, as ſhall be made to appear ; and then ſhall add 
ſome others to them. 

You begin with the Fathers, but there you are ſparing in your 
Citations ; you tell us the Queſtion was rarely agitated then. Bur 
you might have ſaid, that the Fathers, if they faulted inany thing 
about the Matter in controverſie, it was in giving too much to Faith, 
Repentance and Good Works, by their hyperbolical commendati- 
ons of them, ſtiling them meritorious, and the like ; as both 
Mr. Gataker in his Rejoinder to Mr. Saltmarſh, p. 53. and Biſhop Da- 
nant, de Fuſtit. Aftual, cap. 53. Men better vers'd in the Fathers than 
you or I, will tell you, That you bring out of Aguſtin, makes 
not at all againſt Conditions in the Covenant , but againſt the 
Power of Free Will, aſſerted by Pe/agivzs. The ſame Author will 
tell you, | 

He that made thee without thee, will not ſave thee without thee (as I 
have often heard out of Pulpits when I was a Scholar.) And whomr- 
ſoever he draweth, he draweth him being willing. Our Faith diſiingurſh- 
eth the just from the unjuſt, not by the Law of Works, but of Faith it 
ſelf. Chriſt is not awake in him in whom Faith doth ſleep. The Juſtifica- 
tionby the Faith of Jeſus Chrift hathbeen given, is given, and ſhall be 
given to Believers, before, under, and after the Law. By Faith we frnd 
that which the Fews have loft, And elſewhere, agſwering the Objccti- 
on of the Pelagians, from the command of Faith and Repentance, 
whereby they would prove, that we had power to do them, elle the 


command of them would be to no purpoſe, he ſaith, By — 
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he (God) doth admoniſh us to do what we can, and to beg for that which 
we are not able to do. Know, O Man (faith he in another place) by 
the Precept, what thou oughteit, to bave ; in the Reproof,, th.ut "tis through 
thy own fault that thau baſt zt not ;, in the Prayer, learn from whence thou 
may” ft receive that which then would* have, De Cor. & gra. c. 3. 
He ſhews in another place, 'in what reſpect the Apoſtle ſaith, The 
Juſtification of Life came upon all Men ;, Not becauſe all Men do believe 
in Jeſus Chriſt, but becauſe 1:0 Mm is juſtified except he do believe in him, 
It is therefore ſaid, all Men, that it heh rot be thought that any one 
might be ſaved by any other means wher ſd, but by him, De Nat. & Grat. 
C. It, Yea,this Chempicn of Free Grace\path ſo many high, yea,haply 
over-high Commendatie:s of Faith, thet out of him Bellarmine pro- 
Cuceth not one or two, but many Citations to prove a meritorious 
cauſality of Faith in the Work of Juſtification, as you may ſee in his 
firſt Bcok ac Fuſtific. 6. 17. 

2. Proſper | have rot, yet by the Allegations [ have read, cited out 
oi him, I cannot conceive that Author to be againſt Conditions, but 
rather for them. | ſhall name a Sentence or two. | 
Faith is the Foundation of Righteeuſneſs, which no Good Works go be- 
fore, but from which all ao proceed ; from thence (i;e. from the Do- 
rin of the Apoſtles) every one doth receive Life, which Faith alone doth 
bring forth.” 

3. Add to Proſper, Ferom in Pſalm 5. Therefore thou fat beſpr inkle 
me with this Hyſop, when thou ſhalt pour upon me the vertue of his Bloed, 
mhen ChriSt ſhall dwell in me by Faith. And Moſes diflinguiſtedi in Levi- 


ticus between the Righteouſneſs of Faith and Deeds, that the ene is by 


" the other only by the credulity of Faith. 

| 4+ So Ambroſe According to the purpoſe of Grace it ts ſo decreed by 
Ged, that the Lawceaſing, the Grace of Goa ſhould require Faith alone to 
Salvation, And this Law (to wit, of the Spirit) a liberty, re- 
quiring Faith alone. 

5- Chryſoſtom, as I find him cited by Biſhop Downham, Then 6b- 
taireſt Righteouſneſs, not by ſweat and labour , but receiveſt it by gift 
from above, bringing one thing only from within : VIZ, to belxeve. No- 
thing therefore in us doth concur to the At of Juſtification, but 
only Faith ; in Rom. 1. 17. andapain in Rem. 3.27; What is the Law 
of Faith ? to ſave by Grace : Here he ſyzweth the power of God, that he 
bath not only ſaved, but juſtified, and brought to glor yy and that not re- 


quiring works, but ſeeking Faith only. 


6. Theodorer, cited by the ſame Author. Our Lord Clriſt hath by 
his Blood procured our Salvation, Solam a nobis iden exlgens, requs- 
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ring of us Faith alone; in Romans, Chap. 3. Verſe 25. 

7. Theophylaft, in Rom. 4. 5. Doth he that is to be juſtified bring 
ary thing ? Faith only, By theſe] hope it doth ſufficiently appear, 
That the Fathers held not Redemption to be abſolute, as if no- 
thing were required from us in regard of Application ; but on 
the contrary, that Faith was required of us if we would be parts- 
kers of the Salvation purchaſed ; thatit was required of us before 
our actual Juſtification, and did concur thereto. 

Paſs we from theſe to later Writers , among whom, let Afarrin 
Luther be the firſt. Now it is true, that in the place you cited, 
he ſaith, The Promiſes of the Law ar e conditional, but the Promiſes of 
the New Teſtament have no ſuch conditions, nor require any thing of 
14, nor depend upon any Conditions of our worthineſs, But here | con- 
celve he excludes meritorious Conditions, partly, becauſe he expreſ- 
ſeth himſelf very cauteloully, ſaying, No ſuch Conditions, and no 
Conditions of our worthineſs, And alſo becauſe he doth ellewhere 
often aver, that ſomething 1s required of vs. I might here mind 
you of what Chemnicixs ſaith in the place before cited, who being 
a Lutheran, could not but be better acquainted with Luther's Te- 
nents-.than you or I; namely, that Zucher was not againlt Prepa- 
rations of Oraer, but only Preparations of Merit ;, and for proof of 
it, cites him on the third Chapter to the Galatians, where we find, 
verſ. 30. this pallage, The uſe of the Law is to terrifie and fright to 
Chriſt, who is the end of the Law for Righteouſneſs. And verſ. 2. 
Chriſt*s coming profits neither the careleſs nor the deſperate, but only 
ſuch who have been tor mented and terrified with the Law for a time, and 
now with ſure truft come to Chriſt, Which paſſagesdo clearly ſhew, 
that he held, there ought to bea work of the Law upon the hearr 
before its cloſe with Chriſt, not to make it worthy of Chriſt, but 
to make it long and gaſpafter Chriſt. I might tell you alſo, How 
in aLetter written to Mr. Ga#þer Guttil, and tranſlated by Mr. Ra- 
therford, the ſame Martin Luther vehemently inveighs againſt thoſe 
who would have the Doftrin of Grace to be preacbed in the firſt 
place, and afterwards the-Revelation of Wrath, calling it « New 
Method, a Curious Crotcher, and the broachers of it jugling Grpſtes 
and averreth expreſlz, that rhe Apoſtles method, Rom. 1. 2,, 3. was 
aircttly oppoſite thereto, which was firs to denounce the Wrath of God 
from Heaven, and make all the World ſinners and guilty before God; 
then when they ſee this, to teach them farther how they may obtain grace 
andbe juſtified. AS alſo that notable place on Gal. 2. 16, The true 
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way to Chriftianity us this, that a Man do firft acknowledge bimſelf by 
the Law to be a ſinner, A little after, When a Han 15 thas taught 
and inſtrufted by the Law, then he 13 terrified and humbled, then be ſeeth 
indeed the greatneſs of bis ſin, and canno: find in himſelf one ſpark, of 
the Lam of God ;, therefore be juftificth God inhis Word, and confeſſeth 
thet be 14 guilty of Death and Eterual Damnation. The fir#t part then 
of Chriftianity 35 the Preaching of Repentance, and the Knowledge of 
Ourſelves. And ſome few Lines after, The Law doth nething elſe 
bus utter ſin, terrific and kumble, and by this means grepareth us to Ju- 
ſtifeation, and arvueth us to Chriftk. And about two Leaves after, 
Berrig thus terrified by the Law, the Man utterly deſpaireth of his own 
ftrengib, be looks about, and ſigheth for the help of a Mediator and Sa- 
wiewr. Here then cometb in good time the healthful Word of the Ge- 
ſpel, aud ſaub, Son, thy ſins are forgiven thee , believe in Jeſus 
Chri#t crucified for thy ſins. Like to which he hath another paſlzge, 
The txue Ojjice of the Law, which can be never enowob magnified, 15 to 
ſbew #s our ſins, to bumble us, kall us, bring us down to Hell, that we 
may be juſtified, Cha. 3. verſ. 23. ad finem. +4 
Thele Sayings of - Luther, Sir, do fully aſſure me, that Luther 
held a Necellity of Legal Sorrow 'and Humiliation in Perſons to 
de juſtified, and that to prepare them for Juſtification, which 
is direQtly againſt the Second Poſition of your former Sermons, 
concerning the Abſaluteneſs of the Goſpel, wherein you pleaded. 
what you could, againſt the Neceſlity of ſuch Legal Sorrow, and 
Humiliation. nee 
But paſs we over theſe, and cooſult we Luther about that necef- 
ſary meay of Faith; Let the Queſtion be, Whether in the Goſpel 
Faith be not required to the actual enjoyment "of Juſtification,, 
and Remifſion, and to tbe obtaining, of a right thereto, and in- 
terefl therein ? Or whether we may have a right to, and in- 
tereſt m, or aftual enjoyment of theſe Benefits without Faith, or 
before Faith? We will not go beyond his Commentary on the 
Epiſte to the Galet#ans for the diſcovering of his mind herein ; 
and. begin we where we left, Chap. 2. ver. 16. #re is to be no- 
46d, that theſe three, Faith, Chriit, and Acceptation, or Impeation 
muy} be goyned nagether ;, Faith takith hold cw Chrift, and hath him 
preſent, 464 Ring doth a Preciexs Stone ;, and whoſoever ſhall be found 
buving this confidence in Chrifs apprebended' in the beart, him mill God 
axvound for Righteans. This is the prean, and this is the merit wherchy 
20: 440.4/: a5e KRermſor of Sins and Reghreowfnefs. SQ on ver/.'2o.. of 
| | | 1 the 


but Conditional, modeſtly Afſerted. G1 
the ſame Chapter, a place cited already, he teacheth, that it is 
throvgh Faith weare united to Chriſt, and come to call the Be- 
nefits we have by him, ours, cp. 3. 13. about the middle. For- 
aſmuch then as Chriſt reigns by his Grace in the Hearts of the Faithful, 
there 1s no Sin, no Death, nor Curſe. But where Chriſt is not known, 
there all theſe things do ſtill remain ; Therefore all they that believe not, 
as lack this ineſtimable Benefit, and glorious Vittory, And on ver. 14- 
We are all accurſed before God, before we know C briſt ,, and there 15 ne 
other way to avoid the Curſe, but to believe. Alittle after, This Gifs 
of the Spirit, we receive not by any other Merits than by Faith alone. 
Ver. 26. Fuithin Chriſt maketh us the Children of God, And Perſe 
28. comparing our believing to the looking on the brazen Ser- 
pent, ſaich thns, This is erue Faith concerning Chriſt, and in Chriſt, 
whereby we are made Members of his Body, Fleſh of his Fleſh, and Bone 
of his Bone. In him therefore we live, move, and bave our being « 
Chriſt and our Faith muſt be throughly joyned together. Verſe 29. If 
ye be ChriſPs, then are you Abraham?s Seed; that 15 to ſay, If yebe- 
lieve, and be baptized into Chriſt , If ye believe, Lays &c. then are 
ye the children of Abraham,not by Nature, but by Adoption. Yeagin the 
' place firſt cited, with which we ſhall conclude this Teſtimony, cha. 
2,16. Becauſe thou believeſt in me. (ſaith the Lord) and ir Faith 
Leyeth hold on Chriff, whom I have freely given untqthce, that ho might - 
be thy Mediator and High Prieft, therefore be thou juſtifiid and righ- 
rcons, Wherefore God doth accept or account us as righteohs orfly for bur 
Faith in Chri#, Becauſe we do apprebend Chriſt by Faith, all our ſus 
now are no ſins ; But where Chriſt and Faith be not, there 15 no re: 
miſſion or covering of ſins, but meer imputation of fin and condemna* 
tion. 

I hope, Sir, in thoſe places Lather ſpeaks plainly enough to the, 
purpoſe in hand, and doth ſufficiently declare his belief in this 
particular to be, that Faith is required to our Juſtification, and 
that to the obtaining of it, that it doth marry vs to Chriſt, ar; 
ſo ſtate ns in a right unto his Benefits, that till we have this Faith, 
we are accurſed Caitiffs, under Death, Wrath and Condemnation, 
and that before God, or in his ſight.. Nay, Sir, ke doth ſay, that 
. It is becauſe of our Faith, and for our Faith, and that Paid the. 
merit by which we have it ; which though I doubt. not 


paſs with a favonrable conſtruion, , yet are-highes Tin 
nour than any of aur Divines do give unto. her is 
Conditions in chE Covenant. 
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Your next Author was Peter, Martyr ; his Commentary on the 
Epiſtle to the Romans | have, where | meet withs that common 
place, cap. 11. p. 1281. De Fuſtrficatione, In it the paſſage you 
cite, viz. We deny that th: Teſtament of G od concerning the Kemiſſion 
"of Sins in Chrift, bath a Condition annexedtoit, { . 

But firſt, I conceive, that Martyr here denies only a Condition 
of Works, or a Legal Condition. Such Legal Condicions Pightus 
did plead for. And that theſe are the Conditions which Martyr 
doth deny, his own words in the very ſame Page| do clearly ex- 
preſs. For having in tke Line next after the Paſſage you quote out 
of him, alledged that of the Apoſtle at large, Gat, 5. 15, 16, 17. 
he preſently from this Teſtimony draws this Inference, as an Ex- 
plication of his former Negation of Conditions in the Teſta- 
ments, Hec verba clariſſime docent 3 Theſe words do mit clearly teath, 
that the Teſtament which God made with Abraham, wa's pure and abſc- 
lute z & ſine ulla legali conditione, and without any. legal condition. 
But that he ſhould deny the Condition of Faith, or:that Faith was 
required to Juſtification, that common place ſhews not, but rather 
the contrary; for about ſome Leaves after, ſpeaking of ther, 
Rom, 4. It ſhall be imputed to 4, as it was to Abrahann, if we believe z 
he thus ſaith, j 

Is it not here clearly enough ſaid, that we mu#t believe, that that 
Feſus Chrift, whom God raiſed again, died and roſe again, that we 
might be juſtified, and that all our ſins might be forgiven us? p. 129 . 
And a little after, Every one that ſeeth the Son and bzlieveth on him, 
bath Eternal Life, Thus therefore we infer, But I believe on the Son 
of God, therefore I now have, and ſhall bave that which he hath promi- 

ed, P. 1293. Unleſs Faith be wanting, whereby we may apprehend the - 
things offered,we are juſtified by the Promiſes, p. 1294. Martyr in that 
common place reaſons wholly againſt Juſtification by Works. And 
the Condition there ſpoken of, unleſs we will do apparent injury 
to the Author, we muſt underſtand the Condition of Works, or 
of the Law, which both there, and in this eleventh Argument he 
excludes, both from the Covenant witli Abraham, and the Work 
of Juſtification. | | 

2. Let but Martyr expound himſelf, and then it will appear 
what Conditions he denies, and in what manner ; ror ſhall 1 lead. 
you any further for diſcovery of this, than this his Commentary 
on the Epiſtle to the Romans. Look then Chap. 10. on'thoſe words, 
For righteonſneſs to every one that believeth 3 and you thall find _ 
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difference between the Law and the Goſpel, thus ſet down by 
him. 

The Lam « received by dowrig, and mot exatt performing that which 
is commanded : But the Goſpel by a lively and efficacious afſent of 
Faith. Moſes alſo Deut. 30. writ*th concerning the Law, that he 
had ſer before the People Life and Death, manifeſtly teaching, that if 
the Law be received and fulfilled, it will bring Eternal Life with it : 
Bur ſecing we are ſhut out from this Benefir, the merciful God hath pro- 
wided another word, to wit, of Faith ; which if by aſſenting to it, it be 
received, bringeth: Life along with it, From thus place it appeateth, 
that the Promiſes of the Law were given from the ſuppsſition or cond;:tion 
of Works going before. But in the Goſpel, if Works are annexed to 
the Promiſes, they are not ſo to be urnderſtocd, as either the Merit or 
Cauſes of thoſe Promiſes. But we mu#t thus conclude, That theſe 
Gifts of God which are\ prom:ſea,- follow after the Works, tho' they be 
nat perfet and abfolutc as they are commanded in the Law, Þ. 1026, 
1927- This place, (I hope) will fhew, that Perer Martyr was 
only againſt the conditien of Works, and there too azaialt their 
merit or efficacy ;, for as ior their preſence, he allows, that they are 
required in the Goſpel. But as for the Condition of Falch, he js 
nor at all againſtit. Turn to one place more, Rom. 8. If ne ſuf- 
fer with him, &c, Where, ſetting down the differences between the 
Promiſes of the Law and of the Goipel, he ſaith, They do noe 
differ in this, (as ſome think) that the Promiſes Evaneslical bave 19 
Conditions annexed; but the Legal Promiſes are never «ffered without 
Conditions ;, for as t's ſaid, Honour thy Father and thy Mother, that 
thou may'#t live long upon the Earth. And if ye be willing and ovedrert 
ye ſhall eat the good of the Land. So we read alſo in the Goſpel, For- 
give, and it ſhall be forgiven ; give, and it ſhall be given, Ec. Where- 
fore ſeeing this is not the difference, we muit ſeek out ſome other. It 
appeareth therefore to him that diligently conſidereth, that the Condi- 
tions of the Law might be cauſes ef the obtainment of the Rewards pro- 
miſed : for if they bad been perfett and abſolute, as the Law require 
chem, they might be compared wuth the Rewards themſelves, and had aljo 
had eſteem of merit ;, but ſeeing theſe cannot be performed by Men, Gol 
of his mercy gave in their ſtead Evargeiical Promiſes, which alt hone h 
they have Conditions added, yet are offered freely, p. 667. Where- 
fore if than joyn theſe three things togetner, that ' the Evangelical Re-* 
Ward! are promiſed freely, that the Conditions cannot be compared unto, 
or equalized with them, that the Promiſes mui} be mot firm, and rake 

away 


S 


F , 


54 LIT he Covenant of Grace not Abſolute, 


away the account of merit, you may ſee wherein theſe differ. from theſe 
of the Law, Þ. 668. | = : 

And thus 1. bope it is manifeſt, that they were Conditions of 
Works which Petcr Martyr did deny ; that he did not deny them 
ſimply neither, but only as meritcrious and cauſal of the Benefits 
promiſed ; that he held Faith tobe the Requiſite or theCondition 
of the Goſpel. So that you muſt give me leave to take Martyr from 
you too, and put bim down with the forenamed Authors, for a 
Patron of our Cauſe. | * | 
| 3. Next unto Peter Martyr, vou cite Oleviarn, but whether with 
any more advantage to your Cauſethan the former, ordiſadvan- 
tageto us, is the buſineſs of our preſent enquiry. 

If you pleaſe, with ſecond thoughts, (which are moſt:common- 
ly the beſt) to look into him, you ſhall find, that wher; he denies 
Conditions in the Covenant, they are only ſuch as, firſt, are per- 
formed by, and proceeding from our own ſtrength; which we 
with him do acknowledge to be none, and therefore alſÞ deny the 
ſame. 2. Which ariſe from, or carry along with ther) a conſi- 
deration of dignity, or worthineſs in our ſelves. 3.; Are of a 
meritorious nature. Such Conditions as theſe, we together with 
him diſclaim. That theſe are the Conditions which he, doth de- 
ny, is ſo clear and plain, that he which runs may read; If you 
begin with bis defiaition of the Covenant of Grace, | you ſhall 
find him in the cloſe thereof expreſſing himſelf thus ; Without the - 
condition or ſtipulation of any good thoughts from their own ſtrength, De - 
ſubſt. fad. grat. p. 3. Having ſpoken concerning God, who makes 
the Covenant, he comes afterward to conſider the perſons with 
whom this Covenant is made, and ſhews, that the very Elect 
themſelves, to whom it doth eſpecially befong, are by nture chil- 
dren of wrath, dead in ſins, ſach whoſe hearts are heart; of ſtone, 
unable to think a good thought of themſelves, meer darkneſs, 
enemies to God, ſlaves to fin and Satan. ' Now foraſmigh as they 
are ſucb, God (faith he) promiſeth he will not make any ſuch Cove- 
nant with them, which in the leaft part thereof ſhould be founded on 
their own ſtrength to perform it, Pp. 12. Wherefore left the:Covenant 

ſhould fail and be of none effeftt, men being miſerable, dead in' fins, ha- 
wng bearts of flone, ſuch as are not ſunbjet ro the Law of God, 181- 
ther inaced can be, Rom. 8. Who are not able of themſelves to ebink 
any thought that is good -' but that it may remain firm and evert ofing 
he promſeth ſuch a Covenant, the whole cfſenco whereof dvth depen 
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21 himſelf alone, and is foanded in his Son Feſns Chriſt, — He pro- 
miſeth alſo ſuch a manner of executing in us this his decree and pur-- 
poſe, the ſtrength and efficacy whereef doth not proceed from corrups 
man, but from himſelf alone, p. 13. A little after, he ſums vp 
all that he had ſaid concerning the nature and ſubſtance of the 

Covenant, thus, Wherefore, if you look upon God, the efficient canſe, 

and thoſe to whom he promiſuth the Covenant ; or if you conſider the 

mutter and form thereof, you ſhall ſtill find it is a Covenant of free 

Grace, and that it doth not depend on any conditicn of our worthineſs, 

merits, or our proper ſirength The mo#t mareiful God did fee the 

promiſe would be vain in reſpett of our own vanity, which ſhonld depend 
on the condition of our own ſtrength,p.r4. What here be doth deliver 
ſo plainly, and in ſuch exprets terms, you may (if yon pleaſe to 
look into him) fond him afterwards. (p. 211, & 215.) repeating 
again and again. 

Sir, By theſe paſſiges you may ſee you have not gained any 
thing by Olewian, nor your Adverſaries loſt by what he ſpeaks a 
gainft Conditions in the Covenant. 

Now that you may further ſee, that he ſpeaks rather on their 
fide whom yon oppoſe, than for you ; I ſhall intreat you to con- 
lider ſome other p:f2ges in bim. | 
1. He tells us, that in this Covenant there is, and muſt be a 
mutual conſent between Gcd ard us, yea, a content teſtified by 
both parties: for immediately after his definition of the Cove- 
nant 1n the ſubſtance of it, (which we mentioned before) tre 
comes to confider the adminiftration of it, which he faith is di- 
ſperſed by the Lord, by voice and viſible figns, 1 teft imomian mww- 
tn confenſas inter Deum & nos; In teftimony of 1hus mutual conſent 
which is between God and us, P. 3- The fame he doth clſzwhere 
more largely repeat, as | ſhall ſhew you by and by. How both 
parties do give their content in making the Covenant, he. doth 
afterwards declare, ard withal the freerefs of che Grace of God 
in both. | | 

The whole ſubſtance «f the Covrname (faith he) is free : In refpett 
of God, be properly makes the Covenans with us, woen he deth in our 
Hearts by the Holy Spirit ſeal the Promiſe of Free Reconciliation of- 
fered in the Gofpel, and beginneth cur renovatien to erernal hife, auth 
daily carry it on, and at la#t doth perfett it. Jn veſpet! of ns who were 
arad in fins and treſpaſſes, the Covenart us received when the Holy 
UbodF 3s freely pinents us, whercby being raifed from death te life, it 
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comes to paſs that we not orly bave a will and power to believe the Promiſe 
of Free Grace concerning Reconciliation by Chrift, and the renewing of 
us, that we may enter ito the inheritance of the heavenly Kingdom, but 
alſo do believe or receive Faith it ſelf. $9 that the freeneſs and ab- 
foluteneſs of the Covcnant doth not cor:(iſt in this, that there is 
no condition or duty required on our parts, but none that is to be 
performed by our own ttrength ; as he ſome few lines after doth 
expreſs himſelf. 

Thus _ (faith he) uu 1s certain, that this DI Covenant is meerly 
of free Grace, and doth not depend on any condition of our onn ſtrength, 
but on the free Mercy of God in Chrit, apprehended: by Faith, which 

h:mſel f doth beſtow ;, "7 be offer or render of a double Promiſy in ChriFt, 
ro wit, of the rem:ſjuon of fins, and ſarttification, ard ſo the Lina ion 
of Chritt himſelf, 1s, in 1eſp. of Cod, mo#t free. The | acceptation 
on our part is alſo free, becauſe it 15 the altos of God in ys, whereby 
| hee doth ſeal the Promiſe to our hearts, ſo that being atted by him, we 
ao att ; being by him made Believers, we do believe ;,, andxeing quick- 
ned or created by Chrift unto good work;, we do walkin them,s p. 16. 

Thus far Olevian in that place: And who is there, Sir, of theſe 
whom you oppoſe, that doth not ſay the ſame with hirt ? Sothat 
your quoting of him is at lea{t to little purpoſe for youtr opinion : 
I might farther ſhew you, that he in another place, (p.:211, 212, 
213,216.) repeating the ſame thing, adds, once and again, that 
God in giving Faith to his Eleft and choſen ones, doth thereky give with 
5210 them alſo untverſam ſubſtantiam foederis, the whole  jwbſtance of 
the Covenart. So that the Remiſſion of Sin promiſed in the Cove- 
nant, is not Antecedent,but Conſequent to Faith ; whith in effe&t 
is as much for the conditionality of Faith, in referenceto the Par- 
don of Sin, and the Salvation of Souls, as is contenged for by 
thoſe whom you oppoſe ; but I will not inſiſt on that. I ſhall, 
for your and the Readers better information and ſatisfaQtion touch- 
ing the judgment of this learned Divine in this poi, entreat 
you to obſerve, 

2. That as he doth plead for a mutual conſent of both Parties 
in the Covenant ; ſo he doth withal maintain, thatiwhen God 
for his part performs the federatory ation (as his; phraſe is) 
prius aſſenſum a nobis ſtipulatur : he doth firſt require our aſſent to 
the Promiſes and Duties or Conditions of the Covenant. Thus 
he expreſleth himſelf more than once, ſhewing witha}, that this 
Poſition is moſt agreeable to the ms of the Old and New 
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Teſtament ; alledging to this purpoſe, that voluntary and fede- 
ral Contraft between Ged and the People expreſſed by Afoſes, 
Thou hat avouched the Lord this day to be thy God, and to walh 111 his 
Ways, ard to keep his Statutes, and his Commandments , and his 
Tudg ments, and to hearken unto his Voice. And the Lord bath this day 
avouched thee to be his peculiar People, as he bath promiſed thee, Deut. 
26. 17,18. Setting down at large ſeveral Reaſons why the Lord 
is pleaſed thus to proceed in the adminiſtration of his Covenant, 
and that in reſerenceto both the Ele& and Reprobate ;z thoſe which 
are ſincere, and thoſe which are but hypocritical profeſlors of, and 
parties in the Covenant. 

So that if you lay all the paſſ3ges of Olevian together, you may 
(at-leaſtwiſe the indifferent Reader may) ſee that you have gain- 
ed nothing by him, nor have your Adverſaries loſt him. 

4. Having diſpatch'd Olevian, in the next place I turn to Zan- 
chy, whom youalledgeas being fully for you. And I confeſs, at the 
firſt ſight, looking on him with a bare ſuperficial glance, he doth 
ſeem wholly to be yours, eſpecially if you pitch on one paſſage, 
and do not compare it with others in the ſame place. ?Tis true, 
he doth affirm, ( In Ho. 2. onal. inv. 21,22. $1.) that God faith, 
Moft abſolutely without any condition of Faith and Repentance inſert- 
ed, I will betroth thee to me for ever, But if you pleaſe ſeriouſly 
to weigh what he delivereth in his Commentary on the ſame 
Chapter, and compare one thing with another, you ſhall «find, 
That 

1. The Abſoluteneſs which he ſpeaks of lyeth in this, not 
that Faith and Repentance are -not required on the Church's part 
to make up the match, but that the making or diſſolving of the 
Matrimonial federal Contra between the Lord and the Chutch, 
ſhall not depend on any condition to be performed by the'Church' 
of her own power and ſtrength, for the Lord doth undertake 
even for the Church, to work in her Faith, Repentance and all 
other Graces requiſite to the making and perpetuating of the 
match, that it be not broken ; ſo he ſpeaks, and doth declare him- 
ſelf in the end of that very Paragraph, the begiuning whereof: 
you take hold of as ſerving your turu. 

' Godpromiſeth both a new Marriage, and alſo all things which even 
on the Wives part are neceſſary for the making and confirming of the 
Aitch. Ard more fully afterwards, He promiſeth, That he will 
cauſe that we ſhall be joyned to him in a perpetual marriage. But the 
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marriage cannet be perpetual, urleſs as in God, ſo alſo thire be in us 
Faith and the Spirit of C hriſt continuing tothe end, by which this mar- 
riage #5 both contrafted and preſerved. 1 herefore he doth promiſe, that . 
Faith and the Spirit of Chriſt ſhall continue in us, Ibid. Si25. You 
may there ($ 26, 27, ad 33.) at large ſee him aſlert, That there 
are connubii leges, as he calls them, Laws of the Marriage, or Con- 
ditions thereof, which are to be obſerved by the Church for her 
part, which God doth undertake to write in her heart, that ſo 
the marriage may be made and continued. And what doth Zarn- 
cby, I pray yov, here ſay more, than any of thoſe whom you op- 
pole? or who is there of thoſe againit whom you alledge him, 
that coth not aſſert the very ſame? If you look back into his 
Commentary on the ſame Chapter and Verſe, you ſhall find bim 
ſpeaking the ſame thing, and explicating himſelf, in what ſenſe 
he ſaith *cis a Promife without a Condition, Ut #s zo be noted, 
(faith he, explicating thoſe words, 7 will betroth thee to me) that 
this 55.4 ſimple and Evangelical ' Promiſe, without any Conaition ;, for 
here God doth exatt nothing ; (to wit, to be done by their own 
ſtrength) but doth ſimply promiſe what he himſelf will do to his Church 
ſo that he doth promiſe Faith it ſelf, without which the reH of the Pro- 
miſes can have no place in us. A 

2. You may obſerve, That when he ſaith , The Promiſe is 
made without any Condition, his meaning is, without any Con- 
dition in us Artecedaneens, as 2- moving cauſe, inducing or in- 
clining the Lord to enter into this Covenant, and to: make this 
Matrimonial ContraCt: all the cauſe thereof the Lord finds in, 
of, and from himſelf ; in which regard he prevents ts, not we 
him. - Thus he doth afterwards clearly expreſs himſeif : By that 
word, [ will betroth thee ; he doth give us to underſtand, that God 1s 
che Author of our Reconciliation, and conſequently of our Salvation. 
He it is that doth firſt came to us and betroth us to himſelf. We donot 
prevent him, or ſeek_ him to be our Husband ; but he preventeth us, that 
he may betroth us unto himſelf, 1 John 4. Nor that we loved him firſt, 
but lhe loved us firft. Wo be to us, if God did not prevent us, 


5+ | Þ 
Thus Zarchy ; and what have you gained by him in this parti- 
cular, or your oppoſites loſt? Do they not ſpeak the ſame things? 
and when they aſſert Conditions, yet deny them to be on our part 
antecedaneous , or any moving cauſes, acknowledging thar. all 
doth proceed from the meer good pleaſure of God; according 
| | to 
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to the purpoſe which he purpoſed in himſelf, and that he /overh hrs 
People with whom he makes the Covenant, becauſe he loveth them, as 
oſes ſometime ſaid to 1ſracl, Deut. 7. | 

3. That in denying of Conditions, he doth deny Conditions 
that are met itorious, and that the Covenant it ſelf, as alſo the 
Promiſes are free without reſpeCt unto, or dependance on any 
thing that is of merit in us. Thus, inthe very next Page, ſet- 
ting down the ſubſtantial or eſſential Heads of the Covenant, 
he delivereth his mind ; The manner of making the Covenant , or 
of Promiſing, is, that God of his free grace, without any merits of 
ours, doth make this Covenant with us, and it doth not depend on any 
merits of our own at all, Pag. 44. Y3 And do not thoſe whom 
you oppoſe, and think to ſtrengthen your oppoſition againſt them 


_ by Zarchy's Authority, produced and urged for you z do not (I 


ſay) they ſpeak the ſame thing with him in this particular? Hi- 
therto I ſhewed, that Zanchy is not ſo much for you, as you 
would make the World believe he is; 1 ſhall now make it appear, 
that in the ſame place, however he doth not uſe the word Cona:- 
tion, (which yet he doth in other places) yet he ſpeaks the ſame 
thing for ſubſtance which they do againſt whom you alledge him. 
And that there are ſuch Conditions required on the Churches part | 
as we Plead for, conſider with me to this purpoſe: 

1. His Explication of that Phraſe, 7 will betroth thee to me. 
When God doth make a new Covenant with any People, he s ſaid to be- 
troth them to himſelf, becauſe that by the Bond of the Covenant he will 
unite himſelf to that People, and they are likewiſe joyned to God, as 
the Bridegroom 1s to the Bride , and the Bride to the Bridegroom ;; 
Faith of the Marriage being given on both ſides, or by both parnes, 
P. 43. And | | 

2. His definition of the Covenant, which he doth afterwards 
largely inſiſt on, ſetting down the chief and eſſential Heads 
thereof, (bid. 43. Col. 2.) The Covenant of ved with Man, (faith 
he) :z- mutua pattio, a mutual aoreement between both partics ; where- 
in God of his meer grace, and for Chriſt"s ſake , doth promiſe two 
things : 1. That he will be a God 10 us, or recerve us mto his fa- 
vour,, pardoning all our ſins for Chriſt's ſake, and impute his righteouſ- 
neſs wito vs. 2. That he mill beſtow the Kingdom of Heaven on us 
fer our inheritance, And doth alſorequire of man two things : 1. Faith, 
2, Obedterce, that he order his life according to the pleaſure of God : 


and both parties do by outward ſions confirm Fidem fibi itvicem da- 
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tam, - You may ſind the ſame thing dejivered by him It the fr ft 
and ſecond Heads of the Covenent. And in the next Fage. he 
ſubſtance of the Coveniant on Goa's part, (lalth he) 15 that which God 
of his free grace auth cffer and promiſe us ; 0n our part, that mich he 
doth require of #5, and which*we pronaſe to pirfo;m, That we do em- 
brace this reconciliation of erca and promjed , 1 hat we will be his Pes- 
ple, Os 4 * | 7 6 

Now, Sir, if you will be pleaſed to conſider' theſe. ſeveral Aſ- 
ſertions of Zanchy, 11 this very piace which you your. ſelf did 
quote, I. Faith is that Grace which 1s on the Church's part ne- 
celſary to muke up tie Martriage-Covenait between the Lord ani 
her.. 2, This Grace the Lord doth promile abfolutely to pive, 
it bzing that Grace witaout which tae reſt of the. Promites nave 
no place in us. 3. It ts allo our Duty; God doth in the Cove- 
nant command it, we promiſe to perform it. £ lt is trat 
wherein, on our part, the iubſtance of the Covenant doth con- 
ſilt. Lay them altogether, and you may clearly fee here is an 
acknowledgment of the thing, Faith is the Condition of the Co- . 
venant, though he doth not give It the name. . But to give you 
a further taſte of him, that ic may be out of all- queſtion that 
he doth aſſert Conditions, both name and thing ; I ſhall orl/ in- 
treat you to peruſe one place more 1n him, (1 1. ;Epiſt. Foha. 
Cap. 1. loc. de rem. peccat. q. 6.) where he doth largely handle that 
great Bleſſing and Benefit of the Covenant, the Remifſion of Sins. 
In the ſixth place he comes to conſider, On what condition it is of - 
fered and conferred; and mentions three: 1, The firſt and chief, 
is the true and conſtant practice of Repentance. 2, 'Confeſſhon 
and Acknowledgment of our Offences to thoſe whom we have 
injured and wronged. 3. A brotherly forgiving of thoſe which 
have ſinned againſt and offended us. Where be doth withal main- 
tain, That rhey are Conditions not for which, but wuhayt which the 
Remiſſion of Sins 1s not obtained ; denying them to be: Conditions 
meritorious. Therefore Sr. John ſaith, If we confeſs ; Behold the cons 
dition ;, yet he doth nat ſay, for our confeſſion, he will forgive, Tu 
ſtification cannot be bad without Faith ;, but we do net ſay, it 15 obrain-= 
ed for the worth of our Faith ; but frecly, or of free Grace, More- 
over, this 15 (faith he) ro be noted, that even the wvery' Cimditions 
which God requireth of us, are given to us by God: Thergfore the Fe- 
miſſion of Sins is not to be aſcribed in any ſort to our Merits, but to tx 
Grace of Goa alone, You have here Zarxchy, ſpeaking as fuily and 


>" 
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as Flainly for Conditions, as any of thoſe whoſe DoCQtrin you op- 
pale, in woich regard | muſt intiear you either to quic your claim 
ro This Autior, and leave him to ſtand on our fide ag211.1t you ; 
or elieto change your mind and judgment, come over to us, and 

then Zuciy 1s yours WREN you Are Ours. | 
5. The Teſtimony of Jerrried Fanins is next produced by you, 
as that witch ſeems to be molt for you of all the Authars; ard 
yet not iſo much as 1s pretended. The Oration of his, which 
you mcetition, 1 have not. {in his Parallels he doth indeed make 
mention of it, (Paral. 1.3.-c. 9.) as that wherein he had pro- 
ved, that the Hebrew word, TVA2, ofc-tiines in the Scriptures 
of the Old Teftament ; aid the Latize word Fedus, both ac- 
carding to the Etymology and Ute thereot In claſſical Authors, 
are not reltrajied to thole federal Promiſes wherein there is a 
mitual ſtipulation between divers Partics exprefſed, bur for ſuch 
declarations and diſpolitions as procced from one 2lore; fo that 
the Hebrew word might well be rendred by the Apoſtle, { a5. 
Now this is a thing which 1s not denicd, but acknowledyed and 
cranted by thcſe, which yet nevertheleſs do aflert a mutual ſti- 
pulation, #nd eonditions (in that regard) in the Covenant cf 
Grace. So that if this be the ſcope and dritt of that Oration, 
as it. ſeems to be by his mentioning of ir for this end and pure 
poſe ; It is alledged by you to little purpole, ſeeing it doth net- 
ther make for you, nor agalnſt vs. In proſecution of this. which 
is the main drift of that Parallel, and, as I conceive by his own 
citing of it, of the Oration alſo, he adds, Thy the grace of God 
is manifeſted mich more clear to men, in that he doth not give a Co- 
venant , but a Teſtament to thoſe that are his : For the Covenant 
would have Conditions, which if either part do not perform , the Co- 
wenant is made void, But a Teſtament is an inſtrument of Liberality 
and Grace, without any Condition , by which men are. called and ap- 
pointed Heirs, without reſpett to any Dity which might proceed from 
them, By this paſſage of Juris you may take notice, who. that 
Vir maximus is whom Dr. Ames Cites, in that' place of his Core- 
is, which is quoted by you. Now as for this place of Junins, 
we muſt either expound it of meritorious Conditions, (which 
thoſe words , without why i to.any Duty, ſeem to intimate) or 
of Conditions legal, to be performed by our own ſtrength, ſuch. 
as were in the Covenant of..Works: for Conditions Evange- 
lical and not Meritorious, he doth in expreſs terms ayer in the 
new 
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new Covenant or Teſtament. The ſubſtance (ſaith he) of either 

Teſtament, is one and the: ſame, common m Jeſus Chri#t ;, and that 

conſiſts of two parts, as it was firit manifeſted to Abraham, Ge. 17. 

and afterwards to bis Poſterity ;, the one containing the Promiſe, when 
God ſaith, I will be their God ; the other the Condition .adaed, Where- 

in God requircth , that we ſhould in like manner obey him, when he 

ſaith, And they ſhall be my People. And if you Pleaſe to peruſe 

the Chapter , ( Par. ib. 3. c. 8.) out of which the next Quo- 

ration is cited at large, or the paſſage it ſelf that is alledged, 

you ſhall find him acknowledging, (Par. /.2. part.16.) that the 

Covenant of the Goſpel bath its Conditions annexed, as well as 

the Covenant of Works ; and withal, ſuch a Condition, as to 
Man in himſelf, is impoſlible , thovgh i regard 'of the Lord's 
gracious Promiſe, who doth undertake to work in his own Fe- 
derates the very Condition it ſelf, 'tis to them, through power 
of his Grace and efficacy of his Spirit , made profitable and ea- 
ſie; where, when he had fitly ſhewed the Agreement between 
Moſes, ſetting down the Tenor and Condition of the Covenant 
which God did make with 7/7ae!, (beſides the..Covenant which 
he made with them at AHoreb) and St. Paul, expreſſing the Tenor 
of the Goſpel, which is a Declaration of the ſame Covenant 
of Grace which Moſes mentioneth, he doth thus paraphraſe 
thoſe words of the Covenant, which both do expreſs, The , 
Word «ts nigh thee, in thy Mouth, and in thine Heart , i. e. This 
Commandment of Faith which I declare is neither hidden, nor far off 
from thee, ſeeing God aoth graciouſly put it into thy Mouth, and into 
thy Heart, if thou by Faith wilt lay hold of it, 4 

Thus you have Janime againſt Funins , or rather Funius ex- 
pounding himſelf, telling you in plain terms, that tie holds 
Conditions in the New Covenant , which God of his free 
Grace glves his Creature to perform. So that the'former place, 
where he excludes Conditions from the Covenarit, muſt (as ] 
ſaid before) be underſtood of legal and meritprious Condi- 
tions, which ſort of Conditions we ſhut out of thx Covenant as 
well as he. \ 

6. Leave we Junims, as much, if not more, on our ſide than 
on yours, and come we to the next, Dr. Ames, (for as for 
Eftixe and Leſſis, though I value one, the former of them, 
yet I ſhall not losk after them at preſent, not for that I doubt 
they are againſt me, but for that I care not [much to have 

them 
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them for me, being by you upbraided already with joyning _ 
with Papiſts, though it ſeems you can your ſelf accept of the 
Patronage of Papiſts when you can get it.) Come:we, I ſay, 
to Dr. Ames : and [ could willingly chide you for open foul play, 
in citing an Author expreſly againſt his own words, in the very 
place you cite out of him. Immediately before your very cita- 

tion, Ames hath theſe words: | | 
We grant, that Man's Duty is required, maintaining this with= 
al, that God, by vertue of this Promiſe, will cauſe thoſe that are his, 
that they ſhall perform the Duty, as far forth as it is neceſſary 10 be 
done, Cor. aft. 5. p.400. And immediately after your Quota- 
tion (which is verbatim the ſame with that Junizs delivereth in 
his Paralle], where he mentions his Orztion that you alledge) 
he doth: thus expreſs himſelf : The whole diſpoſition is after the 
manner of a Will and Teſtament , as it is conſidered ſimply , either 
in whole, or according to the parts of it ; but if the benefits that are 
bequeathed, be compared within themſelves, then one is to the other as 
it were a condition. And in this reſpelt it is ſometimes propounded 
after the manner of a Covenant : which manner of propounding 1s not 
ſo to be taken , as that it ſhould in any part change the nature of 
a Teſtament. Our Divines are wont excellently to joyn both together, 
when they teach, that Righteouſneſs and Life are promiſed upon condi- 
tion of Faith, and that Faith it ſelf is given to the Eleft, or that the 
condition of the Covenant is alſo promiſed in the Covenant. How 
plainly on both theſe places doth Dr. Ames expreſs himſelf 
for that conditionality in the Covenant which we maintain 3 
and that in the ſame place whence you fetch your proof againſt 
us? Was it for this, my good Friend, that you took the pains 
to write ſo much out of the DoCtor? and that you ſhewed me 
your written Copy, and not the Book, when I was with you, 
leſt if you had brought the Book, the place it ſelf ſhould have 
ſpoken and anſwered for it ſelf * Whether this were the cauſe 
or no, I leave it to your Conſcience; but afſſuredly your car- 
riage in this and that other paſſage about Chamier, whom you 
would not take notice of to hold conditions proper (though 
it followed immediately your Allegation out of him) until I 
read it to you, and then would not look upon it, nor hardly 
hear it, but put it off, with ſaying, that be did eat his own 
words. I ſay, theſe carriages make me and mine, and your dear 
Friend who was with me, fear that your Opinion ſticks more 
| in 
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in your Will then in your Mind, Your Ejes and; Ears are open 
and ready to eritertain any Author, though a Pypiſh one, that 
makes for your Opinton 3 but if he be z2gairft your Tenent, 
though he be never ſo godly, hardly have you Ratience to look 
upon him. Well, (Sir ) what bath now been; as alſo what 
was formerly alledged out of Dr. Ames, do abundantly prove 
him to have been for that conditionality of the Covenant we de- 
fend. | "> 

7. Paſs we on to Doctor Preſton, where agzin-you may be 
blamed > for when the Doctor laid down a [DiſtinCtion be-. 
tween the Covenants, or rather between the Promiles of the 
ſame Covenant ; v/z. the Promiſe of Grace, which he calleth 
an Abſolute Covenant made with the Elctt, Jer, 31. Ezek. 36. 
and the Promiſe of Life, which he calls a Conditional Covenant 
made with all, 1f rhou believe, thou ſhalt be ſaved, Mark 16. You 
run away with a Piece, and put down Dr, Preſton for a defen- 
der of the Abſoluteneſs of the Covenant, thaugh both there, 
and in his Treatiſe of the Covenant ( of which I believe you 
were not ignorant) he writes meny Leaves ito the contrary. 
But I hope you will wipe this Author alſo out: of your Liſt, af- 
ter I have rehearſed ſome paſlages unto you out of him, Look 
then either in that, or the Sermon foregoing, ( for I have 
not the Book now by me) and you ſhall find Dr. Preſton aſ- 
ſerting Faith to be required , and that precedently to our be- 
Ing in Covenant : For thus he writes, That which is required of 
them is only , that they take it. And there is. nothing precedently 
required or looked for on our parts , but taking ;and applying of it. 
So, Page 18. The taking of Christ, makes Chrift ours. Fait 
is that whereby the right of Chrift is made ours unto ſalvation. 
Page 62, 63. he tells us of the reconciling and juſtifying Aft of ' 
Faith which, he ſaith, is direft, and is that whereby we take 
Chris ;, as well as of ts pacifying At, which he calls reflex, and 
ſaith is is that whereby we; know we take him ; yea, he tefls us, 
that Humliation is required, not as a qualification : but as our 
ſenſe of ſickneſs is required to our ſeeking of cure, ſo this to 
our ſeeking of Chriſt , without which we jvill never come to 
Chriſt. And would you know what this taking of Chriit is, 
which he faith is precedently required ? Hy tells you, toward 
the latter end of thie firſt Sermon, that it is to. know Gh+:f right- 

ly, as Prophet, Prie# and King —To obey him,+—To fer / 4 all other 
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or him. — To putch on him with our whole deliberate and ſincere 
will. Moreover, after tis our receipt or him, We are (faith. 
he ) required to obty him, to be holy as he ts holy, to forſake all 3 
which he calls Afrer-clap Conditions, and Hard Conditions. And 
Page 25. Thoſe that be humble, and ſee God's Wrath what it 15, that 
bave their Conſciences awakened to ſee Sin, will come in and be glad 
ro have Chri#t, though on theſe conditions : but the other will not. 
If you will have Chri#t on theſe conditions, you may, But we Preach 
in vain; all the World refuſeth Ehrift , becauſe they will not leave 
their Covetouſneſs, Pride, &c. And all becauſe they be not hum- 
bled. Now whereas he excludes Conditions in ſome paſſages, 
he tells you in what ſenſe he excludes them : Page 15. When 
we exclude all Corditions , we exclude ſuch a frame and habit of 
Mind, which we think is neteſſarily required to make 1 worthy to 
rake him, By which it appears clearly, they were meritorious 
Conditions he cxc!uded. 

To theſe I may add, how in his Treatiſe of the New Co- 
venant, Page 217. he gives this for his fourth Reaſor, why up- 
rightneſs Is required ; wiz. That there might be an Integrity on 
both ſides; A Covenant, as on God's part, ſoon ours : That as he 
promiſeth he will be all ſufficient, ſo he requireth this again on our 
parts, That we be altogether hu. And Page 357. That the Condi-- 
tion God required of Abraham was, that he ſhould believe ; where 
he ſpends many Leaves in ſhewing that, and why Faith is the 
Condition of the New Covenant, Pzge 389. That Repertance, 
. the Condition required of us, 15 part of the Covenant, both on God's 
part and on ours. The Condition that us required of us, as part of 
the Covenant, 15 the doing of t11s, the atlion, But the ability where- 
by we are able ta perform theſe, « a part of the Covenant on the 
Lord's part. Page 398. That when we d» believe, 'at that wery 
Hour we enter into Covenant, and are tranſlated from Death to Life : 
And Page 45S. When the Fleart gives her full coaſtnt, and takes the 
Lord for her God and Governour, then ts the Contratl made up between 
them, | | | 

Theſe paſlages (Sir ) abundantly ſatisfie re concerning that 
holy ard reverend Author, that he h-Id Faith ro be the grand 
Condition of the Goſpel, Pprecedently required to, not oply 
our knowing our ſelves ina ſkate of Grace, bat our very beirs 
therein, and right thereto. If he fay, thet the Covenant, thar 
is, one part of it, viz. the Promiſe of Grace, is abſolute ; he 
IK _ faith 


EE—The Covenant of Grace not Abfolute, 
ſaith no more than others; for | know none of our fide that 
hold that part to be antecedently conditional. Some call it a 
Free, others an Abſolute Promiſe, others a Covenant with Christ 
for ws, &c. Yea, in regard of the freeneſs and abſolutenels 
of it, they grant the Covenant in reſpe&t of the EleCft to be 
equivalent to an abſolute Promiſe , and the Purchaſe equiva- 
lent to an abſolute Purchaſe, ( as you may ſee ;Omen Vmv, Re- 
demp. lib. 3. cap. 2.) the Conditions on' which Salvation is pro- 
miſed, being purchaſed and promiſed'as well as the Salvation. 
Notable are the Expreſſions of Mr. Ratherford-in this particu- 
lar, ( Survey of Antinom, p. 129.) We teach Faith a Condition on 
our part , and alſo a Grace promiſed : Chrift brings himſelf , hs 
righteouſneſs, and the condition of Faith roo, which doth receive 
him. As if ſome Prince ſhould freely promiſe to marry ſome aid 
of low eſtate, on condition ſhe wear a Gold Chain, with a rich Jewel 
of the Crown in it, and withal ſhould bind himſelf to give her both 
the Chain and a Will to wear it. Again, He both without doors 
knocking , and within doors opening , yet he never cometh im, but 
upow condition we open , which condition 1s alſo his. own work. He 
offers Righteouſneſs ſo the ſimner believe , and he; works belief that 
the ſinner may have Righteouſneſs, pag. 109. K | 
Thus you ſee others, as well as Dr. Preſto, aſſert the ab- 
ſoluteneſs of the Covenant in that part ; who yet ſtill maintain 
the other part, viz. the Promiſe of Life and Salvation to be con- 
ditional; -which, as hath been already ſhewed, Dr. Preſton doth 
maintain. ; | 
' 8. As for Mr. Walker , (Socin. Diſc. & Confar. par. 225.) he 
denies not all kinds of Conditions in the place cited, bur only 
Conditions Legal, and Conditions for which ; meritorious ones : 
but Conditions which are as a means by which the free pift us re- 
ceived, and as a qualification whereby one is made capable and fit 
zo receive and enjoy the free gift ; ſuch he grainteth, and calleth . 
them Coraitrons in the place cired by you; ſaying, There 1s no 
condition of the Couenart, proponnded, but only thewaiy and means ro 
receive the bleſſing , or the quality and condirion' by which men are © 
made capable and fit to enjoy the bleſſing - which is 3s much as I pleaxl 
for under ttat Title. | = 
As for Mr. Strong, though both what I have heard from him 
my ſelf, and alſo what I have heard from others who bave ſeen 
his Sermon, induce me to believe, that he is not againſt our Con- 
# ditions, 
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ditions, yet having not his Sermon, I muſt be altogether ſilent at 
this time concerning him. 

By this (Sir) you may ſee, that T1 have looked into the moſt 
of the Authors which you cited, and among them all I muſt pro- 
feſs unto you, that I find not one that ſpeaketh fully for you, but 
more againſt, than for your Tenent: and for that ſort of Con- 
ditions, whoſe cauſe I plead, I muſt intreat you therefore to ſhake 
hands with them, and leave them to ſtand on my ſide. To them 
I ſhall add ſome few more. | 

1. Mr. Perkins ſhall be the firſt, who puts down Conditions 
in the very deſcription of the Covenant, ſaying , (Order of the 
Cauſes of Salvation, C.31.) The Covenant of Grace ts that, where- 
by God freely promiſing Chrift and bis Benefits, exatteth again of 
Man, that he would receive Chrift by Faith, and repent of hs 
Sins, Inthe Covenant of Grace two things (ſaith he elſewhere, Ref. 
Cath. tit. of Fuſtif. Diff. 2. 2.) mus be conſidered, the Subſtance 
thereof, and the Condition, The Subſtance of the Covenant 1s, that 
Righteouſneſs and Life Everlaſting us given to God's Church and Peo- 
ple by ChriiF, The Condition 1s, that we for our parts are by Faith to 
receive the foreſaid Benefits, and this Condition is by race as well as 
the Subſtance. 

2. Mr. Reynolds ſhall be next; in his Treatiſe of the Lyfe of 
Chrift, p. 399 he calls Faith the conveyance : and p. 403. We ex- 
pet Fuſtification by Faith in ChriSF. Farth umres us to Chrih, 
and makes his Death, Merit, Life, Kingdom, Sonſhip, Vittary, Bene- 

fits to become ovrs. You may ſee p. 451, 452, 453. That to Mar- 
riage between Chrift and bus Church, whereby the Church bath @ ri 
and propriety created, to the Body, Name, Goods, Table, Pans, 
_ and Purchaſes of Chri##,--- 1s eſſentially required conſem, which con- 
fent mu$t be mutual ;, for though Chriit declare bus good will when he 
knocketh at our doors, yet if wo keep at diſtance, ſiop our eas at his in- 
vitat ions, there ts then no Covenant made. It is but a Wooing, and me 
Marriage, &Cc. Pag. 465, 466, 457. That the Office of Faith is ro u- 
xite to Chri#t, and give poſſeſſion of him, till which union by Faith be 
made, we remain poor and miſerable, nuawithſtanding the fulneſs that 
15 in Christ, Pag. 478, 479. and to name no more, pay. 51 2. ſert- 
ting down the difference between the rwo Covenants, he ſaith, They 
arffer inthe Conditions, for in the old Covenant, Legal Obedience ;, but 
in the new, Faith ozly is required, and the certain-conſequent thereof, 
Repentance. | 
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3. Mr. Ball ſhall be the third , who ſaith, (Treat. of the N, 

Cov. ÞP. 17.) The Covenant of Grace doth not exclude all conditions, 
but ſuch as will not ſtand with grace ; and pag. 18, The ſtipulation 
required, 1s, that we take God to be our God ; thay is, that we repent 
of our Sins, believe the Promiſes of Mercy, and eby ace them with the 
whole Heart, and yield Love, Fear, Reverence, Wo: ſhip, and Obedience, 
ro bim, according to the preſcript Rule of his Wiatd : Ard p. 20. If 
then we ſpeak, of Conditions, by Conditions, we unarrſtand what ſocver 
1s required on our part, as precedent, concomitant, or ſubſcquert 10 Fur 
ſtification. ' Repentance, Faith, and Obedience, are all condittons, But if 
by conditions, we underſtand what is required 01 our part, as the cauſe 
of that God promiſed, though only inſtrumental, Faith or Belief in the 
Promiſes of free Mercy is the only condition. *. 

4. Let learned Pemble be the fourth ; who, ſpeaking of the dif- 
ference between the Law and the Goſpel, ſaith,* (7 rear, of Fuftif. 
S. 4- C. 1.) The diverſity is this, The Law offers life unto Man upon 
condition of perfeft Obedience, curfing the Tranſgriſſors thereof in the 


leaft kind with Eternal Death. The Goſpel offers Life uno Man upon - 


another condition, viz. Repentance and Faith in Chrift, promiſing Ke- 


miſſion of Sin to ſuch as repent and believe, That this is the main eſſen-_ 


tial difference between the Covenant of Works and the Covenant of 
Grace, we ſhall endeavour to make good againit the Romiſh Apoſtacy. 
And about a Leaf after, Hence we conciude firmly, that the difference 
between the Law and the GoeFel, aſſigned by our Divines, is mo#t cer- 


14in and agreeable tothe Scriptures, viz. That the Law gives life unto. 


the FuiF won condition of perfet obedience in all things : The Goel 
gives life unto ſinners, upon condition they repent aid believe in Chrift 
Feſus. Where you may take notice, that he {ays it down not as 
his own private Opinion, but as the general-Tenent of all the 
Orthodox Divines in bis time, and that in oppoſition to our Po- 


piſh Adverſaries. [t was then no Popery to hold Conditions in 


the Covenant : and as he of the Divines of his time, ſo may I of 
the Divines of this preſent Age. See their conſent and harmony 

berein, Larg. cat. p.9 : 
5. Dr. Downan ſhall be the fifth; (Tra@. rof Juſtif. 1.6, c. 8. 
S. 10.) That which 5: the only coydition of the Covenant of Grace, by 
that alone we are juſtified. But Faith is the only condition of the Cove- 
nant of Grace, which is therefore called, Lex fidei. And 1. 7. c. 2. 
S. 6. Our Writers, diſtinguiſhing the two Covenants of God, that is, 
the Law and the Goipel, whereof the one is the Covenant of Warks, the 
| VS othex 


|] 
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other is the Covenant of Grace, do teach, that the Law of Works 15 that 
which to Juſtification requireth Works as the condition thereof. The Law 
of Faith, that which to Juſtification requireth Faith as the condition 
thereof. The former ſaith, Do this and thou (halt live ; the latter, Bi 
lieve in Chrift and thou ſbalt be ſaved, | 

6. Dr. Pavera::t doth alſo fully expreſs himſelf ſeveral times to 
the like purpoſe, and may in the ſixth place be added to the for- 
mer, His words are thele: | | 

In the Covenant of the Gofpel it is otherwiſe ;, for in this Covenant, 
to the obtainment of Recor.cil.ation, Fuſtificartion,'and Life eternal, there 
3s no other condition required than of true and lively Faith ;, God ſo lo- 
ved the World, John 3. 16. Therefore Juſtification, and the right to' 
Eternal Life doth depend on the conditions of Faith alone, De alt. a6. 
c. 30. inreſp. ad ob. Z Where he doth afterwards thus briefly 
ſhew the difference between the Law and the Goſpel, coalidered 
as two diſtint Covenants ;.. The Law (faith he) hath the very 
ſtrength and form of a Covenant mad: in the condition of Works, But 
the Gosþel placeth the very ſtrength and form of a Covenant, made in 
the Blood of the Mediator apprehended by Faith, Ibid. What can 
be ſaid more expreſly than this ? I will not trouble you with re- 
peating what hath been already delivered ont of him in his next 
Chapter, but only mention one paſlage or two out of him: The 
Promiſe of Eternal Life, according tothe Covenant of the Gofpel, and 
of Grace, doth depend on the condition of Faith, 1d. cap. 32. in ſol. 
ad ob. 1. p. 497. A little before, explicating in what ſenſe we 
deny good Works to be required as conditions. of Salvation, 
he thus ſpeaks, If by conditions of Salvation, we underſtand the con- 
ditions of the Covenant, whereby we are received into the fauour of 
God, and to the right of Eternal Life : for theſe depend on the only 
condition of Faith apprehending Chrift the Meatator. 3 

7. With the fore-mentioned Divines doth the learned Cameron 
(de trip. fed. Theſ.8, g.) fully agree, who handling the Agreement 
aud Differences of the Covenant of Nature and of Grace, ob- 
ſerves they both apree in the extrinſecal form, that to each there is an- 
nexed a reſtipulation, though in the thing it ſelf required in each, by - 
way of ſtipulation, they differ for that in the Covenant of Nature 


5 


natural Righteouſneſs is required ; but in the Covenant of Grace, Faith 
alone is required. | Whereupon, in the concluſion of his whole Di- 
ſcourſe concerning that Subject, he gives this definition of the 
Covenant of Grace 3 It is that wherein God on the condition of Faith 
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in Chriib propoſed, doth prom! ſe the Remiſſion of Sins in hs Blood, and 
Life everlaſting in Heaven, and that for this end, that he might ſhew 
the Riches of his Mercy, Thel. 82 - 0 | 
8. Uito theſe I may add Parawm, who obſerves that the Apo- 
ſite doth make mention of Faith, that ( I'3.ad Rom. 23. inilla ver- 
ba, Per fidem.) he may teach ws, fidem eſſe conditionem, that Fatth 
15 the condition under which Christ 1s pruen unto 4, 4s the proprtiation 
for ſins, and that it is the inſtrumental cauſe by winch alone we obtain 
the prepittation in Chrift, Ard elſewhere, ſetting down the dif- 
terence between the Righteouſneſs of the Law, _and of Faith, or 
of the Goſpel, he ſaith, By that no man doth obtain Life, becauſe 
the cond.tion of doing all things required by the Law 1s not. poſſible to any 
beſides Chrift. It 15 eaſie ta obtain the fruit, and reap life by this, be- 
cauſe the candition of confeſſing the Lord Jeſus, and believing his Reſur- 
ſurrcHion, is nighin the mouth, and in the heart, It\cap- 10. ad Rom. 
V. 9- | 
9. The karned Chamer, that great allertor of the Truth of 
God againſt the Romiſh corrupters of it, is thenext. He diſpu- 
ting with Be/larmine concerning the difference [between the Law, 
and the Goſpel, ſpeaks as fully and plainly as any of the reſt fore- 
named Proteſtant Divines, That the Law of Works doth propoſe Sal- 
vation upon coraition of fulfilling the Law. But the Law of Faith doth 
propoſe it upon condition only of believing in Chri#t ; the word con- 
ation being taken in the ſame ſen'e in beth ſides, Tom. 3. lib. 15. 
Cap. 3- S. 26. And having diſtinguiſhed Conditions that are in 
Contracts and Covenants, that fome are precedent, others are con- 
ſequent ; the former being ſuch as are eſſential to the Contract or 
Covenant ; yea, conſtituting the very effence and. foundation of 
it. The other being ſuch, the defeft or want whereof doth 
make the Contra& or Covenant to be void and of none effect, 
thaugh they do not make the Covenant and Contract it ſelf. 
He doth apply it to his preſent Subje&t, (S. 27, 28, 29.) The Law 
of Works requireth the fulfilling of the Law as a condition antecedent, 
without which any man hath mt, either the aftual poſſeſſion of, nor ſo 
much 4s a right to eternal life. The Law of Faith dath not admit Works 
as (ueh 4 condition antecedent, but only conſequent , fo that they are ne- 
ceſſary, ex vidonate jam propter fidem vitz, by vertue of that right 
fo eternal life, which 1s already conferred on them through Faith. 
| Where you ſee Chamier doth clearly aſſert Faith to. be the con- 
Cition by which we do receive the right to life, given us by 
.Grace ; 
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Grace; Works the condition conſequent in the Covenant of 
Grace. 

10. Mr. Bayn on the Epheſians. Remiſſion of Sin is communicated 
from Chrift in manner following : 1. Christ ſendath his Miniſters, as 
Legats, with the Word of Recancili:tion or Pardon, inviting them to be- 
lieve on him, that thy may recerve forgivereſs of fins. 2. He dats 
work together by bis Spirit, making thoſe who zre his Chilaren, believe 
0n him, if they may find forgiveneſs in him. 3, He doth communicate 
to them the forgiveneſs which himſelf had procured and obtained for 
them. And on that fourth Veiſe, God deotia not bind any direfiy and 
 #mmediately to believe Salvation, but in a certain order, for he binds 
them fir#t to believe on Chrift to Salvation , ana: then brings them 
o Chri& to believe , that he loved them, and gave himſelf for 
tnem, | 7 

11. Mr. Burroughs upon Hoſea, upon thoſe words, I will betroth - 
them unto me ; how frequently hath he thoſe words, tr muft be mu- 
tual, it muSF be mutual, in every particular branch of it. He ſhews 
It muſt be mutual on the Church's part, as weil as on Gods part; 
and how can it be ſo without ſtipulation. In ſes his ſelf-denial, 
P- 188. Faith hath the preateft honour above all ther Graces to be the 
condition of the Covenant, | | Fi 

12. Laſt of all, It is the general Tenent of our Brethren in 
Sew England, as appears by Mr. Bulkly of the Covenant, p. 280, 
281. where he handles that very Queſtion. And alſo by the Ca- 
talogue of Errors that did ariſe there, ard were condemned by an 
Aſſembly at the Church of New Town, Auzuft 31. 1637. atteſted 
by Mr. Welds, Err. 27. Ft is incompatible ro the Covenant of Grace 
ro joyn Faith thereunro, Err. 28. To afirm there wut be Faith on 
man's part to receive the Covenant, is to widermize Chrift, Err. 37. 
We are compleatly united to Chrift, beforc, or without any Faith wrought 
in 14 by the Spirit, Err. 38. There can be 10 true clofin1g with Chrift 
in a Promiſe that hath a Qualification or a Condition expmeſſed, Err. 
82. Where Faith is held forth by the Miniſters as the Condi- 
tion of the Covenant of Grace on Man's part, as Juſtification 
by Sarctification, and the ating of Faith, in th-t Church there, 
is nct ſufhciency of Bread. By condemring theſe Opinions 
for Errors, they Ceclare their Judgments to be for Conditions 
1 tne Coverant. 


You 
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You ſee (Sir) with what a Cloud of Witneſſes we are compaſ- 
ſd, and how che ſtrezm of Proteſtant and true Religion hath run 
in this chaanel : ce:r4inly, ir ſhould be ſome more than ordinary 
canie, That ſhould niake us run counter to ſo many grave, learned, 
ard godiv Authors. Well, let us ſee what moves you to diſ- 
ſent. Firlt, Many cf them confeſs it to be Conditions improper- 
ly. Secondly, Many are driven to eat their own words. Now 
il both theſe were true, would they be of moment to make you 
diflent from \vonr godly Brethren ? -Is Propriety of Speech ſuch a | 
Jewel, that for the preſervation of it the.good Names of the 
godly and orthodox Divines, ard the Peacc of the Church muſt 
be laid to ſtake? But who (my good Friend) ſhall be Judge of this 
Propriety ? Ceriainly, if it ſhall continue for Language that was 
inthe Doctor's time, you will be caſt ; for I am ſure Conditions 
In the Covenant Lath been, and is the Language molt | In ule among 
the Orthodox, 

l remember, when I had ſome conference with,you in 3our Com- 
mittee-houſe about your Sermon, you told me Pemble was for 
you, and Chamicr for you,and all Polemick Writers were for you : 
and now the contrary proves true, and they are brought agatn{t 
yov, now they ſpeak improperly, and are ſometimes 'forc'd to 
eat their words. I am ſure you ſpake not properly when you told 
me, that they balked the word Condition. 

But proceed we to the other Grounds. You go on and tell us, 
that another thing that cauſeth your diſtance was, the: vigilancy 
of the Adverſary, who was ready to make uſe of ſuch Expreſſions 
for defence of their Tenents. This I confeſs is of more weight 
+ than the former, for we ſhould be careful that we miniſter not the 
leaſt advantage to the Adverſary. Biſhop Davenant,as hath been 
heard already, would not have us in conference with Papiſts, uſe 
ſuch Speeches as theſe, That Works are neceſſary, aud the !ike, 
becauſe they will be apt to underſtand merit by them : yet never- 
theleſs, that reverend Author doth uſe the word Condition, and 
yery fre vently :-it ſeems he thought ihere: was no {uch peril in 
the uſe of it Again, The Adverſaries you ſpeak of, mu/t be either 
Papilts, or Arminians. Now as for Papiſts, you have delivered us 
from all fear that way, by telling us they ſtand not ior any merit 
in the preparations they plead for; now if they took any advan- 
tage from the word Condition, it would be to approve : of merit, 

| AS 


«#4 


As for Arminians, they may take as much advantage from all Com- 
mands, Calls, and Counſels to Faith and Repentance to prove Their 
Free Will, as from Conditions : So. then theſe alſo mult be laid a- 
ſide. Beſides, if there weredanger in the Expreſlion,.can it not be 
qualified, ſo as that neicher Papiſts nor Arminians may take any 
ground therefrom for the ſpreading of their Errors ? mult it needs. 
be wholly caſt away? Moreover, is there not as great a care to 
be had of Antinomians and Libertines, with whom our Engliſh 
Church begins to be peſter'd ? and may not theſe Spiders increaſe 
their Venom on your own gay Flowers of Abſolute Freenels, to 
' the poiſoning of the Power of Godlineſs, both in their own and 
other Mens Converſations ? May they not ſay, ſeeing no Gondi- 
tions are required, Nothing on our part is to be done, 1 may live 
as I liſt, for I cannot break the Covenent? -.. _ _ © LEED 
Sir, This is an Inference not only may be made, but hath been 
made by too many in theſe looſe times. I haye heard ſad Stories of 
it whil'ſt I lived in London; I have known the perſons there that 
have caſt off Sabbaths, Duties, Ordinances, with this Inference: 
and ſcofr atthe followers of them ; calling them, Duty- mongers, 
Men of an Old Teſtament Spirit, and the like. T2 
You cannot, be ignorant that ſuch a horrid Inference is praQti- 
cally made froffi that Do&trin: And however you may think you 
baye a Salve for it in your thoughts, (which how ſolid it may be 
1 much queſtion) yet how. can you remedy. is in the Hearts and 
Lives of. others? Oh do not deſtroy, by. oat Sermon more than 
you can build by ten- Soo ago ai ek Goat BD 
But laſt of all, That.that moſt moveth you, is your compaſlian 
to vulgar hearers, who hearing of Conditions, .take-not bold on 
the Promiſe, becauſe they. have.not the Conditipaa Nowhere, 
in the Bowels. of this.Compaſliog, 1, do beſeech you. to conſider 
what you do, and tell me ſeriouſly, Dare you bidia Goner, whill 
he goes on impenitently in bis evi] way, never. repenting of it, 
nor turning from it, nor looking after Chriſt z dare. you. (I ſay) 
offer ſuch a Wretch the precious Blood of,.ous bleſſed Saviour? 
And dare you bid fuch-a-one, contiauing-tuch,. to.lay hold on the 
Promiſe of Mercy ? Dare you tel] him, That the Gqſpel belongs 
unto him even while he is ſuch ?, Dare you ſay, Here Drunkard, 
Swearer, Whore-maſlter, here is Salvation for thee, here is a 
Chriſt for thee, here is Life for thee, though thou go on in thy 
Swearing, Drigkirg,, W hong 3 $9/Yation is thine, take I6spGope 
; Tak FL thy 
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thy ſelf of it, it is thine? If you do, fare you well. I dare not, 
leſt 1 ſtrengthen the hands of the wicked 3 Old and New Teſta- 
ment are both againſt-it- Bnt if your meaning be, that ſuch a 
ſinner ſhonld alter his mind, leave his courſe, repent him of his 
evil way, give ap himſelf wholly to Chriſt, and then, though ne- 
ver ſo foul, here was Water to cleanſe him, and Blood to purge 
him, Mercy to pardon him, and a Chriſt to juſtihe htm. If your 
meaning (1 fay) be this, what do you but hoJd out Mercy con- 
ditional, even as we do, and to what end have you raiſed al] this 
duft and ſtir ? nj | | 

To conclude, The Peace of the Church, and Edification of 
Souls ſhould be moſt dear unto us ; things we ſhould both preach 


_ -andpray, ſtudy and labour for, and by all means poſſible endea- 


vour to procure, preſerve, and propagate. Now [do beſcech you 


(my dear Brother) ſeriouſly and ſadly to confider, whether your | 


preſent Tenent, and the broaching of it, doth not make a di- 
ſturbance in the one, and a ſtop and hindrance in the other ? My 
'Heart-akes to think of the late-ſtirs in the New England Churches, 


_ «occaſioned by Maſter Wheelwrite, Maſter Hutchiſon, and their fol- 
lowers, eſpecially when I conſider, that this very Tenent , Mo 


Condition in the Covenant , had a great influence theggon, if it were 
not the maincauſe thereof, For here began they to look upori all 
thoſe faithful Miniſters of Chriſt, who maintained Conditions, 
as no Preachers of Free Grace, no Goſpel Miniſters, Legal Teach- 
ers, not yet acquainted with the Goſpel Covenant, nor able to 
give ſufficient Bread to their People, as appears by the Examina- 
tions of Maſter Hutchiſon, and others in the Book fore-mentioned 
Thereupon they fell to a negle& of their Sermons, contempt of 
the Publick Ordinances, ſiding and faQion, till in the end, for 
troubling of the Church her Peace, they were ſome of the chief 


of: them cut off and baniſhed. May not (my dear Brother) the 
like ufe be made of your preſent DoCtrin? Yea, is it not (think 
you) already made by divers? Are not the Hearcs of many taken 


off thereby from their faithful Miniſters and Paſtors, whom be- 
fore they loved, prized, hearkened to, received/good from, yea, 
haply received their converſion by, (if they be indeed convert- 
ed?) are not (I ſay) their Hearts taken off from theſe their 
Spiritual Fathers, ſo that they neglect their Sermons, contemn 
their Counſels, call them, nick-name them Legal Teachers, and 


Miniſters of the Old Teſtament? when yet 1 hope you your- ef 


Ccan- 


| 
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cannot in your conſcience but acknowledge them for the true Am-. 
baſſadors of the Lord Jeſs. May not this ill iſſue of your DoQrin' 
Iye heavy on your- Spirits? Again, May.not the” Writings of 
Pemble, Prefton, Perkins, and other our Worthies, now. with God, 
| for their holding of Conditions, and profeſſing the Conditions 
of Faith and Repentance, as without which we cannot have life, 
be laid afide and neglefted ? Nay, are not theſe Authors them- 
ſelves contemned as Men of darker times, and not acquainted with 
ſuch clear light as now ſhineth, though you know there is more 
of the power and marrow of Chriſtianity in one of their Pages 
than in ten Leaves of your new lighted Meteors ? Beſide, are not 
many of the godly, who love you, and were hearers of you, dti- 
ven from your LeCQures, or at leaſt cannot come to them without 
fear and jealovſie? others thereby amazed, not knowing whom | 
to follow? and moſt called away from the practice of Religion, ' 
to that needleſs diſquilition of a curious Speculation? When the . | 
Builders claſh, the Building muſt needs be interrupted ; and when 
the Witneſſes diſagree, the Jurors can bring in little better than 
an Jonoramws in their Bill. | 
I do beſeech you (Sir) to conſider how by this your Tenent 
the Names and Doctrin of God*s faithful Miniſters, dead and li- 
ving, are aſperſed, the Minds of the Godly troubled, the Peace 
. of the!Church diſquieted, the Hands of the Wicked ſtrengthned, 
the Mouths of the- Adverſaries opened, and the Hearts of your 
Friends exceedingly ſadded ; and to draw back your foot befote 
you are gone too far. By the Wicket'of an Interpretative Abſo- 
Juteneſs, I ſhould hope that you might yet recover your ſelf in 
ſafety; however, by the Door of RetraQtation I am. ſure you+ 
| may: and though thar. Work be an unpleaſing bulipeſs to Fleſh and 
Blood, yer is it one of the nobleſt Offices of a Chriſtian Soldier, _ 
in which Spiritual Warfare, as well as in Temporal, as much Ho- 
nour may be gained by a good Retreat, as by a couragious In- .: 
counter, or proſperous Victory. | 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


B © 0 K S Printed for D. Newman. 


R. Sarnibe! Ruther ford's Letters are - all reprinted in one Vo- 

p lvme, with a*- Table explaining the Scorch Words and 
Phrales, and rendring them into Erngliſb. 

Mr. Robert Thrale's Vindication of the Proteſtant Doctrin con- 
cerning Juſtification, and of its Preachers and Profeſſors, from the 
upjuſt Charge of Antinomsſm:. 

The Marrow of Juſtification, or Juſtification without Works; 
wherein the Nature of Juſtification is opened, as it hath been 
formerly afferted by all ſound Proteſtants, and 'the preſent pre- 
pans. Errors againſt the ſaid Dottrih detected, by Mr. Benj. 

eere > 
 Amechit , or the Art of bland, in a Moral Eſy 
in three Parts, firſt written to a Gentleman in the Univerſity, 
and fince feted'for Publick Uſe. - . 

"A-Moral Diſcourſe of the Power of Intereſt; by David Aber- 
. cromby, M: D. and Fellow vf the Colledgeat Amfterdam. 
Contemplations' of the State of Man in this Life and in that 

which is ro come, by Jer. Taylor, D. D. and late Lord Biſhop of 
* Down and Comer. The Foorth Edition,” | 
' & Week of Solifoquies and Prayers, Sikhs Propatikion for the 
Holy Commbnion, and other Devotions added to this Edition, 
in two Parts, by Peter Du Mexlin, D. D. 
_ * Mr. Doelirrlz*s Call to Delaying Sinners, or the Danger of De- 
- Jaying in Matters of our Souls, The Third Edition, 


Perſons that live remote from London, and havea deſire to fell _ 
the following things, viz. Bateman's Spirit of Scurvy-graſs, 

Daffy's Elixir Salutis, Anderſon's Scotch Pill, Japan Ink, Extratt © 
4@t Liquoriſh, Flercher's Powder, Mathews Pill, German Balls, 
.. Queen's Cephalick Snuff, 'Spirit of Salt, may repair to Dorman 
WW Newman, at the King” r- Arms | in the Poultry. 
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